
Pennsylvania Department of Health, Division of Immunizations, 625 Forster St., Room 1026, Harrisburg, PA 17120 Phone: 888-646-6864 

1 

Vaccines for Children 
Provider Notice 

 

Pennsylvania Department of Health 
Bureau of Communicable Diseases, Division of Immunizations 

 

March 2018 

 

 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) updated vaccine information statements 

CDC updated several vaccine information statements (VISs), effective February 12, 2018. Providers should note those 

VISs that impact their population, specifically Measles, Mumps, & Rubella (MMR), Measles, Mumps, Rubella & Varicella 

(MMRV), and varicella. Although CDC published these VISs to be used now, they confirmed that previous stock of VISs 

may be used until they run out. 

 

Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) 2018 immunization schedule 

The immunization schedule for children and adolescents from birth through 18 years, was approved by the ACIP 

effective February 2018. Please review the changes on the CDC Immunization Schedule page, with several important 

details noted here: 

• The Hepatitis B vaccine footnote was revised to include information regarding vaccination of infants less than 

2,000 grams born to HBsAg-negative mothers. 

• The influenza vaccine footnote was updated to indicate that live attenuated influenza vaccine (LAIV) should not 

be used during the 2017-2018 influenza season. A reference link to the 2017-2018 season influenza 

recommendations has been added. 

• The MMR footnote was updated to include guidance regarding the use of a third dose of mumps-containing 

vaccine during a mumps outbreak. 

• The meningococcal vaccine footnote has been edited to create separate footnotes for MenACWY and MenB 

vaccines. 

• The inactivated poliovirus rows of the catch-up schedule have been edited to clarify the catch-up 

recommendations for children 4 years of age and older. The poliovirus vaccine footnote was revised to include 

updated guidance for persons who received oral polio vaccine as part of their vaccination series. 

• The maximum ages for the first and last doses of the rotavirus series have been added to the rotavirus vaccine 

row of the catch-up schedule. 

The CDC immunization schedule page also has resources for providers to view or print schedules, along with ordering 

information for CDC materials. Beginning in early March, the 2018 CDC Vaccine Schedules App will be available for 

providers to download. This CDC app will be optimized for tablets and smartphones, and available for Apple and Android 

devices. 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/vis/what-is-new.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/vis/vis-statements/mmr.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/vis/vis-statements/mmrv.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/vis/vis-statements/varicella.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/schedules/hcp/child-adolescent.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/schedules/hcp/child-adolescent.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/schedules/hcp/schedule-app.html


Pennsylvania Department of Health, Division of Immunizations, 625 Forster St., Room 1026, Harrisburg, PA 17120 Phone: 888-646-6864 

2 

 

CDC You Call the Shots Modules for 2018 

Primary and back-up coordinators, along with other Vaccines For Children (VFC) staff needing to access the You Call the 

Shots modules for 2018 can find these courses on the Pennsylvania VFC Training page.  Please note the two courses 

listed on the page, under VFC Links: 

• You Call the Shots-Module Sixteen-Vaccines for Children Program—2018 

• You Call The Shots-Module Ten-Storage and Handling—2018  

 

Save the Date: 2018 Pennsylvania Immunization Conference 

The 2018 Pennsylvania Immunization Conference will be held in Harrisburg PA on Thursday, August 16, 2018, at the 
Harrisburg Hilton Hotel in Harrisburg PA, 17101.  

WHAT: 2018 Pennsylvania Immunization Conference  

WHEN: Thursday August 16, 2018 

WHERE: Harrisburg Hilton Hotel, 1 North Second Street, Harrisburg PA 17101  

Use 200 Market St. as the GPS-friendly address.  

 

Here are some helpful tips for ordering PA VFC vaccine, including reconciling your vaccine inventory.  

➢ All providers are recommended to order monthly (between the 1st and 15th of the month). To expedite orders, 

please ensure that all shipments are indicated as accepted and inventories have been reconciled properly.  

➢ You must reconcile your inventory before each order is placed. Your inventory on hand should match what is in 

your refrigerator and freezer.  

➢ To accept your shipments correctly in PA-SIIS, you must enter the total volume received and be sure it matches 

the total volume shipped. Then select “yes,” so it populates into your inventory. Please contact VFC personnel 

for assistance at 1-888-646-6864.  

 

 

 

 

Please add the Vaccines For Children email to your address book: RA-pavfc@pa.gov  

http://www.health.pa.gov/My%20Health/Immunizations/Vaccines-for-Children/Pages/vfc_training.aspx
mailto:RA-pavfc@pa.gov

