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CDC guidance for Hepatitis B Recombivax HB shortage 

CDC has issued the following guidance regarding Merck’s manufacturing issue and supply of pediatric hepatitis B Recombivax 

HB vaccine: 

“Merck’s supply of pediatric hepatitis B vaccine (Recombivax HB®) will continue to be limited for the remainder of 2018 due to 

a manufacturing issue. To supplement current vaccine availability, GSK will continue to make an increased amount of pediatric 

hepatitis B-containing vaccine available, including both single-component vaccine (Engerix-B®) and combination vaccine 

(Pediarix®).  

This increase is sufficient to address the gap in supply related to Merck’s manufacturing issue so that infants and young 

children can continue to receive their recommended hepatitis B vaccine series on time. Importantly, sufficient single-

component hepatitis B vaccine will be available to continue to deliver the birth dose of hepatitis B vaccine for infants.  

CDC has provided general guidance for pediatric hepatitis B vaccine and an implementation plan that provides options for 

giving vaccine during this time.”  

• Details on addressing this shortage can be found on the CDC’s Pediatric Hepatitis B Vaccination Guidance during the 

2018 Supply Shortage.  

• Providers should continue to follow the recommendations as given by the Advisory Committee on Immunization 

Practices (ACIP) for hepatitis B vaccine recommendations. 

• For additional information on vaccine supply updates, please visit the CDC’s Current Vaccine Shortages & Delays web 

page. 

 

Returned Vaccine and Wasted Vaccine 

Providers are reminded that returnable vaccine and wasted vaccine must be reported to the Vaccines for Children program. 

Please refer to the VFC program handbook Section 3 – Vaccine Management, Ordering and Returning: 

All vaccines, including flu, deemed “returnable non-viable” should be returned within six months after the expiration 

date. However, vaccines that have expired more than six months will still be accepted. When requesting a shipping 

label for the return of vaccines, please allow one to five business days to receive notification. Complete the vaccine 

return and accountability form for returning all vaccines (Section 6-F).  

 

Vaccines may be returned when:  

• They are expired and unopened;  

• They are stored or handled improperly (must complete incident report);  

• A storage unit failure occurs (must complete incident report); or  

• A power outage occurs (must complete incident report).  

 

* Please remember that all vaccines to be returned must be unopened.  See section 6-F: Vaccine Return and Accountability, 

for more detail on returnable and non-returnable vaccines. 

 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/clinical-resources/downloads/2018-Pediatric-Hepatitis-B-Vaccine-Supply-Update-and-Guidance-Table.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/clinical-resources/downloads/2018-Pediatric-Hepatitis-B-Vaccine-Supply-Update-and-Guidance-Table.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/67/rr/pdfs/rr6701-H.PDF
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/67/rr/pdfs/rr6701-H.PDF
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/clinical-resources/shortages.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/clinical-resources/shortages.html
http://www.health.pa.gov/My%20Health/Immunizations/Vaccines-for-Children/Documents/Approved%20Section%206-F%20%20Vaccine%20Return%20And%20Accountability%20Forms%202016.pdf
http://www.health.pa.gov/My%20Health/Immunizations/Vaccines-for-Children/Documents/Approved%20Section%206-F%20%20Vaccine%20Return%20And%20Accountability%20Forms%202016.pdf
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Translations available for Vaccine Information Statements (VIS) 

The Immunization Action Coalition has published new or updated translations for several vaccine information statements. The 

following vaccines are included in this update: Rotavirus, Varicella, Zoster Recombinant and Zoster Live, MMRV and MMR.  

Vaccine information statements have been issued or updated for the following languages: Arabic, Burmese, Cambodian 

(Khmer), Chinese-Simplified, Chinese-Traditional, Farsi, French, Haitian-Creole, Hmong, Indonesian, Japanese, Khmer 

(Cambodian), Korean, Portuguese, Russian, Somali, Tagalog, Thai, Turkish, and Vietnamese.  

Providers may check the Immunization Action Coalition VIS webpage for all current translations, by clicking Language Index on 

the VIS page. 

 

 

Documenting Parental Refusal of Vaccines 

The American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) provides a template for providers to use when discussing vaccines with parents, 

and as a guide when documenting refusal by parents for recommended vaccines. The AAP Refusal to Vaccinate form reviews 

the need for providing legal guardians with the VIS, noting this VIS conversation is a federal mandate. In addition to providing 

strategies for this parent/provider discussion, the Refusal to Vaccinate form includes many helpful resources for both 

pediatricians and parents.  

The AAP Refusal to Vaccinate form is available in English and also in Spanish.  

Providers may find additional resources by visiting the American Academy of Pediatrics Immunizations webpage. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Please add the Vaccines for Children email to your address book:  RA-pavfc@pa.gov  

http://www.immunize.org/vis/
https://www.aap.org/en-us/Documents/soid_rtv_form_2015_english.pdf
https://www.aap.org/en-us/Documents/soid_rtv_form_2015_spanish.pdf
https://www.aap.org/en-us/advocacy-and-policy/aap-health-initiatives/immunizations
mailto:RA-pavfc@pa.gov

