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2018 Provider Handbook 
 
The 2018 Vaccines for Children Provider Handbook is now available online. The handbook can be found on the new 
Department of Health VFC page, located here:  

https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/programs/immunizations/Pages/VFC.aspx 

For a direct link to the entire 2018 Provider Handbook, please visit the following: 

https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/Documents/Programs/Immunizations/2018%20VFC%20Handbook.pdf 

In order to become familiar with the numerous changes in this year’s handbook, users are advised to review the Revisions 
page. This year’s revisions were completed with the assistance of Division Of Immunizations staff, along with contributions 
from the CDC 2018 Storage and Handling Toolkit.  

The 2018 provider handbook includes new refrigerator and freezer temperature logs. Any necessary actions can be written on 
the back of these temperature logs or on a separate paper. Please note, no scribbling or whiteout is to be used. If a written 
error needs to be corrected, the correct procedure is to draw a single line through the error, write initials, and note what the 
error is. 

Providers are strongly encouraged to print out the entire 2018 Provider Handbook, as a hard copy for their sites. Providers are 
responsible for maintaining their handbooks. This resource should be readily available, for both staff use and VFC visits. 

Once providers have printed their new provider handbook, they can dispose of their old one(s), but need to keep paperwork 
that was completed with their own site information. Examples of this paperwork include emergency plans, borrowing forms, 
waste and return papers – these need to be saved for 3 years as directed by the VFC program. 

 

2018 You Call The Shots modules due by October 1st  

Both primary and backup coordinators are required to complete the CDC’s 2018 You Call The Shots modules, by October 1st. 
This mandatory training consists of two separate modules, hosted on the CDC’s Training and Continuing Education Online 
(TCEO) page.  

Each module can be accessed directly on its corresponding TCEO page: Module 10 Storage and Handling 2018, and Module 16 
Vaccines for Children Program 2018.  

For further information, or for help accessing the training, providers can visit the main TCEO training page. 

The Vaccines for Children program encourages anyone involved in handling VFC vaccine to take advantage of this valuable CDC 
training. 

 

https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/programs/immunizations/Pages/VFC.aspx
https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/Documents/Programs/Immunizations/2018%20VFC%20Handbook.pdf
https://tceols.cdc.gov/Course/Detail2?activityID2=2804&activityInstanceID2=2804&previousPage=search
https://tceols.cdc.gov/Course/Detail2?activityID2=2803&activityInstanceID2=2803&previousPage=search
https://tceols.cdc.gov/Course/Detail2?activityID2=2803&activityInstanceID2=2803&previousPage=search
https://tceols.cdc.gov/
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Flu Season Ordering Tip 

Providers are reminded that it is not necessary to fax in one large order in anticipation of influenza vaccine need. Additional 
orders can be placed throughout the flu season, vaccine supply permitting. This practice will help reduce vaccine waste and 
allow for space in storage units. 

Flu forms should be faxed to (717) 441-3777 or (717) 441-3800, or emailed to paimmunizations@pa.gov 

 

VFC Question and Answer 

Q:  If I am running a private practice, where can I send an underinsured child for a VFC vaccination? 

A:  Underinsured children can not be vaccinated with VFC vaccine at private sites; they can only receive VFC vaccine at State 
Health Centers, Federally Qualified Health Centers, or Rural Health Clinics. 

 

August is National Immunization Awareness Month (NIAM) 

The National Immunization Awareness Month is held annually in order to highlight the need for people of all ages to receive 
appropriate vaccinations. The National Public Health Information Coalition (NPHIC) provides several toolkits for providers to 
use during this event, found at the following link: 

https://www.nphic.org/niam 

 

 

 

 

 

Please add the Vaccines for Children email to your address book:  RA-pavfc@pa.gov  

mailto:paimmunizations@pa.gov
https://www.nphic.org/niam
mailto:RA-pavfc@pa.gov

