
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA 

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

 

 
ORDER OF THE GOVERNOR  

OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA  

DIRECTING VACCINE PROVIDERS’ ADMINISTRATION OF COVID-19 VACCINES 

 

WHEREAS, the World Health Organization and the Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention declared the coronavirus disease 2019 (“COVID-19”) a pandemic; and   

  

WHEREAS, the COVID-19 pandemic has created a national emergency in the United States of 

America; and   

  

WHEREAS, pursuant to section 7301(a) of the Emergency Management Services Code, 35 Pa. 

C.S. § 7301(a), I am charged with the responsibility to address dangers facing the Commonwealth of 

Pennsylvania (“Commonwealth”) that result from disasters; and   

  

WHEREAS, on March 6, 2020, pursuant to section 7301(c) of the Emergency Management 

Services Code, 35 Pa. C.S. § 7301(c), I proclaimed the existence of a disaster emergency throughout the 

Commonwealth as a result of COVID-19, and further extended the disaster emergency by Amendment 

on June 3, 2020, August 31, 2020 and November 24, 2020; and   

  

WHEREAS, in executing the extraordinary responsibility outlined above, I am authorized 

during a disaster emergency to issue, amend and rescind executive orders, proclamations and 

regulations and those directives shall have the force and effect of law pursuant to 35 Pa. C.S. § 7301(b); 

and     

  

WHEREAS, in addition to my general powers, during a disaster emergency I am specifically 

authorized to commandeer or utilize any private, public or quasi-public property if necessary to cope 

with the disaster emergency pursuant to section 7301(f)(4) of the Emergency Management Services 

Code, 35 Pa. C.S. § 7301(f)(4); and  

 

WHEREAS, in addition to my authority, the Secretary of Health may order general control 

measures, including, but not limited to, closure, isolation, and quarantine; and   

  

WHEREAS, this authority is granted to the Secretary of Health pursuant to Pennsylvania law. 

See section 5 of the Disease Prevention and Control Law, 35 P.S. § 521.5; sections 2102(a) and 2106 of 

the Administrative Code of 1929, 71 P.S. §§ 532(a), and 536; and the Department of Health’s regulations 

at 28 Pa. Code §§ 27.60-27.68 (relating to disease control measures; isolation; quarantine; movement of 

persons subject to isolation or quarantine; and release from isolation and quarantine). Particularly, the 

Department of Health has the authority to take any disease control measure appropriate to protect the 

public from the spread of infectious disease. See 35 P.S. § 521.5; 71 P.S. §§ 532(a), and 1403(a); 28 Pa. 

Code § 27.60; and    

  

WHEREAS, there is limited COVID-19 vaccine supply compared to demand, all possible efforts 

must be made so that the vaccine received in the Commonwealth is effectively administered; and   

 

WHEREAS, in order to receive COVID-19 vaccine, all vaccine providers have entered into an 

agreement with the federal government to vaccinate in accordance with guidance from the federal 

government and the state departments of health. See CDC COVID-19 Vaccination Program Provider 

Agreement; and   

  

WHEREAS, the federal government, through the Advisory Committee on Immunization 

Practices (“ACIP”) of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has recommended vaccine 

priorities, which have been adopted by the Commonwealth.  See Pennsylvania’s COVID-19 Interim 

Vaccination Plan. See Pennsylvania’s COVID-19 Interim Vaccination Plan; and  

  

 

 

https://expressforms.pa.gov/apps/pa/DOH/CDC-COVID-19Vaccination-Provider-Agreement
https://expressforms.pa.gov/apps/pa/DOH/CDC-COVID-19Vaccination-Provider-Agreement
https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/Documents/Programs/Immunizations/PA%20Interim%20Vaccine%20Plan%20V.5.pdf


 

 

WHEREAS, implementation of the vaccine priorities, increased administration of vaccine 

dosages received, and accessibility to scheduling resources, in part, will ensure the effective 

administration of the COVID-19 vaccine within the Commonwealth and eventually slow the spread of 

COVID-19 until it is curtailed.  

  

NOW THEREFORE, pursuant to the authority vested in me and my Administration by the laws 

of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, I do hereby ORDER and PROCLAIM as follows:  

  

 Section 1.  Definitions  

  

For purposes of this Order, the listed terms have the following meanings:  

  

“Department” means the Department of Health of the Commonwealth.  

  

“Interim Vaccination Plan” means Pennsylvania’s COVID-19 Interim Vaccination Plan, which 

is incorporated into this Order by reference.  

  

“Vaccine” means a vaccine authorized for emergency use by the Food and Drug Administration 

to prevent COVID-19.  

  

“Vaccine Providers” means all Pennsylvania vaccine providers who have a valid COVID-19 

Provider Agreement for the provision of the COVID-19 vaccine to individuals, with the following 

exceptions:    

  

1. All Vaccine Providers whose Provider Agreement is with the Philadelphia Department of 

Public Health.  

  

2. Facilities owned or operated by the federal government who have received vaccine from the 

federal government, including facilities operated by the federal Department of Veterans 

Affairs.   

  

Section 2.  Vaccine Providers Administration    

  

A. Minimum administration requirement  

  

1. At a minimum, Vaccine Providers shall administer 80% of the Vaccine first-doses received 

within seven days of receipt of those doses.    

  

2. In the event that inclement weather or infrastructure failures outside of a Vaccine Provider’s 

control impact vaccine administration, the Vaccine Provider shall inform the Department 

through the Division of Immunizations of its inability to meet the requirements of this 

Order.  At the discretion of the Department, a Vaccine Provider may be given additional time 

to meet the 80% administration metric.  

  

B. Vaccine Providers shall administer Vaccine in accordance with the following:  

  

1. All requirements and recommendations in the Interim Vaccination Plan, including any 

subsequent versions, and  

  

2. The current Phase of Pennsylvania’s vaccine rollout, as defined by the Department.   

   

C.  Vaccine Providers providing a two-dose Vaccine shall provide to a first dose vaccinated recipient 

the COVID-19 vaccine reminder card that provides a date for a return appointment for the 

second dose of Vaccine.   

 

D.  Vaccine Providers providing a two-dose Vaccine shall make every appropriate effort to ensure 

available appointments for second doses, including, but not limited to designating appointment 

times for second doses or scheduling second doses at the time of first dose administration, or 

both.  

   

Section 3. Vaccine Providers Appointments  

  

A. Vaccine Providers shall have operational and shall provide on their publicly available website 

the following:  

  

1. An online system to directly schedule appointments and inform the public about appointment 

availability for the administration of any applicable dose of the Vaccine received by the 

Vaccine Provider; and  

https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/Documents/Programs/Immunizations/PA%20Interim%20Vaccine%20Plan%20V.5.pdf
https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/Documents/Programs/Immunizations/PA%20Interim%20Vaccine%20Plan%20V.5.pdf
https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/disease/coronavirus/Vaccine/Pages/Vaccine.aspx


 

 

  

2. A phone number for prompt access to live representatives or agents who directly schedule 

appointments and inform the public about appointment availability for the administration of 

any applicable dose of the Vaccine received by the Vaccine Provider.    

   

B.  In order for the Department to post the information publicly on its website, Vaccine Providers 

shall identify to the Department the website address(es) and/or link(s) and phone number(s) that 

meet the requirements of Section 3(A) and information related to vaccine appointments in a 

manner and frequency prescribed by the Department.      

   

Section 4.  Reporting of Vaccine Data  

  

Vaccine Providers receiving Vaccine shall report to the Department the following:   

  

1. Vaccinations and the information required by the Order Requiring Reporting of Data 

Related to Each Administration of an Immunization for COVID-19, dated December 15, 

2020, on each vaccine administered, including race and ethnicity of the recipient, whether 

or not the recipient is connected to the Vaccine Provider.   

  

2. Within 24 hours of receipt of inventory or administration of a vaccine, Vaccine Providers 

shall access the PA SIIS web application to record receipt of shipments of COVID-19 

immunization inventory, to record reduction in inventory levels as vaccines are 

administered, and to reconcile inventory levels to ensure tracking in compliance with 

Section 2(A) of this order.    

  

3. Upon the Department’s request, and in a format as requested by the Department, the 

number of individuals vaccinated each week, and the Phase under which those individuals 

were eligible for vaccination.  

  

Section 5. Enforcement   

  

In accordance with the CDC COVID-19 Vaccination Provider Agreement, vaccine providers are 

required to administer the vaccine in compliance with all applicable state and federal laws. The 

Department may reduce or temporarily suspend a Vaccine Provider’s allocation of first doses for failure 

to comply with guidance issued under federal government and state law, including failure to comply with 

this Order, issued under the authority of Disease Prevention and Control Law and the Administrative 

Code of 1929.  Allocations of first doses reduced or temporarily suspended under this Order may be 

restored once a Vaccine Provider provides assurance of future compliance of this Order to the 

Department.    

  

Section 6. Effective Date and Duration:  

  

This Order is effective at 12:01 a.m. on February 12, 2021 and shall take effect as follows:  

  

• The online and phone-based registration system requirements under Section 3(A)(1) and 

(2) shall take effect 12:01 a.m. on February 19, 2021.  

• The allocation enforcement under Section 5 shall take effect 12:01 a.m. on February 22, 

2021.  

• The remainder of this Order shall take effect immediately.   

• This Order will remain in effect until further notice.  

 

GIVEN under my hand and the Seal of the Governor, at 

the city of Harrisburg, on this twelfth day of February 

two thousand twenty-one, the year of the commonwealth 

the two hundred and forty-fifth. 

 

 

 

TOM WOLF 

Governor 

https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/Documents/Diseases%20and%20Conditions/Vaccine%20Administration%20Reporting%20Order.pdf
https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/Documents/Diseases%20and%20Conditions/Vaccine%20Administration%20Reporting%20Order.pdf

