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Vaccine Information Statements: What’s New 

Vaccine Information Statements (VISs) are information sheets produced by the CDC that explain both the benefits and 
risks of a vaccine to vaccine recipients. Federal law requires that healthcare staff provide a VIS to a patient, parent, or 
legal representative before each dose of certain vaccines. For those providers seeing adult patients, two recently 
updated VISs are available for hepatitis A and hepatitis B. 

• Hepatitis A Vaccine Information Statement: https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/vis/vis-statements/hep-a.pdf 

• Hepatitis B Vaccine Information Statement: https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/vis/vis-statements/hep-b.pdf 

• For all current Vaccine Information Statements, please visit the CDC’s VIS home page: 

 https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/vis/index.html 

When should providers start using a new Vaccine Information Statement? 

Ideally, providers will begin using a new VIS immediately. A provider might be reluctant to discard existing stocks of a 
VIS when a new edition is published. This will become less an issue as providers and patients begin to rely more on 
electronic, rather than paper, versions of VISs. As a general rule, when changes to a VIS concern the safety of the 
vaccine (e.g., contraindications or precautions, or adverse events), it is essential that the new edition be used 
immediately upon publication. 
 

Pennsylvania Influenza Activity 

While seasonal influenza activity is currently low in the state, 354 laboratory confirmed cases have been reported as of 

10/30/2021. These reports have been received from 40 out of 67 counties. Of note, while emergency department 

visits associated with influenza-like illness (ILI) are lower than the previous week – they are higher than this same 

week last year. 

 

The Continued Threat of Influenza and How to Sustain Influenza Vaccination Efforts 

The Immunization Action Coalition (IAC) presented an interactive webinar in September 2021, discussing issues 

providers may face when dealing with influenza in the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic. This hour-long webinar has 

been broken down into five videos, including a Q&A session. Topics covered include: 

• Influenza surveillance in the US and worldwide 

• Changes in circulation of other common respiratory pathogens, e.g., recent increases in RSV and other non-

COVID-19 viruses 

• Changes in vaccine strains and changes in influenza ACIP recommendations 

• The impact of influenza 

• Communications issues providers may face with regards to perceptions of the need for influenza vaccination 

• A public perspective on the importance of influenza vaccination and advocacy for vulnerable populations 

(chronic issues). 

Please click the following link to view this very informative webinar, archived on the IAC’s webinar page: 

https://www.immunize.org/webinars/seq1/ 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/vis/about/facts-vis.html#law
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/vis/about/facts-vis.html#give
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/vis/vis-statements/hep-a.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/vis/vis-statements/hep-b.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/vis/index.html
https://www.immunize.org/webinars/seq1/
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 Vaccine Safety: Reporting Adverse Events to VAERS 
The Vaccine Adverse Event Reporting System (VAERS), is a national program managed by the U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) and the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) to monitor the safety of all vaccines 
licensed in the United States. VAERS collects and reviews reports of adverse events that occur after vaccination. An 
“adverse event” is any health problem or “side effect” that happens after a vaccination. VAERS cannot determine if a 
vaccine caused an adverse event, but can determine if further investigation is needed.  
 
What do healthcare providers need to report to VAERS? 
Healthcare providers are required by law to report to VAERS: 

• Any adverse event listed in the VAERS Table of Reportable Events Following Vaccination that occurs within the 
specified time period after vaccination 

• An adverse event listed by the vaccine manufacturer as a contraindication to further doses of the vaccine 
Healthcare providers are strongly encouraged to report: 

• Any adverse event that occurs after the administration of a vaccine licensed in the United States, whether or 
not it is clear that a vaccine caused the adverse event 

• Vaccine administration errors 
 
There are 2 ways to submit a report to the Vaccine Adverse Event Reporting System (VAERS) 
Option 1:  
Submit a VAERS Report online (Preferred) 
The online VAERS Report must be completed and submitted in the same session; 
it cannot be saved and edited at a later time. Note: sessions time out after 20 
minutes of inactivity; no information is saved. 
Option 2:  
Download a Writable PDF Form and upload when ready 
The Writable PDF Form can be downloaded and completed electronically on 
your own time. When ready, return to the VAERS Writable PDF web page (use 
link above) and follow Step 2 instructions to upload the form. 
 
Providers can review some Frequently Asked Questions concerning VAERS by visiting 
the following link: VAERS - FAQs (hhs.gov) 
 
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) offers a one page fact sheet highlighting the VAERS. Providers 
are encouraged to print this fact sheet out and share it with coworkers and colleagues: 
VAERS | Vaccine Adverse Event Reporting System (cdc.gov) 
 
 
More information on reporting an adverse event to VAERS. If you need further assistance, please 
email info@VAERS.org or call 1-800-822-7967. 
 

  

Please add the Adult Immunizations Program email to your address book:   

RA-DHIMMUNIZE@pa.gov. 

https://vaers.hhs.gov/docs/VAERS_Table_of_Reportable_Events_Following_Vaccination.pdf
https://vaers.hhs.gov/esub/index.jsp
https://vaers.hhs.gov/uploadFile/index.jsp
https://vaers.hhs.gov/faq.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccinesafety/pdf/vaers_factsheet1.pdf
https://vaers.hhs.gov/reportevent.html
mailto:info@vaers.org
mailto:RA-DHIMMUNIZE@pa.gov

