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VACCINES FOR CHILDREN (VFC) PROGRAM 
 
Influenza Vaccine Orders  
All influenza vaccine orders submitted through the online pre-book order form have been filled.  Providers may now 
return to normal vaccine ordering procedures and resume entering orders for influenza vaccine into PA-SIIS. 

 
Expiration Dates: VFC Vaccine Compared to Private Vaccine  
Pennsylvania VFC distributes the polio vaccine - Single-antigen IPV (IPOL) in 10-dose vials (multi-dose vials).  Multi-dose 
vials can be used until the expiration date printed on the vial unless the vaccine is contaminated or compromised in 
some way or there is a Beyond Use Date noted in the package insert. 
 
To prevent waste and be accountable for federal vaccine funds, it is required that VFC providers fully utilize open vials 
of the polio vaccine unless contaminated, exposed to temperature excursions, or expired. 
 
Providers who also carry private vaccine are expected to follow the PA VFC policy on VFC publicly funded vaccines 
regardless of internal policies on privately purchased vaccine. 

 
Vaccine Return & Waste Requests  
Effective January 1, 2023, the VFC Program will no longer accept paper return and waste forms.  All return and waste 
requests must be submitted using the online forms.  The procedures and instructions, as well as direct links to both the 
Spoiled/Expired Returnable Form and the Wasted/Destroyed Form are available on the VFC website, Resources and 
Forms page. 
 
Any paper return and waste forms received on or after January 1, 2023, will be returned and instructions regarding the 
online process will be sent via email to the person that completed the form. 

 
CHIP vs. MA Card Comparison  
An updated CHIP vs. MA Card Comparison chart has been added to the VFC website, Resources and Forms page. 
Providers can use this document when determining VFC eligibility for patients.  Children with MA (Medicaid) coverage 
are eligible to receive VFC vaccines.  Children with CHIP coverage are considered fully insured and are not eligible for 
VFC vaccines. 

 
Cold-Chain Shipment Change  
Beginning October 12, 2022, McKesson began utilizing an improved reusable shipping solution for some of the 
refrigerated VFC vaccine shipments shipping out of Memphis, TN. 
  
The new EcoFlex cooler will offer performance improvements and an opportunity to reduce waste.  This upgrade has 
many benefits, including a better customer experience, a more durable and improved shipping solution, and reusable 
materials.  This change also provides supply chain protection by re-using the shipper instead of requiring the production 
of a new shipper for every order.  Initially, this will replace the current single-use large and then the extra-large 
Styrofoam shippers and may expand to other size shippers in the future. 
  

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=QSiOQSgB1U2bbEf8Wpob3pv9mheMuTtMhBWc9vjZrhVUNEpPRE9MTThPQ1VaUzZSVVhFS1M0SzI2Si4u&wdLOR=c37D21FCD-AE90-456B-9207-0C8CF483A5E3
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=QSiOQSgB1U2bbEf8Wpob3pv9mheMuTtMhBWc9vjZrhVURjA4MVhKWDNFRDYzMFZPSFBVOTZPQ0ozNi4u&wdLOR=cCADD7848-4901-4FE1-AD12-6C67B0FB9B9E
https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/programs/immunizations/Pages/VFC-Resources.aspx
https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/programs/immunizations/Pages/VFC-Resources.aspx
https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/programs/immunizations/Pages/VFC-Resources.aspx
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Providers will ship them back to the vendor, Cold Chain Technologies, where they will be inspected, cleaned, and 
refurbished for re-use.  A prepaid UPS return label will be included on the inner flap of each EcoFlex cooler shipped.  We 
ask that Providers return the coolers via UPS on their next delivery day.  Providers will not need to schedule a pick-up if 
they have regular UPS delivery.  Due to the increased cost of these solutions, the return of the cooler is critical to the 
success of implementation. 
 
 Notes 

• Expired vaccines should not be returned in these packages. 

• Providers should be receiving a notice of the change in their current 
shipping solution. 

• Each new shipping solution will include a package insert with handling 
instructions. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PA HAN (Increased RSV Activity Nationally and in Pennsylvania) 2022/10/27 

Key Points 

Respiratory syncytial virus (RSV) activity is increasing in Pennsylvania and nationwide, and levels are higher 
than usual for this time of year.  

• Clinicians and caregivers should be aware of age-related variations in the clinical presentation of 
RSV. 

• Healthcare personnel, childcare providers, and staff of long-term care facilities should avoid 
reporting to work while acutely ill – even if they test negative for SARS-CoV-2. 

• Encourage parents and caregivers to keep young children with acute respiratory illnesses out of 
childcare, even if they have tested negative for SARS-CoV-2. 

• Encourage all individuals to receive influenza and COVID-19 vaccines as soon as possible to protect 
themselves against those respiratory viruses and avoid associated complications. 

Full article at - Increased Respiratory Syncytial Virus (RSV) Activity Nationally and in Pennsylvania (pa.gov) 

https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/Documents/HAN/2022-668-10-27-RSV.pdf
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ADULT IMMUNIZATIONS PROGRAM 
 
Pennsylvania Influenza Activity, 2022-2023 
The Pennsylvania Department of Health monitors influenza activity, conducts laboratory testing, and compiles reports 
on flu activity throughout the year but ramps up surveillance activities in the fall and winter.  For the 2022-2023 season, 
the influenza surveillance season began on October 10, 2022, and will run through May 20, 2023.  Updated influenza 
activity data will be posted every Wednesday throughout the influenza surveillance season, beginning on October 12.  
These updates will provide a summary on: 

• Current activity of influenza 

• Current trends in influenza as compared to previous seasons; and 

• Types and subtypes of influenza viruses that are currently circulating. 

 
Highlights for Week 49 (Ending 12/10/2022)   Source: 2022-23 Flu (pa.gov)  

• Seasonal influenza activity in Pennsylvania and the United States is high and is higher than at the same time of 
the year during the past five flu seasons. 

• Influenza A and B are identified by laboratory testing; however, influenza A is the predominant type. 
• Season-to-date, influenza A(H3N2) viruses have been reported by the public health laboratory for most of the 

specimens that tested positive for flu. 
• A total of 100,204 laboratory-confirmed influenza cases have been reported season to date.  Confirmed reports 

were received from the 67 state counties. 
• Percent of Emergency Department visits associated with influenza-like illness is higher than usual for this time of 

year. 
• Twenty confirmed influenza-associated death has been reported during the current season. 

Influenza and Healthcare Workers: Resources  
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) clearly states that the single best way to reduce influenza (flu) 
transmission in healthcare settings is through increased flu vaccination. 
The CDC recommends that all healthcare professionals receive an annual flu vaccination to prevent transmission to 
patients.  

• Healthcare professionals are frequently the source of flu in healthcare settings.  This is particularly troublesome 
for the vulnerable patients in their care, who may be at increased risk of severe complications, including flu-
related mortality. 

• Outbreaks have been documented in high-risk patient care areas, including organ transplant units, long-term 
care facilities, and neonatal intensive care units. 

• Flu vaccination rates among healthcare professionals have improved but still remain below public health goals. 
 

Here are some valuable resources on vaccination and healthcare workers, provided by the CDC  
 
Promoting vaccination in your workplace- Take action to keep your workplace healthy this flu season. Consider offering 
free on-site flu vaccinations at your business locations.  If your business cannot offer flu vaccine clinics onsite, encourage 
employees to seek flu vaccination in the community.  Making annual flu vaccinations part of your workplace wellness 
program offers many benefits to you and your employees.  
For more information, please go to this link: Promoting Vaccination in the Workplace | CDC  

https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/disease/Flu/Pages/2022-23-Flu.aspx
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/business/promoting-vaccines-workplace.htm
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10 Tips for Preventing the Spread of Flu at Work- Employees are a crucial resource at any business.  There are steps you 
can take now, and during the flu season, to help protect the health of your employees. 
Click this link to read more about these ten tips: Preventing the Spread of Flu in the Workplace | CDC  

  
Remind your employees to stay home when sick- All employees should stay home if they are sick until at least 24 
hours after their fever (temperature of 100 degrees Fahrenheit or 37.8 degrees Celsius or higher) is gone.  Temperature 
should be measured without the use of fever-reducing medicines (medicines that contains ibuprofen or 
acetaminophen). 

 
Note: Not everyone with flu will have a fever. Individuals with suspected or confirmed flu, who do not have a fever, 
should stay home from work at least 4-5 days after the onset of symptoms.  Persons with the flu are most contagious 
during the first 3 days of their illness.  Read more here: Stay Home When You Are Sick | CDC  
  
Vaccine Safety: Reporting Adverse Events to VAERS 
The Vaccine Adverse Event Reporting System (VAERS) is a national program managed by the CDC and the U.S. Food and 
Drug Administration (FDA) to monitor the safety of all vaccines licensed in the United States.  VAERS collects and reviews 
reports of adverse events that occur after vaccination.  An “adverse event” is any health problem or “side effect” that 
happens after a vaccination.  
  
What do healthcare providers need to report to VAERS? 
Healthcare providers are required by law to report to VAERS: 

• Any adverse event listed in the VAERS Table of Reportable Events Following Vaccination that occurs within the 
specified time period after vaccination. 

• An adverse event listed by the vaccine manufacturer as a contraindication to further doses of the vaccine. 
Healthcare providers are strongly encouraged to report:  

• Any adverse event that occurs after the administration of a vaccine licensed in the United States, whether or not 
it is clear that a vaccine caused the adverse event. 

• Vaccine administration errors. 
 

There are 2 ways to submit a report to the VAERS:  
 

Option 1:   Submit a VAERS Report online (Preferred)  
The online VAERS Report must be completed and submitted in the same session; it cannot 
be saved and edited at a later time.  Note: sessions time out after 20 minutes of inactivity; 
no information is saved.  
 
Option 2:   Download a Writable PDF Form and upload when ready  
The Writable PDF Form can be downloaded and completed electronically on your own 
time.  When ready, return to the VAERS Writable PDF web page (use link above) and 
follow Step 2 instructions to upload the form. 
 
Providers can review some Frequently Asked Questions concerning VAERS at this link: VAERS - FAQs (hhs.gov)   
CDC offers a one-page fact sheet highlighting the VAERS.  Providers are encouraged to print this fact sheet out and share 
it with coworkers and colleagues: VAERS | Vaccine Adverse Event Reporting System (cdc.gov)  

https://www.cdc.gov/flu/business/prevent-flu-workplace.html
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/business/stay-home-when-sick.htm
https://vaers.hhs.gov/docs/VAERS_Table_of_Reportable_Events_Following_Vaccination.pdf
https://vaers.hhs.gov/esub/index.jsp
https://vaers.hhs.gov/uploadFile/index.jsp
https://vaers.hhs.gov/faq.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccinesafety/pdf/vaers_factsheet1.pdf
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ADOLESCENT IMMUNIZATIONS PROGRAM 
  
Meningococcal Vaccination for Preteens and Teens 
CDC recommends meningococcal vaccination for all preteens and teens.  All 11- to 12-year-olds should receive a single 
dose of a meningococcal conjugate (MenACWY) 
vaccine.  Since protection decreases over time, 
CDC recommends a booster dose at age 16 years. 
The booster dose provides protection during the 
ages when teens are at highest risk of 
meningococcal disease.  Teens and young adults 
(16- through 23-year-olds) also may receive a 
serogroup B meningococcal (MenB) vaccine.  The 
preferred age to get MenB vaccine is 16 through 
18 years old. 
 
Preteens and teens are at increased risk for meningococcal disease, an uncommon but serious illness. 
Meningococcal disease can be devastating and often—and unexpectedly—strikes otherwise healthy people.  Although 
meningococcal disease is uncommon, teens and young adults 16 through 23 years old are at increased risk. 
Meningococcal bacteria can cause severe, even deadly, infections like: 

• Meningitis (an infection of the lining of the brain and spinal cord) 
• Bacteremia or septicemia (bloodstream infections) 

About 1 in 5 people who survive their meningococcal infection have permanent disabilities. 

There are 2 types of meningococcal vaccines available in the United States. Each type helps protect children against 
different serogroups (strains) of meningococcal disease. 

1. MenACWY vaccines provide protection against 4 serogroups: A, C, W, and Y. 
2. MenB vaccines provide protection against serogroup B.  

 
Currently no meningococcal vaccine offers protection against these 5 serogroups in 1 shot. 
 
Types of Meningococcal Vaccines 
 
MenACWY Vaccine 
Protection from a single dose of MenACWY vaccine declines in most teens within 5 years.  Teens need a booster dose at 
age 16 to provide protection during the ages when they are at highest risk.  However, teens who receive their first 
MenACWY vaccine dose at or after age 16 do not need a booster dose. 
 
MenB Vaccine 
CDC does not routinely recommend a MenB vaccine for all teens and young adults.  However, all teens may get 
vaccinated, preferably at 16 to 18 years old. 
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Note  
It is important to note that serogroup B meningococcal disease is relatively rare. However, outbreaks have occurred at 
several U.S. colleges during the past decade. 
CDC’s current recommendation gives people access to MenB vaccines to help prevent this uncommon, but serious 
illness.  In all cases, doctors and parents should discuss the risk of the disease and weigh the risks and benefits of 
vaccination. 

CDC has no preference as to which brand (Bexsero® or Trumenba®) of MenB vaccines should be given to a child.  Both 
brands require multiple doses, and all doses must be of the same brand. 
 
Coverage of MenB Vaccine 
Most health plans must cover CDC recommended vaccines with no out of pocket costs if an in-network healthcare 
provider administers the vaccine.  The VFC program covers the cost of MenB vaccination for the following individuals: 
 

• 16 through 18 years old 

• 10 through 18 years old at increased risk due to a medical condition 

• 10 through 18 years old identified as being at increased risk due to a serogroup B meningococcal disease 
outbreak 

 
 
Resources  
Meningococcal Vaccination: Recommendations of the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices, United States, 
2020 | MMWR (cdc.gov) 
Adolescent Meningococcal Vaccination: For Providers | CDC 
Meningococcal Vaccine Information Statement | CDC 
Meningococcal Vaccine Recommendations | CDC 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm6422a3.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm6422a3.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/rr/rr6909a1.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/rr/rr6909a1.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/vpd/mening/hcp/adolescent-vaccine.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/vis/vis-statements/mening.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/vpd/mening/hcp/recommendations.html
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COVID-19 VACCINE PROGRAM 
 
Boost with Bivalent 
As you know, monovalent COVID-19 vaccines, with exception of Novavax in certain conditions, are no longer authorized 
by the FDA to be used as a booster dose.  Monovalent vaccines can only be used to start or complete a primary series.  
Please find the CDC updates pertaining to bivalent vaccines below:  

• Bivalent COVID-19 booster vaccines (Moderna and Pfizer) are authorized for individuals >5 years as a single dose 
given 2 months after primary series or any monovalent booster dose. 

• Children aged 5 years who complete a Moderna primary series may receive either the previously authorized 
bivalent Pfizer-BioNTech booster dose or the newly authorized bivalent Moderna booster dose at least 2 months 
after completion of the Moderna primary series. 

• The previously authorized 3-dose Pfizer-BioNTech primary series for children ages 6 months–4 years has been 
revised as follows: a monovalent Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine is administered for the first and second doses, 
followed by 1 bivalent Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine as the third primary series dose, at least 8 weeks after the 
second monovalent primary series dose. A booster dose is not authorized for children in this age group who 
receive a Pfizer-BioNTech 3-dose primary series, including children who previously received a 3-dose 
monovalent Pfizer-BioNTech primary series. 

Link - Clinical Guidance for COVID-19 Vaccination | CDC 

Single Dose Vial (SDV) 
CDC has allocated a very limited number of single dose vial (SDV) Pfizer bivalent vaccine to its jurisdictional awardees. 

• Single-time allocation 

• Can be requested directly through PA-SIIS 

• Single Dose Vial (SDV) Pfizer Bivalent Booster (Ages 12+) 

• NDC: 59267-1404-02 

• Configuration: 10 single-dose vials/carton 

• Order quantity = 50 doses/order 

• Product dimensions: 1.457 in length × 1.535 in width × 3.504 in 
height 

• Storage and handling: Same as other Pfizer Tris products (e.g., 
store at ultra-low temperature until expiry, may refrigerate up 
to 10 weeks within expiry period) 

• No ancillary supplies will be provided with this SDV product 

• SDVs do not require low-dead-volume syringes 

Updating Provider Contact Information 
As provider COVID-19 site visits continue, it is important to ensure that the COVID-19 vaccine program has the most up 
to date contact information.  It is especially important to keep the primary and secondary COVID-19 vaccine 
coordinators up to date.  In addition, if there are any other staffing changes such as, but not limited to, chief medical 
officers, executive officers, or medical directors, please report these changes to the COVID-19 vaccine program.  Use this 
form to provide updates: Information Update Form for Providers Enrolled with Pennsylvania's COVID Vaccine Program  

                  Did you know? 

Effective December 1, 2022, providers can 
order smaller shipments of Pfizer 
vaccine’s gray cap formulation for 12 
years and older.  Both bivalent and 
monovalent vaccines can be requested in 
a minimum quantity, and increments of, 
180 doses per shipment.  Previously, this 
was 300 doses.  The minimum number of 
ancillary kits shipped per order, however, 
will remain at 300 for now. 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/clinical-considerations/interim-considerations-us.html
https://form.jotform.com/220553903579057
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Transporting COVID-19 Vaccines 
As part of the COVID-19 Vaccination provider agreement, providers are required to store and handle the vaccines under 
proper conditions, including maintaining cold chain conditions and chain of custody at all times in accordance with an 
EUA or vaccine package insert, manufacturer guidance, and CDC guidance. 
 
There may be circumstances where COVID-19 vaccine needs to be redistributed or transported such as:  

• An immunization program or commercial partner needs to redistribute vaccine within the jurisdiction based on 
need or to keep vaccine from being wasted. 

• Vaccine needs to be transported for satellite, temporary, or of-site clinics, including programs at long-term care 
facilities, or for administration to patients such as those in a home healthcare program. 
 

COVID-19 vaccines must be transported in a stable storage unit and monitored with a digital data logger (DDL).  Record 
the time and minimum/maximum temperature at the beginning of transport.  Transport equal amounts of vaccines, 
diluents, and ancillary supplies. Immediately upon arrival at the destination, the time and minimum/maximum 
temperature must be recorded.  Vaccines should be stored in an appropriate storage unit with a DDL.  If this is not 
possible, vaccines should be kept in the portable storage unit and the unit temperature recorded every time the 
portable unit is opened. 
Transporting vaccine requires that providers ensure the cold chain is maintained and that the vaccine is protected.  The 
full Storage and Handling Toolkit is available on the CDC website.  Providers should review and follow this toolkit for 
storage and handing requirements. 
 
Handling Temperature Excursions 
COVID-19 Vaccination Program providers must understand the reporting requirements for temperature excursions and 
the steps to follow when a temperature excursion occurs. 

• If vaccine temperatures are out of recommended ranges for less than 30 minutes during temperature logging, 
take immediate action to correct the problem.  Providers shall document corrective action taken on the 
temperature log and recheck temperatures every 30 minutes to ensure temperatures have returned to 
acceptable ranges.  If there is not enough space on the temperature log to document corrective action taken, 
write the action taken on a separate sheet of paper and attach it to the temperature log.  Retain this 
information for three years. 

• If vaccine temperatures are out of recommended ranges for more than 30 minutes, immediately call the vaccine 
manufacturers.  Mark the vaccine “Do Not Use”.  Contact your regional COVID-19 Vaccination Program field staff 
or the COVID-19 Vaccination Program RA account to request a copy of the Vaccine Incident Report and 
Worksheet.  This form shall be completed and submitted within five days of a temperature excursion.  Requests 
for the form can be submitted to RA-DHCOVIDVAX@pa.gov. 

 
Resources for Providers  
6 Things to Know about COVID-19 Vaccination for Children | CDC 
COVID-19 Vaccine Interim COVID-19 Immunization Schedule for Ages 5 Years and Older (cdc.gov) 
COVID-19 Vaccine: Quick Reference Guide for Healthcare Professionals (cdc.gov) 
COVID-19 Vaccination Provider Requirements and Support | CDC 
COVID-19 Vaccine Providers (pa.gov) 
COVID-19 (immunize.org) 
COVID-19 Suspensions (pa.gov) 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/admin/storage/toolkit/storage-handling-toolkit.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/planning/children/6-things-to-know.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fvaccines%2Fcovid-19%2Fplanning%2Fchildren%2F10-things-to-know.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/downloads/COVID-19-immunization-schedule-ages-5yrs-older.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/downloads/covid19-vaccine-quick-reference-guide-2pages.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/vaccination-provider-support.html
https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/programs/immunizations/Pages/COVID-19-Vaccine-Providers.aspx
https://www.immunize.org/covid-19/#tools
https://www.dos.pa.gov/Pages/COVID-19-Waivers.aspx
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State of the outbreak 

New MPOX cases remain on a downward trend across the commonwealth, including in Philadelphia and its surrounding 
areas.  As of December 7, there have been a total of 855 cases in PA; 544 cases in Philadelphia and 311 across the rest of 
the state.  In terms of vaccinations, as of Nov 28th, there have been 14,421 doses of Jynneos administered and recorded 
in PA-SIIS (for the area of Pennsylvania outside Philadelphia): 9,150 first doses; 5,251 second doses; and 20 third doses. 

 

Ordering JYNNEOS 
DOH has implemented a new ordering process for MPOX.  All orders of JYNNEOS will continue to be submitted to DOH; 
however, orders will now be submitted via the new PADOH MPOX Vaccine Supply Request Form & distribution of the 
vaccine will be shipped direct-to-site from the Strategic National Stockpile (SNS).  Orders may be submitted any day or 
time; however, the cutoff for weekly processing is Mondays at 11:59pm. Orders received after the cutoff will be 
included in the following week’s order processing. 
 
MPOX Vaccine Locator  
If your organization has not done so already, DOH encourages JYNNEOS providers to add their location to the MPOX 
Vaccine Locator.  Click the Login to contribute link on the top right, provide your email, then enter your location address, 
contact information, operating hours, and any other pertinent information for your clients. 
  
Supplemental MPOX Vaccine Administration Form 
Thank you for your diligence in reporting MPOX vaccination administrations to the Department.  As of November 10, 
2022, the collection of supplemental MPOX vaccination data is no longer required; MPOX vaccine administrations must 
still be reported in PA-SIIS.  Please reach out to the team at ra-dhMpx_vax@pa.gov if you have any questions.  
 
JYNNEOS Route of Administration Updates  
Intradermal administration (ID) is currently the preferred route of administration.  While pulling the skin taught, 0.1mL 
of the JYNNEOS vaccine should be injected intradermally, superficially between the epidermis and hypodermis layers of 
the skin.  The needle bevel should be facing upward and inserted at 5- to 15- degree angle.  Typically, the vaccine is 
administered in the volar aspect of the forearm but if a patient has a history of keloid scarring or concerns regarding the 
potential stigmatization that may result from the presentation of the wheal, JYNNEOS can also be administered in the 
upper back below the scapula, or at the deltoid.  The production of a pale elevation of the skin (wheal) is desired but not 
a requirement to be considered a valid administration.  If there is leakage that dose is considered a failed dose & should 
be readministered.  If a patient presents for their second JYNNEOS vaccine and had an erythema, induration at the site 
of the first dose, or requests it, then the second dose should be administered intradermally in the contralateral forearm, 
deltoid, or upper back below the scapula.  Please see the CDC’s Interim Considerations for Vaccine Administration for 
more information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MPOX VACCINE PROGRAM 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=QSiOQSgB1U2bbEf8Wpob3p8h3KVz4SFNj73kpizHBhFURElHN0I5UjM5MFJaNDdNRE8zUDFHRjZGSC4u
https://mpoxvaxmap.org/
https://mpoxvaxmap.org/
mailto:ra-dhmpx_vax@pa.gov
https://www.cdc.gov/poxvirus/monkeypox/interim-considerations/jynneos-vaccine.html#admin
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BEST PRACTICE REFRESHER  
 
Vaccine Ordering 
Providers are reminded to follow the procedures outlined below when placing vaccine orders in PA-SIIS.  It is especially 
important that all vaccine orders are carefully reviewed to ensure the correct vaccine, formulation (pediatric or adult), 
and quantity are ordered.  This will help to prevent errors, which lead to unnecessary and costly waste of vaccines.  

  
Prior to Placing a Vaccine Order 

• Confirm your site is not on ordering hold and there are no outstanding issues related to an incident report, 
training, or reenrollment, 

• Confirm your site’s information in PA-SIIS (i.e., shipping address, delivery times, etc.), 

• Accept previous shipments into PA-SIIS, 

• Reconcile inventory in PA-SIIS, and 

• Failure to adhere to the above requirements may lead to orders being delayed or not processed 
 

Placing a Vaccine Order  

• Order once a month: 1st through 15th (ordering frequency may be different for COVID vaccines) 

• Order only one month’s supply of vaccine, based on projected patient schedule, 

• Order by number of doses and in accordance with required ordering quantities, 

• Order according to type of facility (private providers are allowed to order only pediatric vaccines; public 
providers may order pediatric and adult vaccines), 

• Indicate in PA-SIIS “NOTES” field if needed by a specific date or any other special instructions, 

• Contact DOI at 717-787-5681 or email paimmunizations@pa.gov if you have problems or need help ordering 
vaccine, and 

• Review the order in PA-SIIS to verify you are ordering the correct vaccine and quantity prior to clicking 
“UPDATE” to submit for approval 

 
Required Vaccine Ordering Quantities 
Vaccines must be ordered based on the number of doses being requested, not the number of vials.  If a vaccine being 
ordered is only available in multiples of 10 doses (i.e., 10-pack of single doses), the minimum number of doses ordered 
must be 10.  Entering a “1” to order one 10-pack is incorrect. 
  
When placing vaccine orders in PA-SIIS, use the required ordering quantities below to determine the number of doses 
that should be entered.  Enter the number of doses needed based on the available multiples. 
 
 
 
 
  
 

  
  
  
All other non-COVID vaccines are ordered in multiples of 10 doses only. 

Vaccines to order in any number 
of doses 

Vaccines to order in multiples of 5 
doses 

Td  
PPV23  
Bexsero  
Shingrix  

 

Pentacel  
ActHIB  
Menveo  
MenQuadfi  
Adacel (SYR only)  

 

mailto:paimmunizations@pa.gov
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Vaccine Administration 
Each vaccine has a recommended administration route and site.  This information is included in the manufacturer’s 
package insert for each vaccine.  Deviation from the recommended route may reduce vaccine efficacy or increase local 
adverse reactions. 
  
When administering a vaccine by injection, choose the correct needle size based on the route, age, patient size, and 
injection technique.  CDC’s guide, Vaccine Administration: Needle Gauge and Length, reviews recommended needle 
gauges and lengths.  This guide is also available on the VFC website, Resources and Forms page. 
 
CDC v-safe: CDC’s v-safe after vaccination health checker is a smartphone-based system that uses text messaging and 
web surveys to provide personalized and confidential health check-ins.  Participants can tell CDC how they, or their child 
or dependent, feel after they receive any dose of a COVID-19 vaccine (including an updated bivalent booster) or a MPOX 
vaccine.  Participation in v-safe helps CDC monitor the safety of vaccines by allowing CDC to gather and analyze 
important information and monitor potential side effects in real-time.  This data helps to identify any safety concerns 
with a particular vaccine.   
 
Sign up for v-safe after receiving a COVID-19 or MPOX vaccine at vsafe.cdc.gov.  Visit the v-safe webpage at 
www.cdc.gov/vsafe.  Download or order free print copies of v-safe info sheets and posters (select “v-safe” in the 
Programs drop down menu on CDC-INFO on Demand).  Help spread the word.  Enroll in v-safe and tell CDC how you, or 
your dependent, feel after getting a COVID-19 or MPOX vaccine. 
 
Storage and Handling Reminder 
The following are some helpful tips to avoid temperature excursions caused by a door being left open: 

1. Always double check the door when closing it. 
2. Make sure the unit is level. 
3. Inspect the seals for frost or wear and tear. 
4. Inspect the DDL cord to make sure it isn’t affecting seals or closure. 
5. Consider staggering inventory to limit the time door is open. 
6. Consider placing a lock or Velcro strip on your unit. 
7. Institute an end of the day check list which includes verifying cold storage unit doors are closed. 

  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/admin/downloads/vaccine-administration-needle-length.pdf
https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/programs/immunizations/Pages/VFC-Resources.aspx
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/safety/vsafe.html
http://www.cdc.gov/vsafe
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccinesafety/ensuringsafety/monitoring/v-safe/print.html
https://wwwn.cdc.gov/pubs/cdcinfoondemand.aspx?ProgramID=240
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LETTER FROM THE DIRECTOR 
  

Season’s greetings! 
 
As the Director of the Division of Immunizations at the Pennsylvania Department of Health, I have the honor and 
privilege of leading the Pennsylvania Immunization Program.  While the last few years have been extremely 
daunting, they have also included many noteworthy accomplishments that we all should be proud of.  As we enter 
the time of year for gratitude and celebration, I would like to take a moment to highlight what I am thankful for. 
 
First, I would like to thank our wonderful providers and partners who day in, and day out perform the services for 
the people across the commonwealth.  We have gotten to know you well and the amazing work that you do.  It is 
all the more impressive to have done so under the numerous and long-lasting challenges presented by the COVID 
pandemic.  As we recognize the two-year anniversary of COVID vaccine administrations, I think of how we have 
collectively given nearly 25 million shots.  This is such a monumental achievement.  Vaccine providers put in long 
hours, make countless sacrifices, and keep up with an ever-changing array of vaccines.  We may never know just 
how many lives the COVID vaccine saved, but we should never doubt the impact it has made and the pride you all 
should feel in being part of this (hopefully!) once in a century undertaking. 
 
Next, I would like to thank our MPOX vaccinators.  Many of you had already been dealing with the stress and 
burnout and faced what felt like the end of the worst of the COVID work, only to have a new challenge thrown at 
you.  Yet once again you rose to the occasion, learned the details of a new vaccine and its administration methods, 
and dealt with even more obstacles.  This also includes what are to us many new partners, including HIV and STD 
service providers, who typically have not worked directly with our immunization program.  You stepped in and did 
your part and provided an essential service to people in a setting they trusted and were comfortable with. 
 
Next, I would thank our network of VFC and other routine vaccine providers.  Many of you took on the additional 
roles as COVID and MPOX vaccine providers.  But all of you played a key role in maintaining vaccine services for the 
people in need.  We are dealing with a changing landscape, with increased mistrust and disinformation about life-
saving vaccines.  But you remain vaccine champions.  And every shot you give is truly making a difference and could 
very well save the life of the person you are vaccinating. 
 
The county and municipal health departments and their immunization programs deserve a very big round of 
applause.  They are dedicated public servants who tirelessly serve the people who live and work in their parts of 
the state.  They cover all areas of vaccination, from VFC and 317, COVID and MPOX vaccine.  They are leaders in the 
vaccination world, and we thank them for their service and their partnerships. 
 
I would also like to say a word of thanks for the many partners throughout the PA Department of Health.  While 
they are too numerous to list here, please know that PA DOH is filled with many devoted and caring public health 
workers serving the state, and I am proud to call them my colleagues.  While the last few years have had many 
downsides, it not been without its benefits.  Chief among those is the connections built and strengthened among 
these DOH offices.  Ones that jump to mind for me include Emergency Preparedness and Response, Epidemiology, 
and Community Health Systems, but there are many others. 
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I could not go through a message of thanks without saying how amazing the staff of the immunization program 
truly are.  Time and time again I have seen these individuals and this team go the extra mile and then some, 
performing their work under short deadlines, long hours, and the stress and pressure of the microscope and 
spotlight being on them.  When times were tough, I knew that this team would rise to the challenge.  Again, there 
are so many to name, and I really hope that I don’t miss any.  We have our programmatic staff, our nurses and 
nursing consultants, who serve as ambassadors to our providers and as subject matter experts on various aspects 
of immunizations.  Our administrative and clerical teams, that process vaccines orders, take calls and emails, and 
help make the program areas run smoothly.  The PA-SIIS team, which has done their routine duties, faced the 
challenges of the data aspects of COVID, all while also undertaking the preparations for our new IIS (coming in 
January 2024).  And the COVID and MPOX staff, who have helped to build up new aspects of our program, under 
conditions often described as “building the plane while flying it.”  I could not be prouder of them all and the work 
that they do. 
 
Finally, I would like to thank our leadership here at PA DOH.  As this list is shorter, I will note some of them by 
name.  First, our bureau director in Communicable Diseases, Jill Garland.  Jill took on her role as bureau director 
just a few months before the COVID pandemic began, and boy did she get a crash course on the world of 
immunizations.  Over the last two and a half years, Jill has been right there in the trenches with us every step of the 
way.  She leads us and supports us and proves over and over that she truly cares about both her employees and 
the people that we all serve.  The same can be said for our executive leadership, deputy secretary Cindy Findley 
and her executive advisor Tiffany Heckard.  As many of you know, Cindy has a strong background in immunizations, 
having served as the VFC Manager and then for over four years (as my predecessor) as the immunizations program 
director.  Cindy and Tiffany were dependable, knowledgeable, and supportive throughout the last two plus years.  
There are many other executive leaders, including Acting Secretary of Health 
and Physician General Dr. Denise Johnson.  Secretary Johnson and her team 
are true leaders of public health and have repeatedly shown their genuine 
care for the people of Pennsylvania.  I can say that I am truly blessed to get 
to work under this leadership team. 
 
In closing, I once more want to state my gratitude for all of you and the work 
that you do.  It motivates and inspires me to be part of this community, and I 
hope that it does for you too.  We are: Dedicated; Motivated; Vaccinated. 
 
Thanks and best regards, 
Tom 
 

Tom McCleaf | Director – Division of Immunizations 

Pennsylvania Department of Health | Bureau of Communicable Diseases 

625 Forster Street, Room 1026 | Harrisburg, PA 17120-0701 

Phone: 717.787.5681 | Fax: 717.214.7223 

 
       Image: Tom in Portland, Oregon at the top of Multnomah Falls, while attending the 2021 AIRA National Meeting.  He 

is wearing his AIM tee shirt.  Tom was AIM’s Secretary-Treasurer in 2022 and will serve as AIM Chair-Elect in 2023. 
 

https://www.immregistries.org/about-aira
https://www.immunizationmanagers.org/about-aim/
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CONTACT US 
 

For all general concerns and questions please call our main line at 888-646-6864.  For program specific 
inquiries, you can also send an email to the following resource accounts: 
VFC: ra-pavfc@pa.gov 
Adolescent & Adult Vax: ra-dhimmunize@pa.gov 
COVID Vax: ra-dhcovidvax@pa.gov 
MPOX Vax: ra-dhmpox_vax@pa.gov 
PA-SIIS: ra-dhpasiis@pa.gov 
 
As many of you have requested, the contact information for Immunization Coordinators at your respective 
county/municipal health departments (CMHD) are provided below. 
 

County Staff Name Email Phone 

Allegheny  Annie Nagy annie.nagy@alleghenycounty.us 412-578-8570 

Allentown  Erin Barron  erin.barron@allentownpa.gov  610-437-7526  

Bethlehem  Lauren Vargas  lvargas@bethlehem-pa.gov  610-419-1125  

Bucks  Andrea Kauffman  ackauffman@buckscounty.org  215-345-3346  

Chester  Dale Weiser  dweiser@chesco.org  610-344-6467  

Delaware  Sandy Laporte  laportes@co.delaware.pa.us  610-202-0419  

Erie  Wendy Nielsen  wnielsen@eriecountypa.gov  814-451-6794  

Montgomery  Kalyn Roberts  kroberts@montcopa.org  610-278-5117  

Wilkes-Barre  Nicole Amos  namos@wilkes-barre.pa.us  570-208-4284  

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

VFC Monthly Webinar (3rd Thursday) - An email with registration information will be sent to all providers prior to 

each scheduled webinar. 

December 15, 2022, from 12pm-1pm. 

January 19, 2023, from 12pm-1pm. 

Adolescent Monthly Webinar - For registration, please email  jtorresdel@pa.gov  with the details on your session 
preference, your name, credentials, and work affiliation. 
 
Back to Basics for COVID Vaccine Providers (2nd Tuesday) 
January 10, 2023, from 10:30am – 11:00 am 
 
All Provider Call for COVID Vaccine Providers (3rd Thursday) 
January 19, 2023. from 10:30 am – 11:00 am 
  
Get Your Shots at the PA Farm Show Event, PA Department of Health Booth  
The PA Farm Show happens in early January every year in Harrisburg, PA  
WHEN: Saturday, January 7 – Saturday, January 14, 2023 
 

mailto:ra-dhcovidvax@pa.gov
mailto:l.renee.miller@alleghenycounty.us
mailto:erin.barron@allentownpa.gov
mailto:lvargas@bethlehem-pa.gov
mailto:ackauffman@buckscounty.org
mailto:dweiser@chesco.org
mailto:laportes@co.delaware.pa.us
mailto:wnielsen@eriecountypa.gov
mailto:kroberts@montcopa.org
mailto:namos@wilkes-barre.pa.us
mailto:jtorresdel@pa.gov
https://www.farmshow.pa.gov/pafarmshow/Pages/default.aspx

