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COVID-19 vaccines approved or authorized for use by the Food and Drug Administration 

On August 23, 2021, the FDA approved the licensure of COMIRNATY (COVID-19 Vaccine, mRNA), made by Pfizer for 
BioNTech, as a two-dose series for prevention of coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) in persons aged ≥16 years. The 
vaccine is also authorized under EUA to be administered to: 

• Prevent COVID-19 in persons aged 12-15 years; and 

• Provide a third dose (i.e. additional dose) to persons aged ≥12 years with certain kinds of immunocompromising 
conditions. 

The FDA-approved Pfizer-BioNTech product COMIRNATY and the FDA-authorized Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine have the 
same formulation and can be used interchangeably to provide the COVID-19 vaccination series without presenting any safety 
or effectiveness concerns. Therefore, vaccination providers can use doses distributed under EUA to administer the 
vaccination series as if the doses were the licensed vaccine. 
Providers can find more information on these changes by reviewing the following CDC page:  
Interim Clinical Considerations for Use of COVID-19 Vaccines Currently Approved or Authorized in the United States. 

 

Pneumococcal disease and your adult patients 

Pneumococcal disease is a very serious illness. Infection can lead to a life-threatening pneumonia of the lower respiratory 

tract, and also presents a risk of meningitis and sepsis. This vaccine-preventable disease is caused by Streptococcus 

pneumoniae (pneumococcus), a gram-positive bacterium with more than 90 known serotypes. Spread by airborne droplets, 

all serotypes have the potential to cause serious illness, although, only a limited number of these are responsible for most 

cases of invasive pneumococcal disease (IPD). 

Symptoms of pneumococcal disease include a combination of the following: 

• Fever;  

• Cough; 

• Shaking chills; 

• Shortness of breath/difficulty breathing; 

• Chest pain; 

• Disorientation and confusion; and 

• Stiff neck and/or sensitivity to light (possibly meningitis). 
 
Who is most at risk for invasive pneumococcal disease? 
Pneumococcal pneumonia can affect anyone. Although infants are at risk, other groups considered most at risk include: 

• Adults 65 years and older; 

• Adults 19-64 with a compromised immune system; and 

• Adults 19-64 living with chronic diseases (such as diabetes, HIV, lymphoma, asthma). 
 

 

https://www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-and-response/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19/comirnaty-and-pfizer-biontech-covid-19-vaccine
https://www.fda.gov/vaccines-blood-biologics/qa-comirnaty-covid-19-vaccine-mrna
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/clinical-considerations/covid-19-vaccines-us.html#considerations-additional-dose
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According to the National Foundation for Infectious Diseases (NFID), it is estimated that more than 150,000 hospitalizations 
from pneumococcal pneumonia occur annually among adults in the U.S., and about five to seven percent of those who are 
hospitalized from it will die. The death rate is even higher in those age 65 years and older. Fewer people will get 
pneumococcal meningitis or bloodstream infection, but the mortality rate for these infections is higher (10 percent or more).  
 
Pneumococcal disease can cause serious illness and lifelong 
complications: 
➢ Pneumococcal meningitis can cause long-term hearing 

loss, seizures, blindness, and paralysis. 
➢ Patients who are hospitalized from pneumococcal 

pneumonia may take weeks to months to recover and 
may require admission to a rehabilitation or long-term 
care facility. 

➢ Pneumococcal disease can kill one in every four to five 
adults over the age of 65 who contract the disease.   
                                                                                  

Vaccinating your adult patients 
Two types of pneumococcal vaccines are available for your adult patients: PCV13 (pneumococcal conjugate vaccine) and 
PPSV23 (pneumococcal polysaccharide vaccine).  

PCV13: Adults should get one dose of this vaccine before starting or continuing doses of PPSV23.  
It is recommended for:  

• Adults 19 years or older with an immunocompromising condition, cerebrospinal fluid leak, or cochlear implant; and  

• Adults 65 years or older also can discuss and decide, with their vaccine provider, to receive PCV13.  
 

PPSV23: Adults should get one, two, or three doses of this vaccine, depending on their age, health condition, and timing of 
the first dose.  
It is recommended for:  

• All adults 65 years or older;  

• Adults 19 years or older with certain health conditions, like chronic illnesses of the heart, liver, lungs, or kidneys;  

• Adults 19 years or older who smoke cigarettes; and  

• Adults 19 years or older with an immunocompromising condition, cerebrospinal fluid leak, or cochlear implant. 
 

Provider Resources for use in your practice: 

For ideas on how to implement adult pneumococcal vaccination recommendations in your practice, CDC makes this guide 
available at Pneumococcal Vaccine Timing for Adults.  
 
If your adult patients have concerns about pneumococcal vaccines, click the following link for Addressing Common Questions 
about Pneumococcal Vaccination for Adults. 
 
The National Foundation for Infectious Diseases (NFID) has a fact sheet available that you can use when discussing why your 
adult patients should get vaccinated for pneumococcal disease:  Top Five Reasons for Adults to Get Vaccinated Against 
Pneumococcal Disease. 
 

Adult Immunization Practice Standards for All Healthcare Professionals: 

Standards for Adult Immunization Practice  

 
Please add the Adult Vaccine Program email to your address book:  RA-DHIMMUNIZE@pa.gov. 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/vpd/pneumo/downloads/pneumo-vaccine-timing.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/adults/downloads/fs-pneumo-hcp.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/adults/downloads/fs-pneumo-hcp.pdf
https://www.nfid.org/infectious-diseases/top-five-reasons-for-adults-to-get-vaccinated-against-pneumococcal-disease/
https://www.nfid.org/infectious-diseases/top-five-reasons-for-adults-to-get-vaccinated-against-pneumococcal-disease/
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/adults/for-practice/standards/index.html
mailto:RA-DHIMMUNIZE@pa.gov

