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Pennsylvania Cancer Registry (PCR) 

Policy Statement:  New PCR Reporting Requirements for Cases Diagnosed  
    On or After January 1, 2011 
Number:  2011-52 Date Issued: March 11, 2011 

 
 
The purpose of this Policy Statement is to describe the new PCR reporting requirements effective for 
cases diagnosed on or after January 1, 2011.   
 
1.0 Collaborative Stage (CS) Data Collection System (CSv02.03) 

Revisions to the current CSv2 (CSv02.02) were made for 2011 (referred to as CSv02.03).  A 
description of the changes can be found under the heading “Contents of Release” at 
http://www.cancerstaging.org/cstage/.  

Implementation of CSv02.03 is required as follows: 
1.1  Effective Dates  

• Cases with a diagnosis date on or after 1/1/2011 must be coded in CS 02.03 or higher.  
• Cases with a diagnosis date of 2010 must be coded in a CS version higher than 02.00. 

1.2 Coding Instructions   
• Code all cases diagnosed on or after 1/1/2011 using CSv02.03. 
• Implement CSv02.03 before abstracting any cases diagnosed on or after 1/1/2011.   

 Registry Hospitals:  Implementation of CSv02.03 will require a software update 
and conversion of the hospital registry database by the software vendor.  
Conversion of the registry database to CSv02.03 plus incorporation of the PA 
V12.1 edits metafile must be completed before cases coded to CSv02.03 can be 
submitted to the PCR.   

 Abstract Plus Hospitals:  Do not use CSv02.03 until all 2010 cases have been 
entered into the 2010 version of Abstract Plus expected to be released by CDC in 
the next two to three weeks.  Once all 2010 cases have been submitted, the PCR 
will provide instructions for abstracting 2011 cases. 

• After CSv02.03 has been implemented, all cases need to be abstracted using CSv02.03 
regardless of diagnosis year.  

• Access Coding Instructions for CSv02.03 (Manual Part 1 and Site Specific 
Schema), at  http://www.cancerstaging.org/cstage/manuals/coding0203.html. 

1.3 Site-Specific Factors (SSF)    

• New SSFs required in CSv02.03: 
o BileDuctsIntrahepatic, SSF 10 
o Breast: SSF 15, 16 
o Testis: SSF 13, 15, 16 
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• SSF no longer required in CSv02.03: 
o Testis:  SSF 11 (obsolete in CSv02.03) 

See Appendix A, Site Specific Factors (SSF) Required to be Reported to the PCR for Cases 
Diagnosed on or after 1/1/2011 for a complete list of required SSFs. 

2.0 Required Data Items 
 
2.1 Reason for No Radiation:  This data item is now required to provide a code for the reason 

the patient did not receive radiation treatment as part of first course therapy.  See attached 
data item page that will be added to the PCR Manual. 
 

2.2 For Registry Hospitals Only:  The following data items are still required to be reported to 
the PCR even though effective with 2011 cases they are no longer required by the 
American College of Surgeons Commission on Cancer (ACOS COC): 
• Date of Diagnosis Flag (NAACCR #391) – Since the PCR requires cases with 

unknown dates of diagnosis to be reported, this flag is required. 
• Institution Referred From (NAACCR #2410) 
• Physician-Follow-Up (NAACCR #2470) 

 
 
 

 
 



 
Pennsylvania Cancer Registry (PCR) 

Policy Statement:  Appendix A, Site Specific Factors (SSF) Required to be  
    Reported to the PCR for Cases Diagnosed 1/1/2011 and After 
      
Number:  2011-52 Effective Date: Cases Diagnosed on 

or after January 1, 2011 
Date Issued: March 11, 2011 
Date Revised: July 25, 2011 

 
The purpose of Appendix A of Policy Statement 2011-52, New PCR Reporting Requirements for 
Cases Diagnosed On or After January 1, 2011, is to list the Site Specific Factors (SSF) required to be 
reported to the PCR for all cases diagnosed on or after January 1, 2011 or any case abstracted after 
conversion to CSv02.03.  Changes from Policy Statement 2010-48, Appendix A are noted. 
 

Note to Registry Hospitals: All SSFs required by the PCR are also required by the American 
College of Surgeons (ACOS) Commission on Cancer (COC).   

 
Revision 07/25/2011:  Effective 7/25/2011, CS SSF 16 in the Breast Schema is no longer required to 
be reported to the PCR for 2011 cases.  SSF16 in the Breast Schema was not reportable for 2010 but 
was added to the list of 2011 PCR-required SSFs.  Because Breast CS SSF 16 is based on 
information coded in Breast CS SSFs 1, 2, and 15, the PCR will electronically derive the value for 
SSF 16 for 2011 cases rather than have registrars report it.   
 

CS Schema Name SSF 
Number SSF Description 

Appendix 2 Clinical Assessment of Regional Lymph Nodes 

11 Histopathological Grading 

BileDuctsDistal 25 Schema Discriminator: Subsite of Extrahepatic Bile Ducts 

BileDuctsIntraHepatic 10* Tumor Growth Pattern 

BileDuctsPerihilar 25 Schema Discriminator: Subsite of Extrahepatic Bile Ducts 
Bladder 1 WHO/ISUP Grade 

2 Size of Metastasis in Lymph Nodes 

Brain 1 WHO Grade Classification 
Breast 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 Estrogen Receptor Assay (ERA) 

2 Progesterone Receptor Assay (PRA) 

3 Number of Positive Ipsilateral Level I-II Axillary Lymph Nodes 

4 Immunohistochemistry (IHC) of Regional Lymph Nodes 

5 Molecular Studies of Regional Lymph Nodes 

7 Nottingham or Bloom-Richardson (BR) Score/Grade 

8 HER2:  IHC Test Lab Value 

9 HER2:  IHC Test Interpretation 

10 HER2:  FISH Test Lab Value 



CS Schema Name SSF 
Number SSF Description 

Breast (continued) 11 HER2:  FISH Test Interpretation 

12 HER2:  CISH Test Lab Value 

13 HER2:  CISH Test Interpretation 

14 HER2:  Result of other or unknown test 

15* HER2:  Summary Result of Testing 

16*** Combinations of ER, PR, and HER2 Results(deleted 07/25/2011) 

BuccalMucosa 1 Size of Lymph Nodes 

CarcinoidAppendix 2 Clinical Assessment of Regional Lymph Nodes 

CNSOther 1 WHO Grade Classification 

Colon 2 Clinical Assessment of Regional Lymph Nodes 

Conjunctiva 1 Tumor Size 

CorpusAdenosarcoma 2 Peritoneal Cytology 

CorpusCarcinoma 2 Peritoneal Cytology 

CorpusSarcoma 2 Peritoneal Cytology 

CysticDuct 25 Schema Discriminator: Subsite of Extrahepatic Bile Ducts 

EpiglottisAnterior 1 Size of Lymph Nodes 

Esophagus 1 Clinical Assessment of Regional Lymph Nodes 
EsophagusGEJunction 1 Clinical Assessment of Regional Lymph Nodes 

25 Schema Discriminator: Involvement of Cardia and Distance from 
Esophagogastric Juncture (EGJ) 

FloorMouth 1 Size of Lymph Nodes 

GISTAppendix 11 Mitotic Count 

GISTColon 11 Mitotic Count 

GISTEsophagus 6 Mitotic Count 
GISTPeritoneum 5 Mitotic Count 

10 Location of Primary Tumor 

GISTRectum 11 Mitotic Count 

GISTSmallIntestine 6 Mitotic Count 

GISTStomach 6 Mitotic Count 

GumLower 1 Size of Lymph Nodes 

GumOther 1 Size of Lymph Nodes 

GumUpper 1 Size of Lymph Nodes 



CS Schema Name SSF 
Number SSF Description 

HeartMediastinum 1 Grade for Sarcomas 

HemeRetic 1 JAK-2  

Hypopharynx 1 Size of Lymph Nodes 

IntracranialGland 1 WHO Grade Classification 

KidneyParenchyma 6 Fuhrman Nuclear Grade 

KidneyRenalPelvis 1 WHO/ISUP Grade 

LacrimalGland 25 Schema Discriminator: Lacrimal Gland/Lacrimal Sac 

LacrimalSac 25 Schema Discriminator: Lacrimal Gland/Lacrimal Sac 

LarynxGlottic 1 Size of Lymph Nodes 

LarynxOther 1 Size of Lymph Nodes 

LarynxSubglottic 1 Size of Lymph Nodes 

LarynxSupraglottic 1 Size of Lymph Nodes 

LipLower 1 Size of Lymph Nodes 

LipOther 1 Size of Lymph Nodes 

LipUpper 1 Size of Lymph Nodes 

Lung 1 Separate Tumor Nodules/Ipsilateral Lung 

Lymphoma 2 Systemic Symptoms at Diagnosis 
LymphomaOccularAdnex
a 2 Systemic Symptoms at Diagnosis 

MelanomaChoroid 2 Measured Basal Diameter 

3 Measured Thickness (Depth) 

4 Size of Largest Metastasis 
MelanomaCiliaryBody 2 Measured Basal Diameter 

3 Measured Thickness (Depth) 

4 Size of Largest Metastasis 

25 Schema Discriminator: Melanoma Ciliary Body/Melanoma Iris 
MelanomaConjunctiva 1 Measured Thickness (Depth) 

2 Quadrants 
MelanomaIris 4 Size of Largest Metastasis 

25 Schema Discriminator: Melanoma Ciliary Body/Melanoma Iris 
MelanomaSkin 
 
 

1 Measured Thickness (Depth), Breslow’s Measurement 

2 Ulceration 



CS Schema Name SSF 
Number SSF Description 

MelanomaSkin 
(continued) 
 
 

3 Clinical Status of Lymph Node Mets 

4 LDH 

7 Primary Tumor Mitotic Count/Rate 

MerkelCellPenis 3 Clinical Status of Lymph Node Mets 

MerkelCellScrotum 3 Clinical Status of Lymph Node Mets 

MerkelCellSkin 3 Clinical Status of Lymph Node Mets 
MerkelCellVulva 3 Clinical Status of Lymph Node Mets 

11 Regional Lymph Node - Laterality 

MouthOther 1 Size of Lymph Nodes 

MycosisFungoides 1 Peripheral Blood Involvement 

NasalCavity 1 Size of Lymph Nodes 
Nasopharynx 1 Size of Lymph Nodes 

25 Schema Discriminator 

NETColon 2 Clinical Assessment of Regional Lymph Nodes 

NETRectum 2 Clinical Assessment of Regional Lymph Nodes 

NETStomach 1 Clinical Assessment of Regional Lymph Nodes 

Oropharynx 1 Size of Lymph Nodes 

PalateHard 1 Size of Lymph Nodes 

PalateSoft 1 Size of Lymph Nodes 

ParotidGland 1 Size of Lymph Nodes 

Penis 17 Extranodal Extension of Regional Lymph Nodes 
Peritoneum 1 Grade for Sarcomas 

25 Schema Discriminator 

PeritoneumFemaleGen 25 Schema Discriminator 
PharyngealTonsil 1 Size of Lymph Nodes 

25 Schema Discriminator 

Placenta 1 Prognostic Scoring Index Table 1 

Pleura 1 Pleural Effusion 
Prostate 
 
 
 
 

1 Prostatic Specific Antigen (PSA) Lab Value 

3 CS Extension – Pathologic Extension 

7 Gleason’s Primary Pattern and Secondary Pattern Value on Needle 
Core Biopsy/TURP 



CS Schema Name SSF 
Number SSF Description 

Prostate (continued) 
 
 
 

8 Gleason’s Score on Needle Core Biopsy/TURP 

9 Gleason’s Primary Pattern and Secondary Pattern Value on 
Prostatectomy/Autopsy 

10 Gleason’s Score on Prostatectomy /Autopsy 

Rectum 2 Clinical Assessment of Regional Lymph Nodes 

Retinoblastoma 1 Extension Evaluated at Enucleation 

Retroperitoneum 1 Grade for Sarcomas 

SalivaryGlandOther 1 Size of Lymph Nodes 
Scrotum 12 High Risk Features 

16 Size of Lymph Nodes 

SinusEthmoid 1 Size of Lymph Nodes 

SinusMaxillary 1 Size of Lymph Nodes 
Skin 12 High Risk Features 

16 Size of Lymph Nodes 

SkinEyelid 6 Perineural Invasion 

SmallIntestine 2 Clinical Assessment of Regional Lymph Nodes 

SoftTissue 1 Grade for Sarcomas 
Stomach 1 Clinical Assessment of Regional Lymph Nodes 

25 Involvement of Cardia and Distance from Esophagogastric Junction 
(EGJ) 

SubmandibularGland 1 Size of Lymph Nodes 
Testis 4 Radical Orchiectomy Performed 

5 Size of Metastasis in Lymph Nodes  

7 Preorchiectomy Alpha Fetoprotein (AFP) Interpretation 

9 Preorchiectomy Human chorionic gonadotropin (hCG) Interpretation 

10 Preorchiectomy LDH Interpretation 

11** Persistence of Elevated Serum Tumor Markers 

13* Post-Orchiectomy Alpha Fetoprotein (AFP) Range 

15* Post-Orchiectomy Human Chorionic Gonadotropin (hCG) 
Range 

16* Post-Orchiectomy Lactate Dehydrogenase (LDH) Range 

TongueAnterior 1 Size of Lymph Nodes 

TongueBase 1 Size of Lymph Nodes 



CS Schema Name SSF 
Number SSF Description 

Urethra 1 WHO/ISUP Grade 

Vulva 11 Regional Lymph Node - Laterality 
*New for 2011 or cases abstracted in CS2 02.30 
** Required for 2010 but deleted for 2011 or cases abstracted in CS2 02.03  
***Not required to be reported effective 07/25/2011; will be derived  



 
Pennsylvania Cancer Registry (PCR) 

Policy Statement:  Reportability of Hematopoietic Conditions 
 
Number:  2011-53 Date Issued: May 4, 2011 

 
 
The purpose of this Policy Statement is to clarify when hematopoietic conditions and their synonyms are 
reportable to the PCR effective immediately
 

: 

Determine reportability of hematopoietic conditions as follows:  
 

• Date of diagnosis 2010 and after

 

- If the date of diagnosis is 2010 or after, the SEER Hematopoietic 
Manual and Database should be used to determine reportability.  

• Date of diagnosis between 2001 and 2009

 

-If the date of diagnosis is between 2001 and 2009, only the 
hematopoietic conditions listed as /3 in ICD-O-3 are reportable.  

• Date of diagnosis prior to 2001

 
 

- If the date of diagnosis is prior to 2001, only the hematopoietic 
conditions listed as /3 in ICD-O-2 should be reported.  

Rationale:  
 
The following information was obtained through the AskSEERCTR program: 
 
March 22, 2011- SEER Ask a Registrar (ASW00849): Hematopoietic Rules (database and manual) 
 
For the years 2001-2009 only the terms in ICD-O-3 are reportable. For the years 2010 and later, all of the 
terms in the Hematopoietic Database are reportable. 
 
I do realize that some of the terms were published in the Red Book; however none of the standard setters 
(CoC, NPCR, or SEER) made the Red Book the standard for reporting diseases. The use of the Red Book was 
not mandated by any of these agencies. Because the Red Book was not the standard for case reporting, we 
cannot ask you to pick up any of those cases described by terms only found in the Red Book.  
 



 
Pennsylvania Cancer Registry (PCR) 

Policy Statement:  New PCR Reporting Requirements for 2012 Cases  
 
Number:  2012-54 Date Issued: April 17, 2012 

 
The purpose of this Policy Statement is to describe the new PCR reporting requirements effective for 
cases diagnosed on or after January 1, 2012 and for all other cases abstracted after 2012 
software has been implemented.   
 
1.0 Software:  New Software for 2012 Reporting (NAACCR V12.2)  

 
NAACCR Version 12.2 record format is required to submit 2012 cases.  Due to the change 
from NAACCR Version 12.1 to V12.2, new software must be used to report 2012 cases.   
Do not abstract 2012 cases with the 2011 version of your software.   
 
Web Plus:  The PCR is waiting for CDC to release the 2012 version of Web Plus.  After 
receiving and testing the updated version of Web Plus, we will notify hospitals that 2012 
cases may be submitted.  If you are ready to submit 2012 cases before receiving this update, 
please hold until you receive notification that the PCR is ready to accept 2012 cases. 
 

1.1 Registry Hospitals:  Abstracting 2012 cases will require a software update and conversion 
of the hospital registry database by the software vendor.  Complete 2011 cases in the current 
version of your hospital registry software.  After closing out 2011, contact your cancer 
registry software vendor to provide the 2012 update and database conversion. 

1.2 Abstract Plus Hospitals:  Abstracting 2012 cases will require a software update.  
Complete 2011 cases in the current version of Abstract Plus.  After closing out 2011, 
contact your PCR Field Representative for instructions for abstracting 2012 cases.   

2.0 Edits:  New Version 12.2 PA Edits Metafile 

A new PA Edits Metafile is being compiled for incorporation into the Version 12.2 software. 

2.1 Registry Hospitals:  Version 12.2B PA Edits Metafile will be sent via email to cancer 
registry software vendors as soon as it has been completed.  Hospitals will be copied on the 
email. 

2.2 Abstract Plus Hospitals:  Version 12.2B PA Edits Metafile will be incorporated into the 
2012 version of Abstract Plus.  After closing out 2011, contact your PCR Field 
Representative for instructions for abstracting 2012 cases. 

 
3.0 Collaborative Stage (CS) Data Collection System:  New CS Version for 2012  

Reporting (CSv02.04)   
The primary reason for updating to 2012 software is to accommodate changes to the 
Collaborative Stage (CS) Data Collection System.  A description of the changes can be found 
under the heading “CS Release Notes Version 02.04” at 
http://www.cancerstaging.org/cstage/news/release-notes.pdf. 
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Implementation of CSv02.04 is required as follows: 
 

3.1  Effective Dates: Use CSv02.04 to code all cases diagnosed on or after 1/1/2012. After 
conversion to 2012 software, use CSv02.04 to code all cases diagnosed from 2004 forward. 
(2004 was the first year for which Collaborative Stage was collected.) For cases diagnosed 
prior to 2004 and for those with an unknown date of diagnosis, leave CS fields blank. 
 

3.2   CS Manual:  Access Coding Instructions for CSv02.04 (Manual Part 1 and Site Specific 
Schema) at http://www.cancerstaging.org/cstage/manuals/coding0204.html.  Do not use the 
CSv02.04 manual until you have implemented Version 2012 software. 
 

4.0  CS Site-Specific Factors (SSF):  No Change for 2012 Reporting    

4.1   No new Site-Specific Factors (SSFs) are required for 2012 reporting.  

4.2   See PCR Manual, Appendix J, PCR Required Site Specific Factors (SSFs) for a complete list 
of required SSFs. 
 

5.0 Data Items:  Changes to Required Data Items 
 

5.1   Physician Follow-Up:   
• Registry Hospitals: Effective with 2012 case reporting, use the field NPI-Physician 

Follow-Up (NAACCR #2475) to report physician information.  This change is now 
consistent with ACoS COC requirements. 

• Abstract Plus Hospitals:  Hospitals using Abstract Plus software shall continue to enter 
the hospital-specific physician number in the field Physician Follow-Up.  If there is no 
hospital-specific number assigned, enter up to eight characters of the physician’s last 
name.   
 

5.2    Scope of Regional Lymph Node Surgery: Current coding instructions for this data item 
have caused sentinel lymph node biopsies for breast cancer cases to be significantly under-
reported.  New instructions and clarifications emphasizing the use of the operative report as 
the priority source to code this data item will be incorporated into the PCR Manual 2012.  
The new instructions will be effective for cases abstracted in the 2012 version of software.  
Training on the revised instructions will be provided. 
 
For a complete description of the issue, refer to the document posted on the Commission on 
Cancer website at http://www.facs.org/cancer/ncdb/scope-regional-lymph-node-surgery.pdf.  
 

5.3    RX Summ Fields:  The following changes were made to RX SUMM Fields: 
• RX Summ-Surg/Rad Seq:  Code 6 was revised and Code 7 was added.   

o Code 6: Intraoperative radiation with other radiation given before and/or after 
surgery. 

o Code 7:  Surgery both before and after radiation 
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• RX Summ-Systemic/Sur/Seq:  Code 6 was revised and Code 7 was added. 
o Code 6:  Intraoperative systemic therapy with other therapy administered before 

and/or after surgery. 
o Code 7: Surgery both before and after systemic therapy. 

 
5.4   Grade/Differentiation:  The American College of Surgeons Commission on Cancer 

(ACOS COC) recently issued the following instructions for coding grade/differentiation, 
and incorporated this information into the 2012 FORDS:   

  
 “The Commission on Cancer (CoC) no longer supports conversion from other systems into 

Grade/Differentiation if the information can properly be recorded in one of the other more 
specific items. However, conversion may be required by some state or regional registries. If 
so, follow the instructions provided by the respective central registry.” 

 
 The PCR is not adopting this change to coding grade for 2012 cases at this time.  Reporting 

facilities shall continue to follow conversion instructions in the current PCR Manual.  If 
grade/ differentiation can be recorded in one of the other more specific items (Site Specific 
Factor and/or Grade Path Value/Grade Path System), record in the appropriate field(s) but 
also apply the conversion to code the ICD-O-3 data item Grade/Differentiation. 
 

5.4    For Registry Hospitals Only:  The following data items are still required to be reported to 
the PCR even though they are not required by the ACOS COC: 
• Date of Diagnosis Flag (NAACCR #391) – This flag is required because the PCR 

requires cases with unknown dates of diagnosis (including year ) to be reported. 
• Type of Reporting Source (NAACCR #500) 
• Date of Inpatient Adm (NAACCR #590) 
• Date of Inpatient Disch (NAACCR #600) 
• Institution Referred From (NAACCR #2410) – The PCR continues to use COC 

codes to identify facilities. 
 

 The following data item is no longer required by the PCR: 
• Fin Coding System (NAACCR #35) 

  
6.0    SEER Hematopoietic Database:  New Version to be Released for 2012 Reporting 
 

New reportability instructions and data collection rules for hematopoietic and lymphoid 
neoplasms go into effect for cases diagnosed beginning January 1, 2012.  The new database is 
expected to be released by SEER in May 2012.  As soon as the PCR receives the new database, 
we will forward the link to you. 

 
7.0 PCR Manual:  New Version of PCR Manual to be Released for 2012 Reporting 
 

The PCR Manual 2012 is currently being updated to reflect changes identified in this policy 
statement.  As soon as the new Hematopoietic Database is released, we will complete the 
revisions and post the new manual on the PCR website.  A blast e-mail will be sent to 
announce its release. 



 

Pennsylvania Cancer Registry (PCR) 

Policy Statement:  New PCR Reporting Requirements for 2013 Cases  
 
Number:  2013-55 Date Issued: January 10, 2013 

 

The purpose of this Policy Statement is to describe the new PCR reporting requirements effective for 
cases diagnosed on or after January 1, 2013 and for all other cases abstracted after 2013 

software has been implemented.   
 
1.0 Software:  New Software for 2013 Reporting (NAACCR V13)  

 

NAACCR Version 13 is the record format required to submit 2013 cases.  Due to changes 
from NAACCR V12.2 to V13, new software must be used to report 2013 cases.  If you 
complete 2012 reporting and are ready to abstract 2013 cases before you receive the updated 
2013 software, please contact your PCR Field Representative. 
 

Web Plus:  The PCR is waiting for CDC to release the V13 version of Web Plus.  After 
receiving and testing the updated version of Web Plus, we will notify hospitals that V13 
shipments may be submitted.  If you are ready to submit V13 shipments before receiving this 
update, please hold until you receive notification that the PCR is ready to accept V13 
shipments. 
 

1.1 Registry Hospitals:  Abstracting 2013 cases will require a minor software update and 
conversion of the hospital registry database by the software vendor.  Complete 2012 cases 
in the current version of your hospital registry software.  After closing out 2012, contact 
your cancer registry software vendor to provide the 2013 update and database conversion.   

1.2 Abstract Plus Hospitals:  Abstracting 2013 cases will require a software update.  
Complete 2012 cases in the current version of Abstract Plus.  After closing out 2012, 
contact your PCR Field Representative for instructions for abstracting 2013 cases.   

2.0 Edits:  New Version 13 PA Edits Metafile 

A new PA Edits Metafile is being compiled for incorporation into the V13 software.  V13 
metafile contains many new Collaborative Stage (CS) edits.  Cases abstracted and edited prior 
to implementation of V13 may fail new CS edits incorporated into this metafile and have to 
be corrected when opened after 2013 software has been installed. 

2.1 Registry Hospitals:  Version 13 PA Edits Metafile will be sent via email to cancer registry 
software vendors as soon as it has been completed.  Registrars will be copied on the email. 

2.2 Abstract Plus Hospitals:  Version V13 PA Edits Metafile will be incorporated into the 
2013 version of Abstract Plus.  After closing out 2012, contact your PCR Field 
Representative for instructions for abstracting 2013 cases. 

 
3.0 Collaborative Stage (CS) Data Collection System: No change for 2013 reporting. 
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4.0 CS Site-Specific Factors (SSF):  No change for 2013 reporting.  See PCR Manual, 

Appendix J, PCR Required Site Specific Factors (SSFs) for a complete list of required SSFs. 
 

5.0 Data Items:  Changes to Required Data Items 
 

5.1   Delete Place of Birth (Birthplace):  [NAACCR Data Item 250]  Place of Birth has been 
replaced by Birthplace--State [252] and Birthplace--Country [254] in order to include state 
and country separately using standard, interoperable codes rather than codes used only by 
cancer registries.   
 

5.2   Add Birthplace--State:  [NAACCR Data Item 252]  USPS abbreviation for the state, 
commonwealth, U.S. possession; or CanadaPost abbreviation for the Canadian 
province/territory in which the patient was born.  Codes provided in PCR Manual. 

 
5.3   Add Birthplace--Country:  [NAACCR Data Item 254]  Code for the country in which the 

patient was born. Codes provided in PCR Manual. 
 
5.4   Grade/Differentiation:  As a reminder effective with cases diagnosed in 2012, the 

Commission on Cancer (CoC) of the American College of Surgeons no longer supports the 
conversion from other grading systems into Grade/Differentiation [440] if the information 
can be properly recorded in one of the other more specific grade items (Grade Path Value 
and Grade Path System or CS SSFs for special grades.)   
 

 Consistent with guidance from CDC and SEER, the PCR will continue to require 

reporting facilities to follow conversion instructions in the current PCR Manual.  If 
grade/ differentiation can be recorded in one of the other more specific items (Site Specific 
Factor and/or Grade Path Value/Grade Path System), record in the appropriate field(s) but 
also apply the conversion to code the ICD-O-3 data item Grade/Differentiation. 
 

5.5    System Codes:  The following system codes* are no longer required by the PCR: 
 Race Coding System Current [170] 
 COC Coding System Current [2140] 
 First Course Calc Method [1500] 

* System Codes are codes programmed into your registry software or Abstract Plus and 
entered automatically into the abstract. 
 

6.0    PCR Manual:  New Version of PCR Manual to be Released for 2013 Reporting 
 

The PCR Manual 2013 is currently being updated to reflect changes identified in this policy 
statement.  A blast e-mail will be sent to announce its release. 
 
 



 

Pennsylvania Cancer Registry (PCR) 

Policy Statement:  Date of Diagnosis Reportability Change  
 
Number:  2013-56 Date Issued: January 25, 2013 

 

The purpose of this Policy Statement is to convey an important change to reporting requirements. 
 
Date of Diagnosis Reportability Policy   
 
Effective immediately, cases diagnosed prior to January 1, 1985 or with an unknown diagnosis 

date are no longer reportable to the Pennsylvania Cancer Registry (PCR). 
 
 Cases Diagnosed Prior to January 1, 1985 - Only reportable cases included in PCR Manual Part 

One, Reportable Diagnoses diagnosed or treated at the facility with a known diagnosis date on 

or after January 1, 1985 are required to be reported to the PCR.  Known diagnosis date means 
the year or the month and year, or the month, day and year are known or can be estimated.     

 
Exception : Histologic diagnoses with a behavior code of /0 (benign) or /1(borderline or uncertain) 
when primary to the intracranial and central nervous system (CNS) sites as listed in the PCR 

Manual are reportable when diagnosed on or after January 1, 2004. 

 
 Cases with Unknown Diagnosis Date – Cases with an unknown month, day and year of diagnosis 

are no longer required to be reported to the PCR.   
 

 Estimating Diagnosis Date - If information is available to estimate at a minimum the year of 
diagnosis, the case is reportable.  Instructions provided in the PCR Manual Part Three: Data Item 

Instructions, General Information-Dates should be used to approximate the diagnosis date 
whenever possible. 

 
While this change is effective immediately, cases submitted to the PCR in the NAACCR V13 format 
with dates of diagnosis prior to January 1, 1985 or unknown will be rejected and listed as such on the 
PCR Accession List. 
 
The PCR strongly recommends creating a list or electronic file containing at least patient name, date 
of birth, primary site, laterality, histology, diagnosis date, and reason for not being reportable to assist 
in the annual reconciliation procedure. 
 

Rationale 

Since the year 2000 when the policy to report all cases of cancer regardless of diagnosis date was 
implemented, the number of data items to be abstracted has increased dramatically.  This in turn has 
significantly increased the time required by facility staff to abstract these cases and by PCR staff to 
process them. Due to the length of time since diagnosis, no valuable information relative to their 
initial diagnosis and treatment is obtained from these abstracts.  The only benefit to abstracting these 
cases is in the reconciliation process which can be accomplished in a less time-consuming manner.     



Pennsylvania Cancer Registry (PCR) 

Policy Statement:  New PCR Reporting Requirements for 2014 Cases (Revised) 

Number:  2014-57 Date Issued: February 6, 2014 

Revised:  3/6/2014 

The purpose of this Policy Statement is to describe the new PCR reporting requirements effective for 
cases diagnosed on or after January 1, 2014, and for cases diagnosed before 1/1/2014.   

1.0 Software:  New Software for 2014 Reporting (NAACCR V14) 

NAACCR Version 14 is the record format required to submit all cases diagnosed 1/1/2014 or 
later and for cases diagnosed before 1/1/2014 that are identified after installation of V14 
compatible software.  Due to changes in reporting requirements and algorithms, new software 
must be used to submit these cases.   

1.1 Registry Hospitals:  Submitting cases diagnosed in 2014 will require an update to your
registry software and to Web Plus.  You may continue to abstract and submit cases 
diagnosed in 2013 or prior in the 2013 version of your software.  You may also abstract 
2014 cases in the 2013 software, but you may not transmit 2014 cases in the 2013 software.  

Prior to the 2014 upgrade, if you complete 2014 diagnosed cases and you cannot prevent 
them from being included in export files, please continue to abstract but do not submit any 
cases until you receive your 2014 software.  If any 2014 cases are submitted to the PCR 
prior to the 2014 update, the 2014 cases will be rejected by the PCR and the facility contact 
will be instructed to resubmit after conversion.   

After you have converted to the 2014 software and you have been notified by the PCR that 
the 2014 version of Web Plus is ready, you may submit all cases. 

1.2 Abstract Plus Hospitals:  Submitting 2014 cases will require an update to Abstract Plus
and Web Plus.  You may continue to abstract and submit cases diagnosed in 2013 or prior in 
the current version of Abstract Plus.  After closing out 2013, contact your PCR Field 
Representative for instructions for installing the 2014 Abstract Plus update.   

If you need to abstract 2014 diagnosed cases before the Abstract Plus upgrade is ready, 
contact your PCR Field Representative.  After you have converted to the 2014 version of 
Abstract Plus and you have been notified by the PCR that the 2014 version of Web Plus is 
ready, you may abstract and submit all cases. 

Web Plus:  CDC has released the V14 compatible version of Web Plus, and the PCR has 
requested the version customized for Pennsylvania.  After receiving and testing this updated 
version of Web Plus, the PCR will notify hospitals that V14 shipments may be submitted.  If 
you are ready to submit V14 shipments before receiving this update, please hold until you 
receive notification that the PCR is ready to accept V14 shipments. 
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2.0 Edits:  New Version 14 PA Edits Metafile 

A new PA Edits Metafile has been compiled for incorporation into the V14 software.  

2.1 Registry Hospitals:  Version 14 PA Edits Metafile will be sent via email to cancer registry
software vendors within the next two weeks.  Registrars will be copied on the email.

2.2 Abstract Plus Hospitals:  Version V14 PA Edits Metafile will be incorporated into the
2014 version of Abstract Plus.  After closing out 2013, contact your PCR Field 
Representative for instructions for abstracting 2014 cases. 

3.0 Collaborative Stage (CS) Data Collection System:  CS Version 02.05 (CSv0205) will
be required for use with cancers diagnosed 1/1/2014 and later and for cases diagnosed before 
1/1/2014 that are identified after installation of V14 compatible software.  Most of the changes 
in CSv0205 were to the mapping within the CS programs and algorithms.  There are no new 
codes.

4.0 CS Site-Specific Factors (SSF):  The following two SSFs for Breast are no longer required
to be reported to the PCR for all cases diagnosed in 2014 and later and for cases diagnosed prior 
to 1/1/2014 that are identified after installation of V14 compatible software. 
 SSF 10: HER2: FISH Test Lab Value
 SSF 12: HER2:  CISH Test Lab Value

PCR Manual 2014, Appendix J, PCR Required Site Specific Factors (SSFs) is included as 
Attachment B to provide an updated list of required SSFs for 2014.   

5.0 International Classification of Diseases (ICD)

5.1   ICD-O-3 Changes Effective January 1, 2014:  Use the new terms, synonyms, and related 
terms for existing ICD-O-3 codes listed below for all cases diagnosed 1/1/2014 and forward. 
(See NAACCR NARRATIVE, Summer 2013, Implementation of ICD-0-3 Updates.)   

Note:  This listing does not change reportability requirements.  Reportable histologies are still 
based on the following criteria: 
 ICD-O Behavior /2 or /3- All histologic diagnoses with a behavior code of /2 (in situ) or /3

(malignant) in the ICD, Second Edition (ICD-O-2) or Third Edition (ICD-O-3) are
reportable.

 ICD-O Behavior /0 or /1 – All histologic diagnoses with a behavior code of /0 (benign) or
/1 (borderline or uncertain) when primary to the intracranial and central nervous

system (CNS) sites listed below are reportable when diagnosed on or after January 1,

2004. 
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Add these new terms into your ICD-O-3 Coding Manual including the effective date. 

New preferred term 8150/0  Pancreatic endocrine tumor, benign (C25._) 

Move former preferred term to 
synonym 

8150/0  Islet cell adenoma (C25._) 

New related term 8150/0  Pancreatic microadenoma (C25._) 

New preferred term 8150/1  Pancreatic endocrine tumor, NOS (C25._) 

Move former preferred term to 
synonym 

8150/1   Islet cell tumor, NOS (C25._) 

New preferred term 8150/3  Pancreatic endocrine tumor, malignant (C25._) 

Move former preferred term to 
synonym 

8150/3  Islet cell carcinoma (C25._) 

New related term 8150/3  Pancreatic endocrine tumor, nonfunctioning 
(C25._) 

New related term 8152/1  L-cell tumor 

New related term 8152/1  Glucagon-like peptide-producing tumor (C25._) 

New related term 8152/1  Pancreatic peptide and pancreatic peptide-like 
peptide within terminal tyrosine amide producing tumor 

New synonym for related term 8152/1  PP/PYY producing tumor 

New preferred term 8154/3  Mixed pancreatic endocrine and exocrine tumor, 
malignant (C25._) 

New related term 8154/3  Mixed endocrine and exocrine adenocarcinoma 
(C25._) 

New synonym for related term 8154/3  Mixed islet cell and exocrine adenocarcinoma 
(C25._) 

New related term 8154/3  Mixed acinar-endocrine-ductal carcinoma 

New related term 8201/3  Cribriform comedo-type carcinoma (C18._, 
C19.9, C20.9) 

New synonym 8201/3  Adenocarcinoma, cribriform comedo-type (C18._, 
C19.9, C20.9) 

New synonym to primary term 8213/0  Traditional serrated adenoma 

New related term 8213/0  Sessile serrated adenoma 

New related term 8213/0  Sessile serrated polyp 

New related term 8213/0  Traditional sessile serrated adenoma 
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New related term 8240/3  Neuroendocrine tumor, grade 1 

New related term 8240/3  Neuroendocrine carcinoma, low grade 

New related term 8240/3  Neuroendocrine carcinoma, well-differentiated 

New preferred term 8244/3  Mixed adenoneuroendocrine carcinoma 

Move former preferred term to 
synonym 

8244     Composite carcinoid 

New synonym 8244/3  Combined/mixed carcinoid and adenocarcinoma 

New synonym 8244/3  MANEC 

New synonym 8249/3  Neuroendocrine tumor, grade 2 

New related term 8249/3  Neuroendocrine carcinoma, moderately 
differentiated 

New synonym 8263/0  Tubulo-papillary adenoma 

New related term 8290/0  Spindle cell oncocytoma  (C75.1) 

New related term 8490/3  Poorly cohesive carcinoma 

New related term 8811/0  Plexiform fibromyxoma 

New related term 8970/3  Hepatoblastoma, epithelioid (C22.0) 

New related term 8970/3  Hepatoblastoma, mixed epithelial-mesenchymal 
(C22.0) 

New related term 9471/3  Medulloblastoma with extensive nodularity 

New related term 9474/3  Anaplastic medulloblastoma 

New related term 9506/1  Extraventricular neurocytoma 
    

5.2   ICD-9-CM Casefinding List for Reportable Conditions:  The ICD-9-CM code list to identify 

reportable conditions was updated.  The revisions reflect changes to codes assigned to  
existing reportable conditions and do not represent any new reportable conditions. 
 
 Code 173  - 173 codes (malignant neoplasm of skin) were listed individually to eliminate 

non-reportable basal and squamous cell carcinomas of the skin 
 

 Code 238.6  - deleted from list.  Plasmacytoma and solitary myeloma are now coded to 
203.8. 
 

 Code 288.4 – deleted from list.  Langerhans cell histiocytosis is now coded to 277.89 
 
 

 Code 277.89 – added to list.  This code includes other specified disorders of metabolism 
(reportable terms include:  Hand-Schuller Christian disease, histiocytosis (acute) 
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(chronic), histiocytosis X (chronic)  
 

 Supplemental list – Effective January 1, 2014, the PCR will no longer maintain a 
supplemental casefinding list.  If time and resources permit, facilities may use the SEER 
supplemental list located on the SEER website at http://seer.cancer.gov/tools/casefinding/.  
 

5.3  ICD-10-CM Casefinding List for Reportable Conditions:  The ICD-10-CM code list to 
identify reportable conditions effective October 1, 2014 to December 31, 2014 is currently 
being developed.  You will be notified when it is posted to the PCR website 

 
6.0   Data Item:  Changes to Required Data Items 

 
6.1   Delete Grade Path Value:  [NAACCR Data Item 441]  Grade Path Value will no longer be 

required to be reported to the PCR for all cases diagnosed 1/1/2014 or later and for cases 
diagnosed before 1/1/2014 that are identified after installation of V14 compatible software. 

 
6.2   Delete Grade Path System:  [NAACCR Data Item 449]  Grade Path System will no longer 

be required to be reported to the PCR for all cases diagnosed 1/1/2014 or later and for cases 
diagnosed before 1/1/2014 that are identified after installation of V14 compatible software. 

  
6.3    Grade:  [NAACCR Data Item 440]  New instructions for coding grade were developed for 

implementation for all cases diagnosed 1/1/2014 and forward.  No codes have been added or 
deleted, and no software changes are needed to accommodate these new instructions.  The 
new instructions are included in Attachment A and will be incorporated into the PCR 

Manual 2014, Part Three:  Data Item Instructions.   Please review and be prepared to begin 
using the new instructions when abstracting 2014 diagnosed cases.  

 
 Note:  The relationship of Gleason Score to grade changed for 1/1/2014 and later diagnoses 

in order to have the grade field in sync with AJCC 7th edition.  According to the new 
instructions, a Gleason Score of 7 equates to grade 2 for cases diagnosed on or after 
1/1/2014.  This is a change from instructions for cases diagnosed from 2003-2013 when 
Gleason Score 7 was coded to grade 3.  
 

7.0    PCR Manual:  New Version of PCR Manual to be Released for 2014 Reporting 
 

The PCR Manual 2014 is currently being updated to reflect changes identified in this policy 
statement.  A blast e-mail will be sent to announce its release.   
 
With so many different effective dates for various data collection standards, the following table 
has been included as an easy reference and will be incorporated into the PCR Manual 2014 as 
an appendix. 
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Data Collection Standard Effective Date 

2014 

ICD-O-3 Changes  - New terms, synonyms, and 
related terms 

Date of Diagnosis 1/1/2014 and after 

Grade – New instructions for coding grade Date of Diagnosis 1/1/2014 and after 

2012 

Scope Regional Lymph Node Surgery Instructions 
revised 

Date of Diagnosis 1/1/2012 and after 

Hematopoietic and Lymphoid Database and Manual 
revised 

Date of Diagnosis 1/1/2012 and after; current 
web-based version should be used 

2010 

Collaborative Stage Revised (Version 2) Date of Diagnosis 1/1/2010 and after 

Hematopoietic and Lymphoid Database and Manual 
Implemented 

Date of Diagnosis 1/1/2010-12/31/2011 

New Reportable Hematopoietic/Lymphoid 
Conditions and terms added 

Date of Diagnosis 1/1/2010 and after 

2007 

SEER Multiple Primary and Histology Coding Manual 
Implemented 

Date of Diagnosis 1/1/2007 and after 

2005 

SEER RX Implemented 
Date of Diagnosis 1/1/2005; current web version 
should be used 

2004 

Collaborative Stage Implemented (Version 1) Date of Diagnosis 1/1/2004 and after 

Benign Brain and Central Nervous System tumors 
became reportable 

Date of Diagnosis 1/1/2004 and after 

2001 

ICD-O-3 Implemented Date of Diagnosis 1/1/2001 and after 
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PCR REQUIRED SITE SPECIFIC FACTORS  
 
Below is a list of the Site Specific Factors (SSF) required to be reported to the PCR for all cases diagnosed 
on or after January 1, 2010 or any case originally coded in CSv2 (Collaborative Stage Version 2).  If a 
schema is not listed, the PCR does not require any SSF for that schema. 
 

Note to Registry Hospitals: All SSFs required by the PCR are also required by the American College 
of Surgeons (ACOS) Commission on Cancer (COC).   

 

CS Schema Name 
SSF 

Number 
SSF Description 

Appendix 2 Clinical Assessment of Regional Lymph Nodes 

11 Histopathological Grading 

BileDuctsDistal 25 Schema Discriminator: Subsite of Extrahepatic Bile Ducts 

BileDuctsIntraHepatic 10 Tumor Growth Pattern 

BileDuctsPerihilar 25 Schema Discriminator: Subsite of Extrahepatic Bile Ducts 
Bladder 1 WHO/ISUP Grade 

2 Size of Metastasis in Lymph Nodes 

Brain 1 WHO Grade Classification 
Breast 1 Estrogen Receptor Assay (ERA) 

2 Progesterone Receptor Assay (PRA) 

3 Number of Positive Ipsilateral Level I-II Axillary Lymph Nodes 

4 Immunohistochemistry (IHC) of Regional Lymph Nodes 

5 Molecular Studies of Regional Lymph Nodes 

7 Nottingham or Bloom-Richardson (BR) Score/Grade 

8 HER2:  IHC Test Lab Value 

9 HER2:  IHC Test Interpretation 

11 HER2:  FISH Test Interpretation 

13 HER2:  CISH Test Interpretation 

14 HER2:  Result of other or unknown test 

15 HER2:  Summary Result of Testing 

BuccalMucosa 1 Size of Lymph Nodes 

CarcinoidAppendix 2 Clinical Assessment of Regional Lymph Nodes 

CNSOther 1 WHO Grade Classification 

Colon 2 Clinical Assessment of Regional Lymph Nodes 

Conjunctiva 1 Tumor Size 
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CS Schema Name 
SSF 

Number 
SSF Description 

CorpusAdenosarcoma 2 Peritoneal Cytology 

CorpusCarcinoma 2 Peritoneal Cytology 

CorpusSarcoma 2 Peritoneal Cytology 

CysticDuct 25 Schema Discriminator: Subsite of Extrahepatic Bile Ducts 

EpiglottisAnterior 1 Size of Lymph Nodes 

Esophagus 1 Clinical Assessment of Regional Lymph Nodes 
EsophagusGEJunction 1 Clinical Assessment of Regional Lymph Nodes 

25 Schema Discriminator: Involvement of Cardia and Distance from 
Esophagogastric Juncture (EGJ) 

FloorMouth 1 Size of Lymph Nodes 

GISTAppendix 11 Mitotic Count 

GISTColon 11 Mitotic Count 

GISTEsophagus 6 Mitotic Count 
GISTPeritoneum 5 Mitotic Count 

10 Location of Primary Tumor 

GISTRectum 11 Mitotic Count 

GISTSmallIntestine 6 Mitotic Count 

GISTStomach 6 Mitotic Count 

GumLower 1 Size of Lymph Nodes 

GumOther 1 Size of Lymph Nodes 

GumUpper 1 Size of Lymph Nodes 

HeartMediastinum 1 Grade for Sarcomas 

HemeRetic 1 JAK-2  

Hypopharynx 1 Size of Lymph Nodes 

IntracranialGland 1 WHO Grade Classification 

KidneyParenchyma 6 Fuhrman Nuclear Grade 

KidneyRenalPelvis 1 WHO/ISUP Grade 

LacrimalGland 25 Schema Discriminator: Lacrimal Gland/Lacrimal Sac 

LacrimalSac 25 Schema Discriminator: Lacrimal Gland/Lacrimal Sac 

LarynxGlottic 1 Size of Lymph Nodes 

LarynxOther 1 Size of Lymph Nodes 

LarynxSubglottic 1 Size of Lymph Nodes 
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CS Schema Name 
SSF 

Number 
SSF Description 

LarynxSupraglottic 1 Size of Lymph Nodes 

LipLower 1 Size of Lymph Nodes 

LipOther 1 Size of Lymph Nodes 

LipUpper 1 Size of Lymph Nodes 

Lung 1 Separate Tumor Nodules/Ipsilateral Lung 

Lymphoma 2 Systemic Symptoms at Diagnosis 
LymphomaOccularAdne
xa 2 Systemic Symptoms at Diagnosis 

MelanomaChoroid 2 Measured Basal Diameter 

3 Measured Thickness (Depth) 

4 Size of Largest Metastasis 
MelanomaCiliaryBody 2 Measured Basal Diameter 

3 Measured Thickness (Depth) 

4 Size of Largest Metastasis 

25 Schema Discriminator: Melanoma Ciliary Body/Melanoma Iris 
MelanomaConjunctiva 1 Measured Thickness (Depth) 

2 Quadrants 
MelanomaIris 4 Size of Largest Metastasis 

25 Schema Discriminator: Melanoma Ciliary Body/Melanoma Iris 
MelanomaSkin 
 
 
 
 

1 Measured Thickness (Depth), Breslow’s Measurement 

2 Ulceration 

3 Clinical Status of Lymph Node Mets 

4 LDH 

7 Primary Tumor Mitotic Count/Rate 

MerkelCellPenis 3 Clinical Status of Lymph Node Mets 

MerkelCellScrotum 3 Clinical Status of Lymph Node Mets 

MerkelCellSkin 3 Clinical Status of Lymph Node Mets 
MerkelCellVulva 3 Clinical Status of Lymph Node Mets 

11 Regional Lymph Node - Laterality 

MouthOther 1 Size of Lymph Nodes 

MycosisFungoides 1 Peripheral Blood Involvement 

NasalCavity 1 Size of Lymph Nodes 
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CS Schema Name 
SSF 

Number 
SSF Description 

Nasopharynx 1 Size of Lymph Nodes 

25 Schema Discriminator 

NETColon 2 Clinical Assessment of Regional Lymph Nodes 

NETRectum 2 Clinical Assessment of Regional Lymph Nodes 

NETStomach 1 Clinical Assessment of Regional Lymph Nodes 

Oropharynx 1 Size of Lymph Nodes 

PalateHard 1 Size of Lymph Nodes 

PalateSoft 1 Size of Lymph Nodes 

ParotidGland 1 Size of Lymph Nodes 

Penis 17 Extranodal Extension of Regional Lymph Nodes 
Peritoneum 1 Grade for Sarcomas 

25 Schema Discriminator 

PeritoneumFemaleGen 25 Schema Discriminator 
PharyngealTonsil 1 Size of Lymph Nodes 

25 Schema Discriminator 

Placenta 1 Prognostic Scoring Index Table 1 

Pleura 1 Pleural Effusion 
Prostate 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 Prostatic Specific Antigen (PSA) Lab Value 

3 CS Extension – Pathologic Extension 

7 Gleason’s Primary Pattern and Secondary Pattern Value on 
Needle Core Biopsy/TURP 

8 Gleason’s Score on Needle Core Biopsy/TURP 

9 Gleason’s Primary Pattern and Secondary Pattern Value on 
Prostatectomy/Autopsy 

10 Gleason’s Score on Prostatectomy /Autopsy 

Rectum 2 Clinical Assessment of Regional Lymph Nodes 

Retinoblastoma 1 Extension Evaluated at Enucleation 

Retroperitoneum 1 Grade for Sarcomas 

SalivaryGlandOther 1 Size of Lymph Nodes 
Scrotum 12 High Risk Features 

16 Size of Lymph Nodes 

SinusEthmoid 1 Size of Lymph Nodes 

SinusMaxillary 1 Size of Lymph Nodes 
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CS Schema Name 
SSF 

Number 
SSF Description 

Skin 12 High Risk Features 

16 Size of Lymph Nodes 

SkinEyelid 6 Perineural Invasion 

SmallIntestine 2 Clinical Assessment of Regional Lymph Nodes 

SoftTissue 1 Grade for Sarcomas 
Stomach 1 Clinical Assessment of Regional Lymph Nodes 

25 Involvement of Cardia and Distance from Esophagogastric 
Junction (EGJ) 

SubmandibularGland 1 Size of Lymph Nodes 
Testis 4 Radical Orchiectomy Performed 

5 Size of Metastasis in Lymph Nodes  

7 Preorchiectomy Alpha Fetoprotein (AFP) Interpretation 

9 Preorchiectomy Human chorionic gonadotropin (hCG) 
Interpretation 

10 Preorchiectomy LDH Interpretation 

13 Post-Orchiectomy Alpha Fetoprotein (AFP) Range 

15 Post-Orchiectomy Human Chorionic Gonadotropin (hCG) Range 

16 Post-Orchiectomy Lactate Dehydrogenase (LDH) Range 

TongueAnterior 1 Size of Lymph Nodes 

TongueBase 1 Size of Lymph Nodes 

Urethra 1 WHO/ISUP Grade 

Vulva 11 Regional Lymph Node - Laterality 
 
 
 
 



 
Pennsylvania Cancer Registry (PCR) 

Policy Statement:  New PCR Reporting Requirements for 2015 Cases  
 
Number:  2015-58 Date Issued: January 29, 2015             

 
The purpose of this Policy Statement is to describe the new PCR reporting requirements effective for cases 
diagnosed on or after January 1, 2015 or immediately as indicated below.   
 
1.0 Software:  New Software for 2015 Reporting (NAACCR V15)  

 
NAACCR Version 15 is the record format required to submit all cases diagnosed 1/1/2015 or later and 
for cases diagnosed before 1/1/2015 identified after installation of V15 compatible software.  Due to 
changes in reporting requirements and algorithms, new software must be used to report these cases.  
Do not abstract 2015 cases with the 2014 version of your software. 
 
Web Plus:  CDC will be releasing the V15 compatible version of Web Plus, and the PCR has 
requested the version customized for Pennsylvania.  After receiving and testing this updated version of 
Web Plus, the PCR will notify hospitals that V15 shipments may be submitted.  If you are ready to 
submit V15 shipments before receiving this update, please hold shipments until you receive 
notification that the PCR is ready to accept V15 shipments. 
 
1.1 Registry Hospitals:  Abstracting 2015 cases will require a software update and conversion 

of the hospital registry database by the software vendor.  Complete 2014 cases in the current 
version of your hospital registry software.  After closing out 2014, contact your cancer registry 
software vendor to provide the 2015 update and database conversion.   

1.2 Abstract Plus Hospitals:  Abstracting 2015 cases will require a software update.  
Complete 2014 cases in the current version of Abstract Plus.  After closing out 2014, contact 
your PCR Field Representative for instructions for abstracting 2015 cases.   

2.0 Edits:  New Version 15 PA Edits Metafile 

A new PA Edits Metafile will be compiled for incorporation into the V15 software as soon as it is 
released by NAACCR.   

2.1 Registry Hospitals:  Version 15 PA Edits Metafile will be sent via email to cancer registry 
software vendors.  Registrars will be copied on the email. 

2.2 Abstract Plus Hospitals:  Version V15 PA Edits Metafile will be incorporated into the 
2015 version of Abstract Plus.  After closing out 2014, contact your PCR Field Representative 
for instructions for abstracting 2015 cases. 

 
3.0 Collaborative Stage (CS) Data Collection System:  CS Version 02.05 (CSv0205) will continue 

to be required for cases diagnosed on or after 1/1/2015.   
 
4.0 SEER Summary Stage 2000 (SS2000):  Directly coded SEER SS2000 will be required for all 

cases diagnosed on 1/1/ 2015 and after and for cases diagnosed before 1/1/2015 identified after 
installation of V15 compatible software.  The PCR is currently developing SS2000 trainings.  More 
information will be provided soon.  The SS2000 Manual is located at http://seer.cancer.gov/tools/ssm/  
Pages 1-25 provide guidelines to help get you started. 
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5.0 International Classification of Diseases (ICD)/Reportability Changes.  Refer to the 
NAACCR Guidelines for ICD-0-3 Update Implementation 
(http://www.naaccr.org/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=u7d3sB71t5w%3d&tabid=126&mid=466) for 
details and further explanations of the following.   

5.1 Behavior code/Reportability changes- Effective with cases diagnosed on or after 
1/1/2015 Carcinoids, NOS of the appendix are now reportable and should be coded to 
8240/3. Document this change in your ICD-O-3 

5.2 Enteroglucagonoma, malignant Effective with cases diagnosed on or after 1/1/2015, 
Enteroglucagonoma, malignant is now coded to 8152/3.  Instead of 8157/3.  Document 
this change in your ICD-O-3 

5.3 New codes and terms- Many of the new codes slated to be effective in 2015 cannot be 
used because they are not among the acceptable histologies for the Collaborative Stage 
algorithms.  The below table lists the new terms and what code to use for 2015.  New 
instructions will be provided in 2016 for coding these terms, when Collaborative Stage is 
discontinued. 

New Term Code to use for 2015* 

Pancreatobiliary-type carcinoma (C24.1) 

Adenocarcinoma, pancreatobiliary- type (C24.1) 

8255/3 

Serrated adenocarcinoma 8213/3 

Micropapillary carcinoma, NOS (C18._, C19.9, C20.9) 8507/3 

Mixed acinar ductal carcinoma 8523/3 

Papillary tumor of the pineal region 9361/3 

Pilomyxoid astrocytoma 9421/3 

Angiocentric glioma 9380/1 

Pituicytoma 9380/1 

Papillary glioneuronal tumor 9505/1 

Rosette-forming glioneuronal tumor 9505/1 

*ICD-O-3 rule F applies (code the behavior stated by the pathologist).

5.4   ICD-9-CM and ICD-10-CM Casefinding List for Reportable Conditions:  Thereare 
no changes to the ICD-9-CM and ICD-10 CM casefinding lists. 

5.5   GISTs (Gastrointestinal Stromal Tumors) and Thymomas- Standard setters are 
still working on additional reportability guidelines for GIST and thymomas.  For now they 
have agreed on the following statement if the pathology report does not state “malignant”: 
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 “GIST tumors and thymomas are reportable when there is evidence of multiple foci, lymph node 
involvement or metastasis” 

 
6.0 SEER Hematopoietic Database:  New Version Released for 2015 Reporting 
 

A new version of the Hematopoietic and Lymphoid Database has been released for coding cases 
diagnosed beginning January 1, 2015.  There are no changes to the multiple primary rules or the 
primary and histology rules.  Obsolete codes have been removed and should no longer be used.  During 
the V15 conversion, obsolete codes will be converted to make data consistent over time.  Because of 
this conversion, registry hospitals may have manual review of old cases to complete.  Abstract Plus 
hospitals may have edits to correct if any old cases are opened and reviewed. 
 
The 2015 Hematopoietic and Lymphoid Database is found at: http://seer.cancer.gov/tools/heme/ 
 
A summary of the major changes that includes a description of the conversion is found at: 
http://seer.cancer.gov/tools/heme/update.html 
 

 
7.0   Required Data Items:  New Data Items and Changes to Existing Data Items 

 
 7.1  RX Date Mst Deft Srg (RX Date Most Definitive Surgical Resection of Primary Site) 

has been added as a required data item. 
 
  Definition:  Records the date of the definitive surgical procedure of the primary site performed as 

part of first course of treatment. 
  

7.2  RX Date Mst Deft Srg- Flag (RX Date Most Definitive Surgical Resection of Primary 
Site Flag) has been added as a required data item.  

 
  Definition:   This flag explains why there is no appropriate value in the corresponding date field, 

Date Most Definitive Surgical Resection of Primary Site 
 

 7.3 Sex- The following new codes have been added. 
 
  5- Transsexual, natal male 
  6- Transsexual, natal female 
  

8.0    PCR Manual:  New Version of PCR Manual to be Released for 2015 Reporting 
 

The PCR Manual 2015 is currently being updated to reflect changes identified in this policy statement.  
A blast e-mail will be sent to announce its release.   
 

9.0    PCR Web Site:  Along with the rest of the Pennsylvania government, the PCR has a new website.  
Please use the below link: 

 
 http://www.health.pa.gov/MyRecords/Registries/Cancer/Pages/CancerRegistry.aspx 

 
10.0  Records Accessioned by the PCR:  The “Records Accessioned by the PCR” list will no longer be 

sent to hospitals effective with shipments received in February 2015.  This list was generated at the time 
of receipt at the PCR.  This same information is available in Web Plus.  See Web Plus Submission List 
Procedure starting on the next page.
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Procedure: View Cases Submitted to the Pennsylvania Cancer Registry via Web Plus 
 
 

1. Log into Web Plus.   

2. The Web Plus home page for your facility opens. 

3. Click on File Upload. 

a. The following screen will display: 

 

4. Click on Previous Uploads and Click Track File Uploads 

 



5. A List of previous Abstract Uploads will be displayed. Click the View Abstracts for any selected shipment you
would like to review.

6. The list of Patients submitted for that shipment will be displayed.

7. If you would like to save a copy of this list for your files, this screen can be saved as an HTML document using
the save as function in your browser.  All browsers are different, so if you need assistence, please contact your
IT staff.

Note:  These lists will remain available until Web Plus is purged.  Typically Web Plus is purged in July and
anything >18 months old is removed.  So in July of 2015 anything from 2013 and earlier will be removed.



Pennsylvania Cancer Registry (PCR) 

Policy Statement:  Date of Diagnosis Reportability Change 

Number:  2015-59 Date Issued: June 1, 2015 

The purpose of this Policy Statement is to convey an important change to reporting requirements. 

Date of Diagnosis Reportability Policy  

Effective immediately, cases diagnosed prior to January 1, 1995 are no longer reportable to the 
Pennsylvania Cancer Registry (PCR). 

All reportable cases included under Part One, Reportable Diagnoses diagnosed or treated at the 
facility are required to be reported to the PCR only if the date of diagnosis is known to be on 
January 1, 1995 or after.  

Exception 1: Conditions only reportable if diagnosed on January 1, 2001 and after are not 
reportable if the date of diagnosis is between January 1, 1995 and December 31, 2000. 
Refer to the Hematopoietic and Lymphoid Neoplasm Database for reportability dates.   
http://seer.cancer.gov/seertools/hemelymph/ 

Exception 2: Benign and borderline tumors of the intracranial and central nervous system are only 
reportable if diagnosed on or after January 1, 2004 and are not reportable if the date of 
diagnosis is prior to January 1, 2004 or unknown. 

Rationale 

Due to the length of time since diagnosis, no valuable information relative to their initial diagnosis 
and treatment is obtained from these abstracts.   

Reminder 

As stated in PCR Policy Statement 2013-56 cases with an unknown month, day and year of diagnosis are 
not required to be reported to the PCR.  
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Pennsylvania Cancer Registry (PCR)

Policy Statement:  New PCR Reporting Requirements for 2016 Cases 

Number:  2016-60 Date Issued: January 2016 

The purpose of this Policy Statement is to describe the new PCR reporting requirements effective for 
cases diagnosed on or after January 1, 2016.    

1. Software:  New Software for 2016 Reporting (NAACCR V16)

NAACCR Version 16 is the record format required to submit all cases diagnosed 1/1/2016 or later 
and for cases diagnosed before 1/1/2016 identified after installation of V16 compatible software.  Due 
to changes in reporting requirements, new software must be used to report these cases.  Do not 

abstract 2016 cases with the 2015 version of your software. 

Web Plus:  CDC will be releasing the V16 compatible version of Web Plus, and the PCR has 
requested the version customized for Pennsylvania.  After receiving and testing this updated version 
of Web Plus, the PCR will notify hospitals that V16 shipments may be submitted.  If you are ready to 
submit V16 shipments before receiving this update, please hold shipments until you receive 
notification the PCR is ready to accept V16 shipments. 

a. Registry Hospitals:  Abstracting 2016 cases will require a software update and conversion
of the hospital registry database by the software vendor.  Complete 2015 cases in the current
version of your hospital registry software.  After closing out 2015, contact your cancer
registry software vendor for the 2016 update and database conversion.

b. Abstract Plus Hospitals:  Abstracting 2016 cases will require a software update.
Complete 2015 cases in the current version of Abstract Plus.  After closing out 2015, contact
your PCR Field Representative for instructions for abstracting 2016 cases.

2. Edits:  New Version 16 PA Edits Metafile

A new PA Edits Metafile will be compiled for incorporation into the V16 software as soon as it is
released by NAACCR.

a. Registry Hospitals:  Version 16 PA Edits Metafile will be sent via email to cancer registry
software vendors.  Registrars will be copied on the email.

b. Abstract Plus Hospitals:  Version V16 PA Edits Metafile will be incorporated into the
2016 version of Abstract Plus.  After closing out 2015, contact your PCR Field
Representative for instructions for abstracting 2016 cases.

3. AJCC-TNM Clinical and Pathologic Stage

Directly coded clinical and pathologic AJCC-TNM stage is required for all cases diagnosed on
1/1/2016 and after.

Clinical and pathologic indicators are being added to the AJCC T, N, and M data items. The
indicators are to be added by modifying the existing values for the individual T, N, and M data items.
The revisions will be incorporated into software look ups to allow for selection of necessary ‘p’
values within the clinical codes and selection of necessary ‘c’ values within the pathologic codes



when abstracting.  For a detailed explanation, see section 4.2 of the 2016 NAACCR Implementation 

Guide at: http://www.naaccr.org/StandardsandRegistryOperations/ImplementationGuidelines.aspx 

Web-based training is available at: https://cancerstaging.org/CSE/Registrar/Pages/default.aspx  The 
PCR will also be developing training. 

4. Collaborative Stage (CS) Data Collection System

The Collaborative Stage Data Collection System Version 02.05 will continue to be used for cases
diagnosed 2004-2015 and for the collection of the Site-Specific Factors (SSFs) for cases diagnosed
1/1/2016 and forward. There are no changes to the list of PCR required SSFs.  In addition to the
SSFs, Regional Nodes Positive and Examined and Lymph-vascular Invasion will continue to be
required. All other CS input data items are no longer required.

5. SEER Summary Stage 2000 (SS2000)

Directly coded SEER SS2000 will be continue to be required for all cases diagnosed on 1/1/ 2016 and
after.

6. International Classification of Diseases (ICD-O-3)

New codes and terms- The following was included in the New PCR Reporting Requirements for

2015 Cases policy statement.  However, the use of the new codes was once again postponed by the
standard setters until 2017.  Continue to use the codes provided for the new terms.

2015 Many of the new codes slated to be effective in 2015 cannot be used because they are 

not among the acceptable histologies for the Collaborative Stage algorithms.  The below 

table lists the new terms and what code to use for 2015.  New instructions will be provided 

in 2016 for coding these terms, when Collaborative Stage is discontinued. 

New Term Code to use for 2015* 

Pancreatobiliary-type carcinoma (C24.1) 
Adenocarcinoma, pancreatobiliary- type (C24.1) 

8255/3 

Serrated adenocarcinoma 8213/3 

Micropapillary carcinoma, NOS (C18._, C19.9, C20.9) 8507/3 
Mixed acinar ductal carcinoma 8523/3 
Papillary tumor of the pineal region 9361/3 
Pilomyxoid astrocytoma 9421/3 
Angiocentric glioma 9380/1 

Pituicytoma 9380/1 
Papillary glioneuronal tumor 9505/1 

Rosette-forming glioneuronal tumor 9505/1 

*ICD-O-3 rule F applies (code the behavior stated by the pathologist).
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7. Newly reportable Conditions/Tumors
In 2014 and 2015 SEER added new reportable histology terms to their Program and Coding Manual.
These terms had not been included in any ICD-O-3 errata and therefore were not addressed
throughout the cancer surveillance community. NPCR has reviewed the terms and determined that the
following are reportable. Therefore, they are now reportable to the PCR.  While there has not been an
official errata to address these histology terms, the PCR recommends adding them your ICD-O-3
Manuals.

a. Non-invasive mucinous cystic neoplasm of the pancreas with high-grade dysplasia replaces
mucinous cystadenocarcinoma, non-invasive (8470/2).

b. Solid pseudopapillary neoplasm of pancreas (8452/3) is synonymous with solid pseudopapillary
carcinoma (C25._)

c. Based on pathologist consultation, metastases have been reported in some cystic pancreatic
endocrine neoplasm (CPEN) cases. With all other pancreatic endocrine tumors now considered
malignant, CPEN will also be considered malignant, until proven otherwise. Most CPEN cases
are non-functioning and are REPORTABLE using histology code 8150/3, unless the tumor is
specified as a neuroendocrine tumor, grade 1 (assign code 8240/3) or neuroendocrine tumor,
grade 2 (assign code 8249/3)

d. Laryngeal intraepithelial neoplasia, grade III (LINIII) (8077/2), C320-C329)

e. Squamous intraepithelial neoplasia, grade III (SINIII) (8077/2), except Cervix and Skin

f. Mature teratoma of the testes in adults is malignant and REPORTABLE as 9080/3, but continues
to be non-reportable in prepubescent children (9080/0). The following provides additional
guidance:

• Adult is defined as post puberty
• Pubescence can take place over a number of years
• Do not rely solely on age to indicate pre or post puberty status. Review all information

(physical history, etc.) for documentation of pubertal status. When testicular teratomas
occur in adult males, pubescent status is likely to be stated in the medical record because
it is an important factor of the diagnosis.

• Do not report if unknown whether patient is pre or post pubescence. When testicular
teratoma occurs in a male and there is no mention of pubescence, it is likely that the
patient is a child, or pre-pubescent, and the tumor is benign.

8. ICD-9-CM and ICD-10-CM Casefinding List for Reportable Conditions

There are no changes to the ICD-9-CM and ICD-10 CM casefinding lists.

9. Required Data Items:  New Data Items and Deleted Data Items

Newly Required Data Items (for cases diagnosed on 1/1/16 and after)
Data Item Definition

Mets at DX-Bone Identifies whether bone is an involved metastatic 
site.  Replaces CS Mets at DX-Bone  

Mets at DX-Brain Identifies whether brain is an involved metastatic 
site Replaces CS Mets at DX-Brain 



Newly Required Data Items (for cases diagnosed on 1/1/16 and after)
Data Item Definition

Mets at DX-Distant LN Identifies whether a distant lymph node is an 
involved metastatic site 

Mets at DX-Liver Identifies whether liver is an involved metastatic 
site Replaces CS Mets at DX-Liver 

Mets at DX-Lung Identifies whether lung is an involved metastatic 
site Replaces CS Mets at DX-Lung 

Mets at DX-Other Identifies whether other metastatic involvement, 
other than bone, brain, liver, lung or distant lymph 
nodes exists 

Tumor Size Summary Records the most accurate measurement of a solid 
primary tumor 

TNM Path T AJCC pathologic tumor* 
TNM Path N AJCC pathologic nodes* 
TNM Path M AJCC pathologic metastases* 
TNM Path Stage Grp AJCC pathologic stage group* 
TNM Path Descriptor Identifies the AJCC pathologic stage (prefix/suffix) 

descriptor.*   
TNM Clin T AJCC clinical tumor* 
TNM Clin N AJCC clinical nodes* 
TNM Clin M AJCC clinical metastases* 
TNM Clin Stage Grp AJCC clinical stage group* 
TNM Clin Descriptor Identifies the AJCC clinical stage (prefix/suffix) 

descriptor.*   
TNM Edition Number A code that indicates the edition of the AJCC 

manual used to stage the case.* 
*Detailed site-specific codes for the TNM fields are defined by AJCC.

Deleted Data Items (for cases diagnosed on 1/1/2016 and after)
CS Tumor Size CS Extension 
CS Tumor Size/Ext Eval CS Lymph Nodes 
CS Lymph Node Eval CS Met at DX 
CS Mets Eval CS Mets at DX-Brain 
CS Mets at DX-Bone CS Mets at DX-Liver 
CS Mets at DX-Lung CS Version Derived 
Derived SS2000 Derived SS2000 Flag 
Derived AJCC-7 T Derived AJCC-7 T Descript 
Derived AJCC-7 N Derived AJCC-7 N Descript 
Derived AJCC-7 M Derived AJCC-7 M Descript 
Derived AJCC-7 Stage Grp 

10. PCR Manual:  New Version of PCR Manual to be Released for 2016 Reporting

The PCR Manual 2016 is currently being updated to reflect changes identified in this policy 
statement.  A blast e-mail will be sent to announce its release.   




