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Facilities that report live births electronically to the Pennsylvania Department of Health, Bureau 
of Health Statistics and Registries (BHSR) do so through the Electronic Birth Reporting System 
(EBRS; currently, eVitals). These facilities include hospitals, licensed birthing facilities, and 
midwives. After a report of birth is registered, the facility may electronically access the case and 
submit corrected information for BHSR to accept as an amendment to the record. 

Facilities typically collect information from parents to complete the newborn’s report of live 
birth through a worksheet, such as the Birthing Parent’s Worksheet. This information is then 
transcribed by facility staff into the EBRS for registration with BHSR. Data entry errors made in 
this process, such as misspellings, can be corrected by the facility after registration through a 
“Hospital Correction” amendment. The worksheet serves as documentary evidence for the 
correction, demonstrating the information as it was provided by the parent to the facility. 

Effective immediately, facility corrections to information that prints on the birth certificate, 
including the child’s and parent’s names, date of birth, and sex, will be accepted for up to six 
months after the registration of the birth. This replaces the previous policy which limited these 
corrections to within 15 days of the date of birth. Amendments to medical data will continue to 
be accepted at any time.  

Facilities may still only make corrections to align the birth record with the information originally 
reported to them by the parents, as supported by documentation such as the Birthing Parent’s 
Worksheet. Changes to information on the birth record, such as adding parentage or changing the 
child’s name, must be requested by the parents through a Request to Modify. 

This revision should improve a facility’s ability to provide customer service to new parents as 
well as to streamline the fixing of data entry errors on newborn records. BHSR will be issuing 
courtesy notifications to parents when a correction is completed on their child’s record with 
guidance on how to exchange the birth certificate for a corrected copy. 

 
Contact Information:  
Stakeholder Support Hotline 
Phone: 800-323-9613 (toll-free) 
Email: RA-DHVITALSTATISTICS@pa.gov 

https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/Documents/Reporting-Registries/eVitals/Birthing%20Parent%27s%20Worksheet.pdf
https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/certificates/Pages/Forms.aspx
mailto:RA-DHVITALSTATISTICS@pa.gov

