
Background:  There is an established link between poverty and poor health outcomes. People living in      

poverty are more often exposed to unfavorable living and working conditions, stress, and pollution that 

affect health throughout their lives. In the past, conversations regarding improved health outcomes have  

focused solely on access to care (to reduce the percentage of uninsured) or changing health behaviors (e.g. 

smoking, nutrition, exercise). However, there is an increased movement in examining the social and          

economic factors that compromise health and impair the ability to make healthful choices such as unhealthy 

housing, unemployment, and food insecurity. 

 

Purpose: The Department of Health is collaborating with the Department of Banking and Securities and the 

Department of Community and Economic Development to bring together local communities to discuss their 

role and current resources available to maintain financial health, as well as define root causes of poverty and 

brainstorm solutions on how to improve the economic outlook for their communities. The Financial Health 

Initiative will encourage communities to consider public-private partnerships, data projects to analyze the 

extent of poverty in their local community, and better collaboration to improve a community’s overall     

wellness.  

 

Where and When: 

 September 12. 2018—Indiana University of Pennsylvania, Indiana, PA 

 October 18, 2018— Bloomsburg University, Bloomsburg, PA 

 November 15, 2018—Cheyney University, Cheyney, PA 

 

For more information contact: David Saunders at davidsaund@pa.gov 

Financial Health:  

Health Equity & Financial Protection 


