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COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

A letter from the Secretary:

| am pleased to introduce the 2013 Pennsylvania State Health Assessment. This comprehensive
assessment of the health of Pennsylvanians provides readers with current information that has
been compiled collaboratively with public health partners across the state.

The assessment provides a “one-stop” summary of information on health status, health risks
and healthcare services in Pennsylvania. Included are regional and statewide health statistics and
information showing the impact age, sex, race and ethnicity have on health. There are 10 major
topics and 73 sub-topics. Most sections of the report include information on how the state is
currently working to address each topic and where the reader can turn for additional
information.

This assessment of the commonwealth's health will serve as a resource for many organizations
in developing priorities and plans to improve population health. It also serves as a prerequisite
for the department as we continue to prepare for accreditation by the Public Health
Accreditation Board.

| sincerely thank the eight state agencies, 4| organizations, and over 140 individuals who

contributed time and expertise to this important work. | look forward to continued partnership
with you in the future.

o/ Ko

Michael Wolf

MICHAEL WOLF, SECRETARY
625 Forster Streel | 8th Floor Wes! Haalth & Welfare Bullding | Harmaburg, PA 17120 | T17.787 9857 | Fax T17.7T87.0181 | www haalth stale. pa.us
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2017 Update

An advisory committee was convened in 2017 for the purpose of ongoing monitoring, refreshing, and adding of
data and data analysis. This group consisted of representatives of professional associations, representatives of
specific populations with consideration of health inequities, and representatives of government agencies.
Meetings were held to consider updates to three sections of the 2013 State Health Assessment and the addition
of a new emerging health issue.

Revisions were made to:

e Key Health Findings
e Context of Health
e General Health Status

A new section was added:
e Opioids and the Prescription Drug Monitoring Program

The members of the 2017 advisory committee and the constituencies that they represent can be found in the
2017 Update Acknowledgements section in the following pages.

2019 Update

An advisory committee was convened in 2018 to review the data and data analysis of three sections of the 2013
State Health Assessment. This advisory committee consisted of representatives of professional associations,
representatives of specific populations with consideration of health inequities, and representatives of government
agencies.

The 2019 update includes revisions to:

e Major Risk and Protective Factors
e Maternal and Child Health
e Health Care Services

The members of the 2019 advisory committee and the constituencies that they represent can be found in the
2019 Update Acknowledgements section in the following pages.
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