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How has Tracking made an impact?
This document is provided by the Environmental Health Tracking Branch (EHTB) to capture the information needed to demonstrate the effectiveness of the National Environmental Public Health Tracking Program (Tracking Program). Awardees will report on interventions and programmatic activities that drive public health action. The Tracking Program provides information to drive public health action and improve health. This process includes not only assessing public health interventions, but demonstrating their impact.
The Public Health Action Report (PHAR) solicitation will be sent out quarterly (January 1st, April 1st, July 1st, and October 1st). Please complete the PHAR and return to your Project Officer by 2/8/2016 for the October 1, 2015 – December 31, 2015 reporting period (FY 2016, Quarter 1). If you have any questions, please contact your Project Officer.





[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]Please report the public health actions taken during this period referencing the guidance below. Include a specific title and a concise description of the action and its impact in the table provided on page 3.
The following are examples of components that could contribute to a public health action: 
· Identifying populations at risk; 
· Responding to outbreaks, clusters and emerging threats; 
· Establishing the relationship between environmental hazards and disease; 
· Guiding intervention and prevention strategies;
· Identifying, reducing and preventing harmful environmental risks;
· Improving the public health basis for policymaking; 
· Enabling the public’s right to know about health and the environment; 
· Informing legislators, policy makers, communities, and/or individuals regarding potential environmental health risks

Public Health Action Title: 
1. Identify the problem/situation
2. Describe your Tracking Program’s involvement 
3. Demonstrate the impact of your resulting action in addressing the problem/situation
4. If possible, quantify the impact of the resulting action on the health of the population

Note: If you have previously reported this information in a past Program Management Tool (PMT) report, please reference the title of the action, fiscal year and quarter.




Total Number of Public Health Actions:  2

	#
	TITLE
	Identify the problem/situation
	Describe your Tracking Program’s involvement
	
Demonstrate the impact of your resulting action in addressing the problem/situation

	If possible, quantify the impact of the resulting action on the health of the population

	1
	A New Public Health Informatics System for the Pennsylvania Department of Health by the acronym EDDIE (Enterprise Data Dissemination Informatics Exchange) provides PA EPHT new internal partnerships for developing new approaches to public health surveillance.  
	Pennsylvania EPHT is losing its old data query system.  The new system under development is EDDIE.  EDDIE replaces the Pennsylvania Department of Health’s aging EpiQMS (Epidemiological and Query Mapping System) used by PA EPHT.

Having one user friendly, web-based data system will allow health data users a centralized location for accessing and analyzing the data, and it will require less departmental resources to support and enhance data requests.  





	PA EPHT has proven to be essential in the ongoing development and implementation of EDDIE.  EDDIE is being built as a series of modules with the table visualization module scheduled to be publically available by March 2016.  

Visualization modules for mapping, charting, and county assessments are being built and phased-in over time.  Development and incorporation of environmental and health datasets is an on-going collaboration effort between various areas of the PA Department of Health and PA EPHT. 

	EDDIE’s initial public release will have data at the one-, three-, and five-year aggregation level for the following datasets that will support the work of 
PA EPHT: Cancer Incidence, Births, Deaths, Infant Mortality, Population, and Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System (BRFSS).

EDDIE’s hospitalizations dataset containing information for asthma, heart attacks, carbon monoxide poisoning, and heat stress are also planned for release in early 2016.  The remainder of PA EPHT data assets will be incorporated into EDDIE by July, 2016.

In addition, EDDIE will support the work of PA EPHT regarding surveillance of: air and water quality, child and adult blood lead levels, and other. 

	PA EPHT has made the following improvements to Eddie:
· Activities were established to improve visualization and data analysis for: 1) water and air quality.  

· Provisions made for future activities to file an environmental health complaint through multiple partners including the medical community.











	#
	TITLE
	Identify the problem/situation
	Describe your Tracking Program’s involvement
	
Demonstrate the impact of your resulting action in addressing the problem/situation

	If possible, quantify the impact of the resulting action on the health of the population

	2
	Higher Ground Tactical, an indoor firing range facility poses a threat of blood lead poisoning to users at its site in northeast Pennsylvania.
	Elevated blood lead levels were noted from reports provided by Pennsylvania’s National Environmental Disease Surveillance System 
(PA NEDSS). Upon further research, this cluster of elevated lead blood poisoning was noted for employees.  The facility has been operating for two years.  Higher Ground Tactical took over space vacated by a previous business.  





	PA EPHT contacted Higher Ground Tactical’s management to determine what follow-up was going to be initiated for the employees with the elevated lead levels.  
PA EPHT was also in contact with NIOSH.
	PA EPHT emailed the Indoor Rifle and Pistol Range information on lead poisoning, which included sources of exposures, symptoms and ways to minimize exposure.

Higher Ground Tactical referred all employees with elevated lead levels to physicians in the area to obtain information on treatment options. 



	PA EPHT spoke with the management at Higher Ground Tactical about having a free Health Hazards Evaluation done at the facility by NIOSH.  NIOSH will travel to Higher Ground Tactical and view the facility and provide guidance on what they can implement to decrease lead exposures.  

Higher Ground Tactical will be completing an online request to have NIOSH make an onsite assessment and preform an evaluation for elevated blood lead levels. 
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