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Health Alert Network:  Seasonal Influenza Updates and Reminders 
The PA Health Alert Network (PA-HAN) serves as a communication network among state and local public health 
agencies, health care providers, hospitals and emergency management officials. 
The information provided on the PA-HAN website is based upon recommendations from the CDC and other health 
organizations. 
 
Seasonal Influenza Updates and Reminders 
On December 8, 2021, the following Health Update was issued on seasonal influenza: 

• The majority of flu viruses reported so far this season have been influenza A(H3N2) viruses.  Approximately 80% 
of reported cases have been in children and young adults, who often spread the flu. 

• H3N2-predominant seasons have been associated with more severe flu seasons, especially among older adults 
and young children. 

• Offer current seasonal influenza vaccine to all eligible persons aged 6 months and older.  Flu vaccination is 
especially important for high risk groups such as elderly and pregnant females.  Flu vaccine and COVID-19 
vaccine can be given at the same visit for those eligible to receive both. 

• Consider testing for both influenza virus and SARS-CoV-2 in patients with influenza-like illness (ILI). 

• Treat suspected or confirmed patients as soon as possible with antivirals if the patient is hospitalized, at higher 
risk for influenza complications, or developing progressive illness.  Starting antiviral treatment should not wait 
for laboratory confirmation. 

• Consider antiviral post-exposure prophylaxis during influenza outbreaks in institutions (e.g., long-term care 
facilities, university/college dormitories), especially where there is co-circulation of SARS-CoV-2. 

• Influenza is a reportable condition in Pennsylvania and all POSITIVE influenza laboratory test results, lab-
confirmed hospitalizations, and lab-confirmed deaths should be reported electronically through Pennsylvania’s 
public health disease surveillance reporting system: PA-NEDSS. 

• If you have questions about this guidance, please call your local health department or 1-877-PA-HEALTH (1-877-
724-3258). 
 
*Please click the following link to review the entire Health Update: 

 https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/Documents/HAN/2021-611-12-8-UPD-Seasonal%20Influenza.pdf 

 

Immunization Action Coalition (IAC): Ask the Experts 

The Immunization Action Coalition has a valuable resource available for vaccine providers – a page dedicated to 
answering more than a thousand questions about vaccines- including specific diseases, vaccine administration, storage 
and handling, and much more.  
 

For more information, providers are encouranged to click the following Immunization Action Coalition link:  

https://www.immunize.org/askexperts/ 

 

https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/Documents/HAN/2021-611-12-8-UPD-Seasonal%20Influenza.pdf
https://www.immunize.org/askexperts/
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IAC Express: Weekly Email News and Information 

Would you like to receive updates on the latest CDC vaccine recommendations, along with educational resources from 
the Immunization Action Coalition?  Subscribe to the IAC Express, and get the latest immunization news delivered to 
your inbox- best of all, it’s free.  IAC Express keeps you informed about new and updated vaccine recommendations 
from the CDC and new vaccine licensures by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA).  You’ll read about newly posted 
Vaccine Information Statements (VIS’s) and their translations, new immunization education materials from IAC, and the 
latest resources released from CDC and other organizations. 
 

Providers interested in subscribing can click the following link for the sign-up page: 

https://www.immunize.org/subscribe/ 

 

 
Standing Orders: Creating and Using Standing Orders in Your Practice Setting     
Immunization rates for adults in the United States are much too low: Influenza (49%), 
Tdap (17%), and Zoster (24%).  As a result, more morbidity and mortality are associated 
with adult vaccine-preventable diseases (VPDs) than with pediatric VPDs, where stronger 
immunization efforts exist.  

Medical practices can help remedy this situation by implementing standing orders. These 
key practice components have been demonstrated to: 

• Streamline assessment of the need for and the administration of vaccines 

• Improve vaccine coverage rates in the practice 

• Improve patient care 
 

Despite the endorsement of the use of standing orders by multiple major medical and 
public health organizations, these simple tools are not being implemented in many adult 
practices, leading to multiple missed opportunities to vaccinate patients and to prevent 
unnecessary disease and death. 

➢ 10 Steps to Implementing Standing Orders for Immunization in Your Practice Setting 
 Please click the following link for suggested steps to help you establish and use standing orders in your practice: 
 https://www.immunize.org/catg.d/p3067.pdf 
 
“Standing orders are one of the most effective and cost-effective methods to raise immunization rates.  For standing 
orders to be most effective, a routine trigger is needed, such as vaccination as a vital sign.” 

Richard K Zimmerman, MD, MPH 
Professor, Department of Family Medicine, University of Pittsburgh 

 

 
 
 

Please add the Adult Vaccine Program email to your address book:  RA-DHIMMUNIZE@pa.gov. 
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