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Department of Health (Department) Updates 

Infection Surveillance 

Chapter 4 of the Pennsylvania Patient Safety Reporting System (PA-PSRS) manual 

includes the specific list and surveillance criteria of reportable infections under Act 52.  

Chapter 5 of the manual covers submitting new infection reports and utilization data, as 

well as other topics.  The current PA-PSRS manual (version 3.0) was released April 

2014. 

 

The infection prevention designee (IPD) is strongly encouraged to have a back-up PA-

PSRS user, since surveillance of infections and collection of utilization data (resident 

days, urinary catheter days and central line days) is an ongoing process.  Having an-

other PA-PSRS user will ensure a lapse in reporting does not occur.  
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Season’s Greetings 

Warmest wishes for a wonderful 

holiday season and a new year filled 

with health, happiness and success. 

Patient Safety Authority Program Memo 

The Patient Safety Authority recently released two program memorandums (no. 2014-

03 and no. 2014-04) announcing the availability of the training module for PA-PSRS 

long term care analytics and how the module may be accessed.  Training is now avail-

able for all PA-PSRS users responsible for analyzing infection events through PA-

PSRS. Infection prevention designees and other users should complete training as 

soon as possible.  This program memorandum describes the user training registration 

and sign-in process required to access the training modules for PA-PSRS analytics.  

https://www.papsrs.state.pa.us/PSA/Workflow/programMemorandum/PA_PSRS_Program_Memo_2014_03.pdf
https://www.papsrs.state.pa.us/PSA/Workflow/programMemorandum/PA_PSRS_Program_Memo_2014_03.pdf
https://www.papsrs.state.pa.us/PSA/Workflow/programMemorandum/PA_PSRS_Program_Memo_2014_04.pdf
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001CC4Rz19AcurN7XXR_DzkZFrTW4WhI2_l8V2hJRhFfKpIjBVCQg_hbjboePihbqUGobRWoWJVX7qL5_Rw1xS5ZVUq-INgNp9BwtDhJhUyhmswfdRM4DONMzob1wD7JtRQLlTfIqIwzxMVMl5w9--gPbKor0ebRyUBHDVCtId-wTH2zREhUvY1Fpz2B5vsPsJ7JXHmi5e3BwoH-p-elDbcEqaO1YrWTkHa_ixq
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Resources and Information 

Training Opportunities 

APIC Annual Conference 2015 
June 27 – 29, 2015 

Nashville, Tennessee 
 

Education for the Prevention of Infection (EPI®) 101 
March 16 - 18, 2015  
Seattle, Washington 

September 21 - 23, 2015  
Austin, Texas 

 
Education for the Prevention of Infection (EPI®) 102 (formerly EPI 201) 

March 19 - 21, 2015 
Seattle, Washington 

September 24 - 26, 2015 
Austin, Texas 

 
SHEA Spring 2015: Science Guiding Prevention 

May 14 - 17, 2015 
Orlando, Florida 
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Patient Safety Reporting System (PSRS) Help Desk 

The PA-PSRS Help Desk continues to be available for any clinical questions related to 
patient/infection reports, infection criteria or the PA-PSRS system.   

 
The PSRS Help Desk may be accessed by telephone at 866-316-1070  

or by email at support_papsrs@pa.gov.  

Infographic Available 

The Association for Professionals in Infection Control and Epidemiology recently re-

leased a downloadable infographic that illustrates how long-term care residents and 

their families can prevent catheter-associated urinary tract infections (CAUTI) by ask-

ing questions and taking simple actions.  The infographic is located on the CAUTI re-

source tab under education and training and is titled “The power of 10: Your role in pre-

venting catheter-associated urinary tract infections in nursing homes” 

http://ac2015.site.apic.org/
http://www.apic.org/Education-and-Events/Course-Catalog/Course?id=775a999c-a9b8-44e1-b5e0-21a9291daaf8
http://www.apic.org/Education-and-Events/Course-Catalog/Course?id=c743128f-9573-4536-b8e4-ad25ec22b98f
http://shea2015.org/
mailto:support_papsrs@pa.gov
http://www.apic.org/Resources/Topic-specific-infection-prevention/Catheter-associated-urinary-tract-infection
http://www.apic.org/Resources/Topic-specific-infection-prevention/Catheter-associated-urinary-tract-infection

