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SIIS Vaccine Ordering and Training Video 

 

Pennsylvania’s Bureau of Health Statistics and Registries has a new WebEx for PA SIIS users who order vaccines. The video can 

be found on their website: 

http://www.health.pa.gov/MyRecords/Registries/PA%20SIIS/Pages/default.aspx#.Wp7lEWQo6Uk by clicking on “PA SIIS 

Vaccine Ordering/Shipment Process Training Video” under the Quick Links Section. 

 

Update: 2018 Provider Handbook Revisions 

The revised 2018 Provider Handbook is coming soon. Revisions were made with input from the CDC 2018 Storage and Handling 

Toolkit, along with contributions from the Pennsylvania Division of Immunizations. Some highlights for providers to be aware 

of for 2018: 

• Language will reflect new criteria of 4-7 days of stable in-range temperatures in order to meet approval when a 
refrigerator or freezer is purchased. However, on a case by case basis, when purpose built units are being considered 
this timeline may be shorter. 

• VFC providers will verify alternate sites for vaccine storage on at least a quarterly basis or when staffing changes occur, 
including confirmation that the emergency site is still available and meets all VFC criteria. Providers will document this 
information on their emergency/disaster plan, with signatures and dates, each time the verification is done. If there is 
a change in primary coordinator or backup coordinator, provider will notify VFC program.  

 

CDC Vaccine Storage and Handling Toolkit 

The Vaccine Storage and Handling Toolkit[2.5 MB, 81 pages] was updated in January 2018. The updates include: 

• A reorganized table of contents to better navigate the toolkit 

• Revised recommendations for monitoring and recording storage unit temperature 

• A new document on how to handle a temperature excursion in your vaccine storage unit 

• Updated content to reflect current vaccine products on the market 

And be sure to check out the redesigned You Call the Shots: Storage and Handling training module that includes the updates 
and changes made to the Vaccine Storage and Handling Toolkit. 

  

http://www.health.pa.gov/MyRecords/Registries/PA%20SIIS/Pages/default.aspx#.Wp7lEWQo6Uk
https://www2a.cdc.gov/nip/isd/ycts/mod1/courses/sh/ce.asp
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CDC 1918 Flu Pandemic Commemoration 

 

This year marks 100 years since the 1918 influenza pandemic, the most severe pandemic in recent history. The 1918 flu swept 

the globe, infecting an estimated one-third of the world’s population and killing an estimated 50 million people worldwide, 

including 675,000 Americans. CDC will commemorate the 1918 pandemic with a series of events, exhibits, and 

communications activities in remembrance of the pandemic and to mark the progress made in pandemic flu preparedness and 

response. More information and updates can be found on the 1918 Flu Commemoration website. 

 

 

Question of the Month  

 

Question:  What are the VFC regulations regarding a child who received VFC vaccine while uninsured, but at the next visit is 

found to have insurance?  

Answer:  VFC providers are required to determine eligibility for VFC vaccine at each patient encounter, with the child then 
being eligible on that date of service. Although there are times when an uninsured VFC-eligible child receives VFC vaccine and 
then receives insurance coverage at a later date, this does not in any way change that child’s status regarding the earlier date 
of service.  Providers are responsible to verify eligibility on each visit and use the appropriate vaccine for the coverage 
indicated on that encounter. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  

 

Please add the Vaccines for Children email to your address book: RA-pavfc@pa.gov  

https://www.cdc.gov/flu/pandemic-resources/1918-commemoration/index.htm
mailto:RA-pavfc@pa.gov

