
 
 

Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI) Advisory Board 
August 5th, 2022, Meeting Minutes 

10:00 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. 
In-person Meeting  

 
Attendees: Please refer to the attached document in sheet for Board Members and Guests in attendance. 

Public Participants/Special Guests: N/A 

Facilitator: Bridget Lowery, Chair 

Notes Completed By: Erika Pae, Department of Health (DOH), Bureau of Family Health 

Agenda Item Notes Action Items 
/Recommendations 

Party 
Responsible 

Welcome and 

Introductions 
(Bridget) 

Bridget Lowery chaired the meeting and welcomed Advisory Board members and participants. 

Introductions were made for individuals attending. 

N/A N/A 

Formalities 

(Bridget) 

The Board reviewed the meeting minutes from May 6th, 2022 meeting. A revision was 

proposed to the OLTL Waitlist section of the notes. The Board approved of the proposed 
revision.  Stefanie Bauman motioned to accept the meeting minutes with the proposed 
changes and Melissa Dehoff seconded the motion. May 6th meeting minutes were accepted.  
 

N/A 

 
 
 

N/A 



 
 

Board member 

Activities  

Greg Janik provided an update on the Pennsylvania Athletic Trainers Society (PATS) 

ConcussionWise Training. PATS is working with Sports Safety International to update the 
ConcussionWise training. PATS is hoping to have the new courses updated this fall.  
 

Kevin McDonald provided an update on his non-profit ReSTART. He stated he has trained 20 
new firefighters on Brain Injury Fundamentals, successfully incorporated Life After Brain Injury 
training into West Chester University’s sports medicine classes and is working with Delaware 
Firefighter School to provide training.  

 
Katherine Baum provided the update that she is working with BrainSTEPS and 12 different 
schools in Bucks County to evaluate groups of five to eight students who have an eight-to-

twelve-week psychoeducation. They will be asking how they are coping with behavioral, 
social, cognitive aspects.  
 

 
 

  

Office of Long-Term 
Living (OLTL); 
Community Health 

Choices (CHC) Update 
(Randolph Nolen) 

In lieu of Mr. Nolen’s absence, the group discussed issues individuals were having with 
accessing needed services and supports timely through Community HealthChoices Waiver.  
 

 

N/A N/A 

Department of Health 
(DOH) Update 

(Cindy Dundas and 
Nikki Adams) 

Ms. Adams provided  the following DOH updates: 
Virtual Component: Ms. Adams stated the Board has had several conversations regarding the 

need for a virtual component, but a decision has been made to move forward with solely an 
in-person meeting. She stated the intent of board is to be a working board. Over the last few 
years, Board meetings have turned into individuals providing updates. From recent feedback, 

it is clear the Board would like to move away from that to allow for open discussion and 
collaboration to strengthen the TBI Advisory Board and service system.  
Board Membership and Diversity 

N/A 
 

N/A 



 
 

-Ms. Adams provided the update on the postponement of the diversity training to the 

November Board meeting. She discussed the Administration for Community Living grant 
Board Member requirements and the need to recruit individuals with a TBI and diverse 
backgrounds.  

 
Lisa Tesler, the Developmental Disability (DD) Council representative, stated the DD Council is 
also looking to recruit diverse individuals. They are currently developing recruitment materials 
and an application to join the Counsel. Their current application contains questions such as 

“Tell us about yourself and your background,” and “Tell us how your experience will bring a 
new voice to our Council.”  
 

The Board discussed the possibility of creating an application for the Board, similar to the DD 
Council.  
 

Ms. Dundas provided additional DOH updates.  
The State budget was approved for State Fiscal Year (SFY) 2022/2023. The Head Injury 
Program (HIP) was funded at $4.2 million.   

 
In a few weeks, DOH will be doing budget request for SFY 2023/2024. DOH has several 
different sources of Brain Injury funding, including grants from ACL, State Funding, and the 
Human Resources and Service Administration’s (HRSA) Title V Block Grant.  The Title V Block 

Grant provides funding for Brain Injury and Opioids education and training, Acquired Brain 
Injury (ABI) Program, BrainSTEPS, and ConcussionWise Training. They are currently in the 
process of writing the yearly report and completing an application to obtain funding for next 

year. This is all due on August 12th .with the Department will meet with HRSA in October.  
 

Head Injury Program 
and Acquired Brain 

Injury Update 
(Amy Deiderick) 

Ms. Deiderick provided an update on the Head Injury Program (HIP). 
HIP is in the process of adding a new provider located in Montgomery and Centre County.  

 

N/A N/A 



 
 

HIP re-enrollment. Ms. Deidrick stated if an individual is re-enrolling into HIP directly after 

their initial HIP period, they must be completely discharged from HIP services in order to re-
enroll.  Individuals would not go into transitional case management if they will be re-enrolling 
into HIP. If an individual is interested in re-enrollment, HIP can send the application to the 

provider upon the applicant’s request. Per regulations, the application cannot be signed or 
submitted prior to discharge.  
 
It was asked if telehealth would be included in HIP services. Ms. Deidrick stated cognitive 

therapy may be provided via telehealth.  A column will be added to the HIP report to signify 
number of HIP clients receiving that service once the new Fee schedule is created.  

It 

Traumatic Brain Injury 

(TBI) Grant Update 
(Erika Pae) 

Ms. Pae provided the Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI) grant update.  

An  additional video will be created to target children ages five through twelve for the 
ConcussionWise trainings.  

N/A N/A 

Traumatic Brain Injury 
and Opioid Update 
(Brad Hartman) 

In lieu of Mr. Hartman’s absence, Ms. Vaccaro provided the TBI and Opioid updates.  
Currently, this program is focused on conducting an awareness campaign through outreach 

and Public Service Announcements (PSA) as well as providing trainings.  
Awareness campaign and PSA. BIAPA is tasked with keeping a log of outreach activities. They 
have made 80 contacts and reached out to every county Drug and Alcohol agency but has only 

received one return call. They have developed some print PSAs that could be used via a virtual 
platform or print. They have some PSAs recorded for radio, with durations of 30 seconds, 60 
seconds, and 90 seconds. It is uncertain how they will be used.  
 Trainings. Five trainings have been provided and five more are scheduled. They are 

developing a training for brain injury providers on how to better support individuals with 
substance use problems and anoxic brain injuries.  Brad is contacting other State agencies to 
assist with awareness and dissemination of training information.  Training Topics include:   

o Intersection of Opioids and Brain Injury  

N/A N/A 



 
 

o Brain Injury 101 and Anoxic Brain Injury. This training has two focus areas: 

individuals with a brain injury are susceptible to substance use and individuals 
without a brain injury may sustain one by using substances.  

 

Brain Injury Coalition 
Update 

(Monica Vaccaro  
Melissa Carmen, and 
Kevin McDonald) 

 

Ms. Vaccaro provided the updates for the Brain Injury Coalition. 

Brain Injury Legislation 

One of the main goals of the Brain Injury Coalition is to get sponsors for the Cognitive 

Rehabilitation Therapy Bill.  They have reached out to Congresswoman Judy Ward (Blair, 

Cumberland, Franklin, Fulton, Huntington counties) to find a constituent for a meeting in her 

office. She attended a Coalition meeting and is interested in joining. This bill is being modeled 

after a similar bill that was passed in Massachusetts.  

Brain Injury Funding  

The Coalition is also looking at other states that have brain injury funding written into their 

Governor’s budget. The Coalition has had a discussion with some of the states about their 

ability to accomplish getting a written line item into the Governor’s budget.  Some states 

conveyed they just listed the line item as “Core Brain Injury Services.” New Hampshire said 

they used Lobbyist to push for this. On August 26th, the Coalition will be meeting with a 

subject matter expert to discuss lobbying.  It was suggested the Coalition talk about which 

state agency they want to oversee this funding, whether that is Department of Human 

Services or DOH.  

  

N/A N/A 

PA Coalition Against 
Domestic Violence 
(Mae Reale) 

Ms. Reale provided the update for PA Coalition Against Domestic Violence (PCADV).  
 
Focus Groups PCADV conducted six focus groups consisting of 45 individuals from 37 domestic 

violence (DV) programs.  The results showed that many DV providers are not asking survivors 
about a possible TBI. Any time a DV survivor enters house programs, they do a brain injury 
screening (HELPPS). However, DV programs are missing a lot of survivors because they are not 

entering into the housing program.  DV programs requested the need for the following:  

N/A N/A 



 
 

• A resource list county by county, particularly resources that go beyond a neurologist or 
other medical professionals.  

• Brain injury-related trainings and videos to show to program staff and possibly DV 
survivors 

• Connections to brain injury healthcare providers and emergency medical service (EMS) 
providers to assist with screening and distributing TBI-related information 

• Information on how to refer survivors to TBI programs 

• Information on how to talk about the BI programs 

• A new TBI screening tool.  

• Specific desire for resources for survivors to manage their brain injury, resources for 
individuals that do want to talk to advocates about their brain injury because they are 
afraid their abuser will use it against them.   

• Resources to help advocates be more BI-informed, particularly from the survivor 
perspective. 

In November, they will be hosting a networking session with DV and EMS providers.   The goal 
is to connect EMS providers and DV programs together to train each on TBI in a train the 

trainer format.  One of the tools they are creating is a QR code that will be placed in the back 
of the ambulance that links to 10 helpful resources that  are county-specific or statewide, 
including the DV programs and brain injury services.  

Brain Injury Association 

of Pennsylvania 
Update (Ann Marie 
McLaughlin) 

Ms. Vaccaro provided BIAPA’s update on behalf of Ann Marie McLaughlin. 

 
BIAPA Conference. The conference was held on June 26th-June 28th. There were 235-250 
people in attendance. Committees are meeting to discuss next year’s conference to review 
things to improve on or change.  

Caregiver Support. For this year, BIAPA’s focus and mission is to enhance supports for 
caregivers. BIAPA conducted a survey on what they wanted or needed. The results indicated 
they wanted more support groups. BIAPA will also be enhancing their website to include more 

caregiving resources. BIAPA will be holding a Caregiver Focus Group on September 22nd at 
6pm.  Lisa Tesler provided the following  resource: National Caregiving Council released report 

N/A N/A 



 
 

Caregivers Act, Advisory Council- evaluated and documented nations caregiver, RAISE Family 
Caregiving Advisory Council | ACL Administration for Community Living 
BrainSTEPS. In the past quarter, there were 59 referrals made to the program. Ms. Vaccaro 

conducted a brain injury and opioids training for the BrainSTEPS Teams. Teachers did not 
know individuals can get a hypoxic injury from a non-fatal overdose.  
NeuroResource Facilitation Program. Currently, there are 25 individuals enrolled, with four 

NeuroResource Facilitators for each of the four regions of Pennsylvania.  There will be a 
COVID-19 Focus group held on August 25th at 5:00 pm on ZOOM to determine the gaps that 
have occurred for individuals with or without a TBI that have contracted COVID and for 

individuals with a TBI that were impacted by the pandemic.  
Ambassador program. The program now has several new partners, including Penn State 
University Rehabilitation Hospital, Reading Hospital, and Encompass in York and Reading.  
Service Coordination Brain Injury Training. Training will occur on September 16th and 

September 30th for UPMC Managed Care Organization.  
 

Workgroup Meetings Health Equity Workgroup. Ms. Bauman summarized the work outlined in the workgroup 
summary handout. The group discussed developing a nomination form for individuals that 

would like to join the board. It was suggested to do a one-page summary of what the board 
has achieved and how it has impacted the BI service system.  
Education and Resource Facilitation Workgroup. Ms. Pae and Ms. Reale summarized the 

work outlined in the workgroup summary handout and discussions were held. The group 
discussed ensuring individuals on the Board or attending Board meetings are sharing and 
presenting the same information. The group also discussed the possibility of applying for 

grants to do additional work and how to apply for them.  
Systems Workgroup. Ms. Vaccaro summarized their portion of the workgroup summary 
handout. The group discussed a possible collaboration with OMHSAS.  

N/A N/A 

Public Comments Pattiann Berton provided an update on her non-profit organization, Impacted Inc. They will be 
offering $10,000 in scholarships for students with a brain injury,  at the end of this year.  

 

N/A N/A 

https://acl.gov/programs/support-caregivers/raise-family-caregiving-advisory-council
https://acl.gov/programs/support-caregivers/raise-family-caregiving-advisory-council


 
 

 

Handouts: May Meeting Minutes, Agenda, HIP Activity Report and Referrals, and Workgroup Summaries. 

Facilitator Signature: ______________________________________________ Date: __________________________ 

 

Review Upcoming 
Meeting 

Next TBI Advisory Board Meeting is November 4th, 2022 
TIME: 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
Location: Giant Foods  
                 3301 Trindle Road  
                 Camp Hill, PA 17011 
 

N/A N/A 


