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DATE: 
DATE: 

05/16/2022 

TO: Health Alert Network 
 FROM: Denise A. Johnson, M.D., FACOG, FACHE, Acting Secretary of Health 

SUBJECT: Iodinated Contrast Media Shortage  

DISTRIBUTION: Statewide 
LOCATION: Statewide 

STREET ADDRESS: n/a 

COUNTY: n/a 

MUNICIPALITY: n/a 

ZIP CODE: n/a 

 
This transmission is a “Health Advisory” provides important information for a specific incident 

or situation; may not require immediate action. 

 HOSPITALS: PLEASE SHARE WITH ALL MEDICAL, PEDIATRIC, INFECTION CONTROL, NURSING AND LABORATORY 
STAFF IN YOUR HOSPITAL; EMS COUNCILS: PLEASE DISTRIBUTE AS APPROPRIATE; FQHCs: PLEASE DISTRIBUTE 
AS APPROPRIATE; LOCAL HEALTH JURISDICTIONS: PLEASE DISTRIBUTE AS APPROPRIATE;  PROFESSIONAL 
ORGANIZATIONS: PLEASE DISTRIBUTE TO YOUR MEMBERSHIP 

Summary: 

• There is a temporary, global shortage of GE Healthcare’s iodinated intravenous contrast media 
expected to last at least through June 2022, resulting in an approximately 80% reduction in 
materials. 

• GE is the supplier of intravenous contrast media used for specific computed tomography and 
radiographic imaging modalities used in numerous U.S. hospitals and imaging centers. 

• Conservation of contrast material through various means over the next few months is necessary 
to avoid exhausting the available supply. Many sites have less than a week’s supply under 
conventional use rates. 

• If you have any questions, please call 1-877-PA-HEALTH (1-877-724-3258) or your local health 
department. 

SITUATION: 

There is a temporary, global shortage of GE Healthcare’s iodinated intravenous contrast media expected 
to last at least through June 2022, resulting in an approximately 80% reduction in materials. Some orders 
are being filled, but on an “allocation” basis (approximately 15-25% of normal order quantities), and many 
distributors are declining new clients. 

GE is the supplier of intravenous contrast media used for specific computed tomography and 
radiographic imaging modalities used in numerous U.S. hospitals and imaging centers. 

Conservation of contrast material through various means over the next few months is necessary to avoid 
exhausting the available supply. Many sites have less than a week’s supply under conventional use 
rates. 
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REQUESTED ACTIONS: 

• Evaluate the amount of on-hand inventory and monitor frequently. 
• Seek other means of securing contrast media, including alternate wholesalers and distributors 
• Develop protocols that include alternative imaging modalities for select presentations, such as 

ultrasound and magnetic resonance imaging, where available. 
• Review appropriateness criteria with radiologists, emergency medicine physicians, surgeons, and 

others to identify CT studies that may reasonably be performed without the use of IV contrast. 
• Consider adjusting scanning protocols to scan without contrast and injector protocols to reduce 

the amount of contrast dose where appropriate. 
• Collaborate with imaging technologists on innovative opportunities for conservation of contrast 

media to limit waste. 
• Work with ordering providers and radiologists to identify non-urgent imaging requiring intravenous 

contrast material that may be deferred if efforts at contrast conservation are inadequate to allow 
all indicated studies to proceed. 

• If the contrast supply is inadequate for clinical needs despite the above efforts at contrast 
conservation and deferral of non-urgent studies, develop transparent prioritization criteria that 
maximize clinical benefit of use of contrasted studies. 

• Engage in regular communication with referring physicians, radiologists, and imaging staff. 

Please note that currently, no state or federal stockpile of these assets exist. Urgent needs may be able 
to be fulfilled through interfacility mutual aid, but due to the widespread nature of this shortage, it is 
unlikely that any surplus supply exists at a facility level. Conservation and prioritization remain the best 
options at this time.  

Ordering providers should be aware that imaging locations have variable resources and will thus 
differ in the choices available to your patients. Additionally, the options at a given site may 
periodically evolve. Please refer to messaging from the specific imaging location for details. 

If you have any questions, please call 1-877-PA-HEALTH (1-877-724-3258) or your local health 
department.  

SELECTED RESOURCES: 

https://www.acr.org/Advocacy-and-Economics/ACR-Position-Statements/Contrast-Media-Shortage  

https://www.ashp.org/drug-shortages/shortage-resources/considerations-for-imaging-contrast-shortage-
management  
 
https://www.choosingwisely.org/societies/american-college-of-radiology/ 
 
https://media.supplyrisk.com/post/1296/ 

 
 
Categories of Health Alert messages: 
Health Alert:  conveys the highest level of importance; warrants immediate action or attention. 
Health Advisory:  provides important information for a specific incident or situation; may not require immediate action.  
Health Update:  provides updated information regarding an incident or situation; unlikely to require immediate action. 

 

This information is current as of May 16, 2022, but may be modified in the future. 
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