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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH





Invitation to Submit Written Commentary on Health Research Priorities
Commonwealth Universal Research Enhancement (CURE) Program 
The Pennsylvania Department of Health is inviting the public to submit written commentary                                                 to recommend health research priorities for the CURE Program for state fiscal year 2020-2021. Act 2001-77, the Tobacco Settlement Act, authorized the Pennsylvania Department of Health to establish a health research program, known as the Commonwealth Universal Research Enhancement (CURE) Program. CURE awards two types of health research grants: (1) health research formula grants, which are awarded only to hospitals, universities and non-profit organizations that have received three consecutive years of funding from the National Institutes of Health; and (2) non-formula grants, which are awarded competitively in response to a Request for Application (RFA) that is issued regularly. Any person or organization located in Pennsylvania is eligible to apply for the non-formula health research grants in response to the RFA. 

The non-formula health research grants fund biomedical, clinical and health services research projects that are consistent with specific research priorities. The research priorities for both formula and non-formula grants are reviewed annually and revised as needed. The research priorities are established by the department in conjunction with a Health Research Advisory Committee, which is chaired by the Secretary of Health. The CURE health research priorities since 2001 can be found on the department’s website health.pa.gov, under health research and CURE.

Please use the form below to prepare and submit your recommendations regarding the research priorities.  

This form must be submitted as a PDF via email no later than April 30, 2019, to: ra-healthresearch@pa.gov.  Only commentary that is submitted to the ra-healthresearch mailbox by the deadline will be accepted.  All commentary submitted by the deadline will be posted on the department’s web site under the CURE Health Research Priorities link. The department will not correct the commentary for spelling, grammatical or other errors. Any text that exceeds the page and size limitations specified on this form will be deleted, including any appendices. The Health Research Advisory Committee will review the commentary that has been submitted and then recommend individuals, who will be invited by the department to make presentations to the committee and answer committee members’ questions. The committee is not interested in receiving proposals for specific research projects. 
Questions?  Submit prior to April 1, 2019 to ra-healthresearch@pa.gov responses will be posted on the Department’s web site under the CURE Health Priorities link. 

1.  Contact Information – please complete the information requested below.  

	PERSON SUBMITTING COMMENTARY 

	NAME (First Name MI Last Name)

     

	DEGREE(S)

     
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Ms.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Mr.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Dr.

	POSITION TITLE

     

	MAILING ADDRESS (Street, City, State, Zip Code)

     

	NAME OF ORGANIZATION

     
	

	TELEPHONE (Area code, number and extension)

     

	E-MAIL ADDRESS:

     


2.  Health research priority – 
Only biomedical, clinical and health services research may be funded by the CURE Program. These are defined as follows:  

· Biomedical research is comprehensive research pertaining to the application of the natural sciences to the study and clinical practice of medicine at an institution, including biobehavioral research related to tobacco use.
· Clinical research is patient-oriented research which involves direct interaction and study of the mechanisms of human disease, including therapeutic interventions, clinical trials, epidemiological and behavioral studies and the development of new technology. 

· Health services research includes any of the following: (1) research on the promotion and maintenance of health including biobehavioral research, (2) research on the prevention and reduction of disease, (3) research on the delivery of health care services to reduce health risks and transfer research advances to community use. 

Please describe the health research priority – which disease, disability, injury or health problem is the research designed to prevent or control? 

	Title (indicate the health ISSUE that the PROPOSED research priority will address): 

     


	Description of THE PROPOSED health research priority: 

     



3.  Hypothesis-driven research questions – 
What are the specific hypothesis-driven research questions that need to be addressed?  
If there are no questions or hypotheses that need to be investigated for a particular type of research, enter “none” in the appropriate box. 
Biomedical research questions and hypotheses:

	     


Clinical research questions and hypotheses:

	     


Health services research questions and hypotheses:

	     


4.  Impact on health of Pennsylvanians – 
What is the health impact of the problem on the commonwealth population? Are there health disparities – vulnerable segments of the population that are disproportionately affected by the health-related issue?  Please provide data or statistics to support your statements. 

	     


5.  Availability to Testify before the Health Research Advisory Committee – 
Copies of the written commentary will be provided to the Health Research Advisory Committee. Committee members will review the commentary and determine whether individuals should be invited to attend the committee’s fall meeting. During the committee meeting, those individuals who are invited to testify will be asked to summarize the critical research questions related to their written commentary and then answer committee members’ questions. If invited by the department to do so, would you or your representative be willing to present commentary and answer questions about your proposed research priority at the committee meeting in the fall of 2019? 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes             FORMCHECKBOX 
 No


