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Vaccines for Children 
Provider Notice 

 

Pennsylvania Department of Health, 
Bureau of Communicable Diseases, Division of Immunizations 

 

August 2020 
 

National Immunization Awareness Month 
 

August is National Immunization Awareness Month. This annual observance highlights the efforts of healthcare 

professionals to protect patients of all ages against vaccine-preventable diseases through on-time vaccination. 

Please help us celebrate by reviewing these valuable resources: 

• Fact Sheet for Nurses: SHARE Vaccine Recommendations for Patients with Diabetes   

 CDC collaborated with the Endocrine Nurses Society to develop this new resource for nurses who care for 

 patients with diabetes. The fact sheet explains the SHARE approach for making vaccine recommendations 

 and provides answers to common questions about adult vaccines. 

• Vaccines & Pregnancy: Top 7 Things You Need to Know  

 Vaccines are an important part of a healthy pregnancy. CDC has updated this useful list, which explains how 

 Tdap and flu vaccines given during pregnancy protect women and newborns, the dangers of flu and 

 pertussis, vaccine safety, and more. Also available in Spanish. 

• “Getting Adolescent Vaccination Back on Track” Resources  

 The National HPV Vaccination Roundtable has created a suite of resources to help health systems get 

 adolescent vaccination back on track this summer. These resources include short videos for health systems 

 and parents, infographics, and a curated webpage with resources to help guide decision making and 

 processes during the COVID-19 pandemic.  

 

COVID-19: Updates for VFC Providers 
 

Providers can access updates on COVID-19 by clicking the following link: 

https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/programs/immunizations/Pages/VFC.aspx 

 

Providers are also reminded of the following: 

• New enrollments may be delayed based upon availability of staff due to COVID-19 priorities.   

• Education Requirement: The annual VFC education deadline was extended to June 30th due to the impact of 
COVID-19. All VFC Coordinators and Back-ups should have completed the required 2020 training. If training 
has not been completed, your ordering privileges will be suspended until the required training certificates 
are received by the program. Training certificates can be sent to the VFC Central Office via fax to 717-214-
7223 or email to Paimmunizations@pa.gov. 

 
 

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ft.emailupdates.cdc.gov%2Fr%2F%3Fid%3Dh26aa6091%2C11ee456e%2C11f95658&data=02%7C01%7Cjebixler%40pa.gov%7C01bfb65b6c0c4bd4aa6608d837ad7902%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C637320565801890278&sdata=GZVJmnOwCl7PwYeAPnpxVFrCaCeNTwcjVQKGCA6b3Zo%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ft.emailupdates.cdc.gov%2Fr%2F%3Fid%3Dh26aa6091%2C11ee456e%2C11f9565b&data=02%7C01%7Cjebixler%40pa.gov%7C01bfb65b6c0c4bd4aa6608d837ad7902%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C637320565801910263&sdata=%2FE7qe2B%2F6GWGEf%2FRCTjVLQE9f2awG%2FlfPwGqk80ypsk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ft.emailupdates.cdc.gov%2Fr%2F%3Fid%3Dh26aa6091%2C11ee456e%2C11f9565c&data=02%7C01%7Cjebixler%40pa.gov%7C01bfb65b6c0c4bd4aa6608d837ad7902%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C637320565801910263&sdata=%2B8B6oZI0m5hS2ghlwduA%2BOvOb%2BEmUK8n1kLPV1A2pq4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ft.emailupdates.cdc.gov%2Fr%2F%3Fid%3Dh26aa6091%2C11ee456e%2C11f9566a&data=02%7C01%7Cjebixler%40pa.gov%7C01bfb65b6c0c4bd4aa6608d837ad7902%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C637320565801980222&sdata=RNuLLnfx2JPb3q3q4lMlKJ0hHVpfpR%2BpkfIkyLV247g%3D&reserved=0
https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/programs/immunizations/Pages/VFC.aspx
mailto:Paimmunizations@pa.gov
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CDC: Schedule Changes and Guidance during the COVID-19 pandemic 
 

The COVID-19 pandemic is changing rapidly and requires different strategies to maintain clinical preventive services, 
including immunization. Please visit the following CDC page to review guidance for scheduling changes during this 
challenging time: https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/schedules/hcp/schedule-changes.html. 

Providers involved with perinatal hepatitis B immunizations may find the section “Interim guidance to prevent 
mother-to-child transmission of hepatitis B virus” of special interest. 

 
Updated Requirements for Childhood Immunizations 

Given the COVID-19 pandemic, there are risks and difficulties associated with requiring immunization of children to 
enter and attend school. During last winter, spring and continuing to the present, preventive medical visits, 
including those associated with administering vaccines, have been postponed to mitigate the risk of spreading the 
COVID-19 virus. Therefore, many children in Pennsylvania have not obtained vaccinations on the appropriate 
schedule and may not have the immunizations required to enter and attend school in the fall of 2020.   

To enable children to enter and attend school or an early childhood program without the required immunizations, 
with Governor Wolf's authorization as conferred in the March 6, 2020 Proclamation of Disaster Emergency, the 
department is temporarily suspending the regulations at 28 Pa. Code § 23.83, which provides the list of 
immunizations a child must have and the grades for which the child must have them; 28 Pa. Code § 23.85, which 
states that children who do not meet the requirements should be excluded and places certain duties on schools to 
verify that children with medical exceptions who are on a plan to get their immunizations actually obtain the 
vaccinations; and 28 Pa. Code § 23.86, which requires schools to report to the department the numbers of 
vaccinations and children taking exceptions; and 28 Pa. Code § 27.77(b), which requires that a child currently 
enrolled in a child care program maintain updated immunizations in accordance with federal guidelines. The 
regulations are suspended for a two-month period after the beginning of the school year or the beginning of 
enrollment in an early childhood education program. 

For the complete July 21, 2020 press release, please visit: 
https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/disease/coronavirus/Pages/Guidance/Temporary-Regulatory-Suspension-
Immunizations.aspx 

Please note that while this guidance allows for schools to temporarily suspend requirements, it does not require it. 
The Department continues to encourage all providers to assist their patients in staying on schedule. Our hope is that 
while extra time can now be given, every child will still have the necessary immunizations, on schedule, and by the 
first day of school.   

 

Provider Information Update 

Due to COVID-19, our typical re-enrollment process is suspended. In its place, a Microsoft Form will be emailed to 
each provider site. This form is forthcoming and will be used to update your provider information and 
demographics. This information is required and the form should be completed as soon as it is received. Failure to 
complete the Provider Information Update may impact your ability to order vaccines.   

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/schedules/hcp/schedule-changes.html
https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/disease/coronavirus/Pages/Guidance/Temporary-Regulatory-Suspension-Immunizations.aspx
https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/disease/coronavirus/Pages/Guidance/Temporary-Regulatory-Suspension-Immunizations.aspx
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In anticipation, please ensure that all digital data logger certificates are current and vaccine coordinators and back-
ups have completed You Call the Shots Modules 10 and 16.   Training certificates must be sent to the Program to 
receive credit for taking the course and were required by June 30, 2020.   

 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) Updated Vaccine Information Statement 
 

CDC has updated the Hepatitis A Vaccine Information Statement (VIS), effective July 28, 2020. 
The updated interim Hepatitis A VIS can be downloaded from CDC’s website. 
We encourage providers to begin using this VIS immediately, but previous editions may be used until they run out. 
 

 
Flu Vaccine Reminder 

Please remember that all expired/unused flu vaccine for the 2019-2020 season must be returned before your site 
can receive vaccine for the 2020-2021 season. 
 

 

Provider Responsibility Reminder 

The VFC Program requires that all providers comply with CDC requirements as spelled out in the Pennsylvania 
Vaccines for Children Program Provider Agreement and the VFC Program website. 

Failure to notify the Division of Immunizations regarding any change(s) in staff, site location, cold storage 
equipment, hours available to receive vaccine, the site’s ability to honor the commitment to administer viable 
vaccines to eligible patients, and adherance to inventory management requirements may result in disenrollment 
from the VFC Program. 
 

 
Please remember to include your Provider Identification Number (PIN) on all correspondence and 
documents sent to the Vaccines for Children Program.  
The PIN assigned to your site is a unique identifier and must be used for all communications with the 
VFC Program. Please note this includes voicemails and emails. 

 
 

Please add the Vaccines For Children email to your address book: RA-pavfc@pa.gov  

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/vis/vis-statements/hep-a.html?deliveryName=USCDC_11_1-DM34081
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/vis/current-vis.html?deliveryName=USCDC_11_1-DM12112
mailto:RA-pavfc@pa.gov

