The Context of Health

The State and Its People

With an estimated 12.76 million residents across 44,700 square miles, Pennsylvania is a vast, diverse state comprised of
large rural areas and urban centers. It is a dynamic state, changing demographically, economically and socially.

The following demographic and socioeconomic indicators are important for understanding Pennsylvania’s residents and
the state in which they live and work.

Figure1.1 Population Density of Rural and Urban Counties, Pennsylvania, 2010
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Population

According to the U.S. Census Bureau, Pennsylvania has an estimated 12.76 million residents.! Since 2010, the population
has increased by an estimated 61,100 people (0.5 percent). Current projections have the state’s population increasing to
13.16 million residents by 2030.

Pennsylvania’s population is growing more slowly than many other states. From April 2010 to June 2012, the state’s rate
of population growth was ranked 41st among the fifty U.S. states.?

According to the Center for Rural Pennsylvania (CRP), a county is considered “rural” if the population density is lower than
the population density of the state. For Pennsylvania, that means counties with a population density of less than 284
persons per square mile are “rural.” Forty-eight counties meet these criteria; 19 counties do not, and are considered
“urban.” (See Table 1.1 for details.) Nearly three-quarters of Pennsylvania residents (73 percent) live in urban counties,
according to 2010 data. The remaining 27 percent resided in rural counties
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Figure 1.2 Population Change, Pennsylvania, 1960 to 2030°*
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Figure 1.3 Population Change by County, Pennsylvania, 2010 to 2012°
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Table 1.1 Population Density by County, Pennsylvania, 2010°

Population Population Population Population
County Density County Density County Density County Density

Philadelphia 11,379.5 | Pennsylvania 283.9 | Mifflin 113.6  Bedford 49.2
Delaware 3,040.5 = Monroe 279.2  Indiana 107.5 Warren 47.3
Allegheny 1,675.6 = Lawrence 254.4  Armstrong 105.5 McKean 444
Montgomery 1,655.9 = Washington 2425 Pike 105.3 Clinton 442
Bucks 1,034.7 | Blair 241.7  Lycoming 945 Elk 38.6
Lehigh 1,012.5 | Butler 233.1  Crawford 87.7 Tioga 37.0
Northampton 805.4 ' Cambria 208.7 Perry 83.4  Fulton 33.9
Chester 664.7 = Northumberland 206.2 Venango 81.5 Forest 18.1
Lancaster 550.4 Adams 195.5 Wayne 72.8 Potter 16.1
Dauphin 510.6 = Franklin 193.7 Somerset 724  Sullivan 14.3
York 481.1 = Schuylkill 190.4 Clearfield 71.3 Cameron 12.8
Berks 480.4 | Mercer 173.4  Wyoming 71.2

Lackawanna 467.1 = Fayette 172.8 = Jefferson 69.3

Cumberland 431.6 | Carbon 1711  Greene 67.2

Beaver 392.3 ' Union 142.2  Clarion 66.6 Percent of Total Population
Lebanon 369.1 | Montour 140.3  Juniata 63.0

Luzerne 360.4 | Columbia 139.3  Bradford 54.6 Urban 73%
Westmoreland 355.4 | Centre 138.7 Susquehanna 52.7 State 100%
Erie 351.1 = Snyder 120.8 = Huntingdon 52.5 Rural 27%

Age

In 2010, 22 percent of Pennsylvania’s residents were younger than18 years of age, 63 percent were between 18 and 64
years of age, and 15 percent were 65 or older. From 2000 to 2010, the number of young Pennsylvanians (younger than 18
years old) decreased 4.5 percent. At the same time, the number of residents 65 and older increased 2.1 percent.

In 2010, the median age for the state (40.1 years of age) exceeded the national median age (37.2 years). Pennsylvania had
the sixth highest median age of any state, and was just two and half years lower than the first-ranked state, which was
Maine, with a median age of 42.7 years.”

Figure 1.6 shows the proportion of age groups in each of Pennsylvania’s counties in 2010. Centre County had a sizeable
percentage of its population younger than 45 years of age, in large part due to the location of Pennsylvania State
University within its boundaries. Philadelphia, Pennsylvania's most populous county, also had a high percentage of
residents younger than 45 years old. Forest County includes a prison, resulting in a noticeably smaller percentage of
residents “under 15 years of age.”
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Figure 1.4 Age Groups by Sex, Pennsylvania, 2010°
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Figure 1.5 Adults Age 65 Years and Older by County, Pennsylvania, 2010°
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Figure 1.6 Population by Age Groups and County, Pennsylvania, 2010
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Race and Ethnicity

Following a national trend, Pennsylvania is becoming more racially and ethnically diverse. In 2000, the U.S. Census
Bureau calculated that 16 percent of Pennsylvania residents belonged to a minority group. Ten years later, the agency
found 20 percent of the state’s population belonged to a minority group. During the same time period, the percentage of
people belonging to at least one minority group increased from 31 percent to 36 percent nationwide.

Minority residents comprise a greater percentage of the population in urban areas (25 percent) than in rural areas (8
percent) of Pennsylvania. Urban counties, as defined by the Center for Rural Pennsylvania, include Allegheny, Beaver,
Berks, Bucks, Chester, Cumberland, Dauphin, Delaware, Erie, Lackawanna, Lancaster, Lebanon, Lehigh, Luzerne,
Montgomery, Northampton, Philadelphia, Westmoreland and York. These are indicated with an asterisk in Table 1.2.

Table 1.2 below details the 2000 and 2010 population totals for Pennsylvania counties by race/ethnicity. Population
change in Forest County is due in large part to the opening of a prison in that county in 2004. In addition, the populations
of people who identify as Asian/Pacific Islander or Hispanic have increased, especially in eastern counties.

Figure 1.7 Population by Race and Ethnicity, Pennsylvania, 2010"
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Table 1.2 Population by Race and Ethnicity, Pennsylvania, 2000 and 20102

Black or African
American,
1,327,091,

51%

White Alone/ or Latino
Non-Hispanic, Minorities, (Any Race),
10,094,652 2,607,727, 719,660,

80% 20% 28%

Hispanic

2000 2010
Asian/ Pacific Asian/ Pacific
White Black Islander Hispanic White Black Islander Hispanic
Pennsylvania 10,484,203 1,224,612 223,230 394,088 10,406,288 1,377,689 352,741 719,660
Adams* 87,088 1,105 469 3,323 94,979 1,561 766 6,115
Allegheny 1,080,800 159,058 22,051 11,166 997,295 161,861 34,368 19,070
Armstrong® 71173 592 102 308 67,565 553 159 366
Beaver 167,890 10,811 482 1,315 155,561 10,676 764 1,998
Bedford* 49,253 178 150 263 48,782 238 115 450
Berks 329,460 13,778 3,862 36,357 342,148 20,143 5513 67,355
Blair* 126,059 1,535 482 662 122,238 2,129 735 1,230
Bradford* 61,471 251 289 398 61,035 311 346 702
Bucks 552,588 19,495 13,791 14,005 557,647 22,376 24,182 26,782
Butler* 170,302 1,367 1,032 1,016 177,605 2,021 1,888 1,941
Cambria* 146,183 4,322 610 1,352 135,206 5,222 758 2,006
Cameron® 5,904 21 10 34 5,000 13 14 19
Carbon* 57,520 353 203 858 62,519 976 338 2,145
Centre* 124,134 3,544 5,467 2,243 137,625 4,638 8,034 3,690
Chester 386,745 27,040 8,608 16,126 426,707 30,623 19,457 32,503
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Clarion*
Clearfield*
Clinton*
Columbia*
Crawford*
Cumberland
Dauphin
Delaware
Elk*

Erie
Fayette*
Forest*
Franklin*
Fulton*
Greene*
Huntingdon®
Indiana*
Jefferson®
Juniata*
Lackawanna
Lancaster
Lawrence*
Lebanon
Lehigh
Luzerne
Lycoming*
McKean*
Mercer*
Mifflin*
Monroe*
Montgomery
Montour*
Northampton
Northumberland*
Perry*
Philadelphia
Pike*

Potter*
Schuylkill*
Snyder*
Somerset*
Sullivan*
Susquehanna*
Tioga*
Union*
Venango*
Warren*
Washington*
Wayne*
Westmoreland
Wyoming*
York

White
40,998
81,218
37,264
62,602
87,653

201,716
194,158
442,449
34,746
255,282
141,657
4,745
123,279
14,012
38,665
42,544
86,796
45,457
22,376
206,160
430,456
89,894
113,662
271,590
308,476
112,737
44,312
112,031
45,803
122,342
648,510
17,628
243,639
91,803
42,964
683,267
43,109
17,729
145,249
36,768
77,938
6,266
41,621
40,589
37,496
56,208
43,286
193,297
46,160
357,325
27,598
354,103

2000

Asian/ Pacific
Black Islander

329 144
1,239 230
197 160
516 355
1,437 277
5,048 3,655
42,580 5,013
79,981 18,203
52 137
17,202 1,990
5,223 341
110 7
3,016 757
94 17
1,585 96
2,342 98
1,407 673
59 102
85 96
2,793 1,624
12,993 6,960
3,416 267
1,548 1,110
11,097 6,668
5,408 1,907
5,189 521
860 150
6,318 513
226 137
8,343 1,585
55,969 30,446
185 234
7,400 3,737
1,439 227
189 70
655,824 68,383
1,513 288
52 95
3,147 644
307 158
1,275 178
144 10
128 98
250 128
2,878 460
626 143
90 126
6,606 769
757 183
7,446 1,984
149 79
14,095 3,389

Hispanic
172
471
205
609
537
2,883
10,404
8,368
142
6,126
564
60
2,268
52
357
524
457
188
369
2,958
26,742
529
5,969
31,881
3,713
799
485
803
263
9,195
15,300
167
17,868
1,041
301
128,928
2,315
103
1,671
368
532
72
285
214
1,622
298
151
1,170
811
1,869
187
11,296

White
38,873
77,912
37,860
64,227
85,448

213,934
194,910
405233
31,469
247,569
127,418
5,937
137,674
14,450
36,584
42,470
84,360
44,446
23,845
197,296
460,171
85,484
121,566
276,286
290,943
107,573
41,661
106,890
45,531
131,162
649,021
17,408
256,895
90,156
44,779
626,221
50,856
17,128
140,013
38,476
74,603
6,163
42,510
40,852
39,414
53,390
41,031
195,657
49,759
348,182
27,545
385,135

Black
484
1,862
625
1,246
1,547
7,527
48,386
110,260
89
20,155
6,325
1,389
4,700
151
1,282
2,392
2,434
157
151
5423
19,035
3,501
2,885
21,440
10,767
5,203
1,046
6,726
300
22,348
69,351
256
14,986
1,921
296
661,839
3,322
67
3,967
428
1,863
168
156
333
3,324
571
149
6,757
1,644
8,562
208
24,344

2010
Asian/ Pacific
Islander
199
405
215
578
422
7,137
8,658
26,422
102
3,167
429
13
1,339
20
120
186
784
95
88
3,699
10,024
380
1,569
10,373
3,192
696
196
744
175
3,563
51,861
328
7,301
345
183
97,149
613
46
736
220
256
20
135
187
546
208
169
1,358
259
2,766
98
5,530

Hispanic
245
1,907
437
1,349
823
6,448
18,795
16,537
183
9,518
1,049
418
6,438
123
465
727
947
275
623
10,682
44,930
931
12,410
65,615
21,491
1,559
757
1,248
534
22,288
34,233
324
31,179
2,253
588
187,611
5173
181
4,080
657
840
92
564
437
2,346
478
305
2,366
1,816
3179
437
24,397

Note: Hispanic origin can be of any race. White, black, and Asian in this chart include those of Hispanic origin. Asterisk (*) indicates rural counties, per Center for Rural

Pennsylvania definition.
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Households

According to figures from the U.S. Census Bureau, there were more than five million households in Pennsylvania in 2010,
an increase of 5 percent since 2000. The average number of people per household declined slightly between 2000 and
2010 (2.5 and 2.4, respectively). In 2010, the percent of married couple households dropped below 50 percent (48
percent) for the first time in more than 40 years. In addition, there was a 6 percent decline in the number of households

with children and a 9 percent increase in single person households from 2000 to 2010.

Compared with U.S. figures, Pennsylvania had a lower percentage of households with children (27 percent versus 30
percent U.S.), and a higher percentage of single person households (29 percent versus 27 percent nationwide).

Figure 1.8 Types of Households, Pennsylvania, 20103
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According to U.S. Census figures, Pennsylvania’s homeownership rate was over 70 percent in 2000, about 5 percent

higher than the national average, and retreated slightly in the next decade.

As shown in Figure 1.10, home ownership rates varied for members of differing racial/ethnic groups. White householders
had the highest rate of homeownership at 74 percent; blacks and Hispanics had rates below 50 percent.

In Pennsylvania, the median house value was reported to be $163,200, approximately $23,000 lower than the national
median of $186,200. For renters, the median gross rent in Pennsylvania was $770; nationwide it was $871.

Pennsylvania State Health Assessment, 2013
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Figure 1.9 Home Ownership, Pennsylvania and United States, 1980 to 2010
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Figure 1.10 Home Ownership Rates by Race and Ethnicity, Pennsylvania, 2000 and 2010"®
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Figure 1.11 Median Housing Values by County, Pennsylvania, 2007 to 2011'®
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Economic Status

The table below shows selected characteristics that describe the economic status of Pennsylvania counties in 2010. Areas
with high percentages of the population in poverty, unemployed, and eligible for medical assistance, as well as with
those with lower average per capita personal income, and lower educational attainment typically have a poorer quality of
life and poorer health status.

Table 1.3 Economic Indicators by County, Pennsylvania, 2010

Percent of Population

Average Per Capita Eligible for Medical High School Post-Seconda
Perso?mal Incom':z17 G Mzl gAssistance20 Ds:ploma21 Education22ry
Pennsylvania $40,604 124 7.9 17.2 371 50.2
Adams $32,459 7.6 6.7 10.6 425 427
Allegheny $46,274 12.3 7.0 16.0 31.6 59.8
Armstrong $32,692 1.7 84 18.1 50.9 36.2
Beaver $36,435 1.1 74 174 421 47.3
Bedford $30,144 135 9.5 17.0 51.1 32.7
Berks $36,504 12.4 8.2 17.9 38.6 446
Blair $32,955 12.9 7.0 20.3 48.2 413
Bradford $31,212 13.6 5.9 16.3 47.7 37.1
Bucks $52,594 49 7.3 8.9 314 59.8
Butler $41,715 8.3 6.7 11.2 36.9 54.6
Cambria $32,445 13.7 8.6 18.2 46.4 416
Cameron $31,459 114 11.6 23.0 49.0 35.9
Carbon $31,141 10.5 10.2 14.9 456 40.7
Centre $33,370 18.5 5.7 76 29.0 64.3
Chester $57,555 6.2 6.1 7.3 24.9 67.0
Clarion $33,704 15.8 9.8 171 46.4 417
Clearfield $30,614 14.7 8.8 214 51.1 344
Clinton $29,842 15.5 8.0 17.3 42.8 44.5
Columbia $28,406 13.7 8.1 14.7 431 452
Crawford $29,912 15.8 7.8 20.0 451 39.7
Cumberland $40,654 6.5 6.7 9.1 33.8 56.9
Dauphin $39,968 11.9 7.6 17.0 36.7 51.0
Delaware $48,655 94 8.0 15.2 321 58.1
Elk $34,652 11.0 73 16.4 50.6 38.9
Erie $32,870 15.6 8.0 22.9 40.5 484
Fayette $32,462 19.2 9.3 255 48.3 34.3
Forest $22,736 1.7 8.1 12.0 50.1 28.6
Franklin $32,898 8.2 6.9 12.9 429 40.3
Fulton $30,132 13.3 9.7 15.9 52.9 30.2
Greene $32,944 16.7 6.9 214 477 36.5
Huntingdon $27,484 114 9.6 16.9 50.1 35.9
Indiana $32,843 18.6 74 15.0 421 454
Jefferson $31,206 13.7 8.2 20.6 53.3 33.2
Juniata $29,874 8.3 71 13.2 514 28.7
Lackawanna $36,863 13.2 9.1 18.0 38.0 495
Lancaster $36,366 9.7 6.8 13.6 384 43.8
Lawrence $32,448 12.7 8.5 19.9 435 425
Lebanon $36,543 8.9 6.6 14.7 445 39.7
Lehigh $39,279 11.9 8.7 171 33.9 51.8
Luzerne $35,029 13.7 94 19.2 404 46.2
Lycoming $33,000 14.4 7.7 17.0 39.6 46.4
McKean $31,803 13.9 8.5 20.9 485 38.9
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Percent of Population

Average Per Capita Eligible for Medical High School Post-Secondal
Perso?mal Incom':z17 G Uzl e gAssistance2° Dgiploma21 Educationzzry
Mercer $31,861 13.2 8.8 20.2 44.0 434
Mifflin $29,119 13.9 8.3 19.7 51.9 21.7
Monroe $31,252 10.4 9.6 16.1 37.8 50.8
Montgomery $62,675 5.6 6.7 8.6 26.7 65.4
Montour $40,117 11.0 6.2 13.7 412 455
Northampton $38,028 8.8 8.6 12.7 34.9 52.3
Northumberland $32,484 14.9 8.9 17.7 50.1 335
Perry $33,261 9.1 7.8 12.2 49.9 34.8
Philadelphia $37,282 25.1 10.8 33.8 35.0 453
Pike $33,997 8.7 10.5 12.6 37.6 52.9
Potter $30,016 14.8 9.1 19.7 49.8 35.1
Schuylkill $31,613 11.9 9.5 17.8 48.0 35.6
Snyder $29,835 1.7 8.0 135 44.3 38.2
Somerset $30,474 12.9 8.7 15.4 48.7 34.2
Sullivan $30,055 15.5 6.8 14.6 496 34.8
Susquehanna $29,584 11.3 7.6 15.0 46.8 39.2
Tioga $27,447 15.8 6.7 15.4 421 44.9
Union $30,705 12.6 7.9 11.0 38.5 46.1
Venango $32,324 15.7 75 20.3 48.9 37.7
Warren $31,530 12.2 72 17.1 47.0 413
Washington $42,477 10.4 73 14.6 39.9 48.7
Wayne $31,083 10.9 75 15.8 434 433
Westmoreland $39,899 9.8 74 14.5 40.1 50.8
Wyoming $32,051 10.9 9.4 15.8 46.6 42.3
York $36,427 9.0 7.8 135 412 452
Note: Percent with a High School Diploma includes those ages 18 and older that have a diploma and no college experience. BLACK Same as Pennsylvania
Percent with Post-Secondary Education includes those ages 18 and older that have some college experience. RED Higher than Pennsylvania

BLUE Lower than Pennsylvania

Income

In 2011, according to U.S. Census Bureau data, the median household income of Pennsylvania was $50,221, less than
$300 lower than the national figure ($50,502). Still, adjusting for inflation, the median household income for the state
declined approximately four percent since 2002.

Sixty-five percent of personal income in Pennsylvania was reported from wages and salaries. By comparison, in 1971,
about 76 percent of personal income came from wages and 24 percent came from unearned sources.

In 2011, 13.7 percent of Pennsylvanians lived below the poverty level. This rate was below the national rate of 15.9
percent. In 2007, the poverty rate in Pennsylvania was 11.6 percent and the national rate was 13.0 percent.
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Figure 1.12 Inflation-Adjusted Median Household Income, Pennsylvania and United States, 2002 to 2011%
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Figure 1.13 Median Household Income by County, Pennsylvania, 2011*
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Income by Race and Ethnicity

According to the U.S. Census Bureau, the inflation-adjusted median household income for Pennsylvania in 2010 was
$49,288; this figure was $758 less than the national median household income of $50,046. Comparing state and national
data, Pennsylvania’s white and black households had lower median incomes. However, the biggest gap was among
Hispanic households. The U.S. inflation-adjusted median income for Hispanic households was $40,165; in Pennsylvania, it
was just $32,244.

From 2000 to 2010, the median income across all Pennsylvania households declined by approximately three percent,
after adjusting for inflation. The group with the largest decline was black householders, who experienced a 10 percent
decline in median household income.

Figure 1.14 Inflation Adjusted Median Household Income by Race and Ethnicity, Pennsylvania, 2000 and 2010%*

Hispanic (Any Race) $34,101 @2000
Householders $32,244
02010
Black Alone $34,115
Householders $31,266
White Alone $52,731
Householders $51,727
All $50,786
Householders $49,288

Poverty
2010 U.S. Census Bureau data indicate that about 13 percent of Pennsylvania’s residents live in poverty, compared with a
national rate of 15 percent.

For Pennsylvania’s black residents, the poverty rate was 28 percent; for the state’s Hispanic residents, the rate was 34
percent. By comparison, the rate for white Pennsylvanians was just 11 percent. From 2000 to 2010, the poverty rate
increased for all groups.
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Figure 1.15 Poverty Rate by Race and Ethnicity, Pennsylvania, 2000 and 2010%*
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|
Education

According to the National Center for Educational Statistics, 84.1 percent of Pennsylvania’s high school students
graduated with a regular diploma four years after starting ninth grade in 2009-2010; this is the ninth best percentage of
the fifty U.S. states. Data for the same year show a national rate of 78.2 percent.”

However, multi-year estimates drawn from the U.S. Census Bureau’s American Community Survey (2007-2011) place the
rate of Pennsylvania’s adults 25 years and older who lack a high school diploma at 12 percent. This is only slightly lower
than the U.S. figure of 15 percent, but it is a dramatic improvement over 1990 figures, which showed one-quarter of
Pennsylvania adults lacking a high school diploma.

The same source concludes that nearly 27 percent of the state’s adults 25 years and older had earned a bachelor’s degree
or higher degree, compared with 28 percent for the U.S. This is a significant increase since 1990, when just 18 percent of
Pennsylvanians age 25 and older were found to have earned a bachelor’s degree or higher.

Figure 1.16 Highest Level of Education by Adults 25 Years and Older, Pennsylvania, 2007 to 20112
No high school

diploma
12.0%

Bachelor's
degree
or higher
26.7%

High school
diploma or GED

Associate's 37.6%

degree
74%

Some college,
no degree
16.3%
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Figure 1.17 Adults Age 25 and Older with a Bachelor’s Degree or Higher by County, Pennsylvania, 2007 to 2011%
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Education by Race and Ethnicity

Pennsylvania has seen increases in the rate of educational attainment (e.g., high school diploma/GED, Bachelor’s degree
or higher) across the board, including among members of minority groups. However, differences persist between the
rates for Pennsylvania and the nation.

Recent U.S. Census Bureau data (2010) show that approximately 38 percent of Pennsylvania adults 25 years old and older
have only a high school diploma or equivalent, significantly higher than the national average of 29 percent. Between
2000 and 2010, the percent of black residents with a high school diploma or GED increased from 35 to 40 percent. Also,
the percent of Hispanic residents with high school diploma or GED also increased, from 27 to 32 percent. During the
same time, among whites, the percent remained relatively unchanged, decreasing by just under one percent.

Approximately 27 percent of Pennsylvania adults (age 25 years old and older) have earned a Bachelor's degree or higher,
just slightly less than the national rate of 28 percent. Between 2000 and 2010, the percentage increased for all groups.
Among black adults, the rate increased from 12 to 15 percent; among Hispanics, it shifted from 12 to 13 percent. The
greatest increase occurred among whites, from 22 to 27 percent.

The shift in these numbers may be related to the decrease in the high school dropout rate described in the Education
section above.
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Figure 1.18 Adults Age 25 and Older with Only a High School Diploma or Equivalent by Race and Ethnicity,

Pennsylvania, 2000 and 2010
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Figure 1.19 Adults Age 25 and Older with a Bachelor's Degree or Higher by Race and Ethnicity, Pennsylvania,

2000 and 2010*
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Unemployment

According to the Pennsylvania Department of Labor and Industry, for most of the last decade (2002 to 2012),
Pennsylvania’s unemployment rate has followed the national unemployment rate. However, while both the state and

national rates increased during the recent “Great Recession,” the difference between the two rates widened during the

2009 to 2011 period, with Pennsylvania’s unemployment significantly below the national rate.

As shown in Figure 1.20, the average annual unemployment rate for Pennsylvania in 2012 was 7.9 percent, just slightly

below the nationwide rate of 8.1 percent. Figure 1.21 shows 2012 average county-level unemployment rates, compared

to the statewide average for that year.

Figure 1.20 Average Annual Unemployment Rates, Pennsylvania and United States, 2002 to 20123
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Figure 1.21 Average Annual Unemployment Rate by County, Pennsylvania, 20123
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Employment

Data from the Pennsylvania Department of Labor and Industry show that 5.53 million Pennsylvanians were employed in
2011. The industry with the greatest number of employees was Health Care and Social Assistance. Although total
employment in Pennsylvania decreased two percent from 2007 to 2011, the percent of people employed in Health Care

and Social Assistance jobs increased by eight percent.
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Figure 1.22 Employment by Industry, Pennsylvania, 2011
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Figure 1.23 Employment in Health Care and Social Assistance by County, Pennsylvania, 2011%*
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Crime

According to the Federal Bureau of Investigation, 45,210 violent crimes were reported to the police in Pennsylvania in
2011, a rate of 355 violent crimes per 100,000 residents. The incidence of violent crime decreased approximately eight
percent between 2003 and 2011.

Nationally, more than 1.2 million violent crimes were reported, a rate of 386 per 100,000 residents. From 2003 to 2011,
the number of violent crimes in the U.S. declined by 13 percent.

Figure 1.24 Reported Violent Crimes per 100,000 Population, Pennsylvania and United States, 2003 to 2011*’
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Health Insurance

According to the U.S. Census Bureau, 1.25 million Pennsylvanians under the age of 65 were uninsured in 2010. At about
12 percent, the state rate continues to be lower than the national average of nearly 18 percent. Nine states and the
District of Columbia had lower rates of uninsured adults younger than 65 years age of age, compared to Pennsylvania.
Eleven percent of Pennsylvania children (under 18 years old) were uninsured in 2010.

Philadelphia County has the highest percent of uninsured individuals in Pennsylvania; Sullivan County is a close second
with 15.9 percent. Montgomery and Bucks counties have the lowest rate of uninsured populations (8.1 percent and 8.8
percent, respectively).

Figure 1.25 Residents Under 65 Years Old Without Health Insurance, Pennsylvania and United States, 2010
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Figure 1.26 Adults Under 65 Years Old Without Health Insurance by County, Pennsylvania, 2010°
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Table 1.4 Health Insurance Coverage, Pennsylvania and United States, 2011*°

Coverage Type Pennsylvania United States
Health Insurance Coverage 89.9% 84.9%
Private Health Insurance 54.1% 49.7%
Public Coverage 35.8% 35.2%
Medicare Coverage 17.4% 15.0%
Medicaid Coverage 17.0% 17.6%
S-CHIP 12.8% 10.5%
Uninsured 10.1% 15.1%

Public Insurance Coverage

According to the U.S. Census Bureau’s American Community Survey, 35.8 percent of Pennsylvania residents with health
insurance had Medicare and Medicaid. Specifically, 17.4 percent of Pennsylvania residents had Medicare, a federal
program for adults 65 years and older available in four parts: hospital coverage, physician coverage, optional health care
plan selection, and prescription drug coverage.

Medicaid, known as Medical Assistance (MA) in Pennsylvania, is a joint federal and state program that provides eligible
low-income individuals or families with health insurance coverage for routine care, physician care, chronic disease
management, dental and mental health services, hospitalizations, long-term care, prescriptions, transportation, etc.
Medicaid programs are administered by the states and benefits vary from state-to-state. Seventeen percent of
Pennsylvania residents had Medicaid in 2011. Limited data available on HealthChoices, Pennsylvania’s mandatory
managed care program for Medical Assistance recipients are shown in Table 1.5. This program was expanded across the
state in 2012 and 2013.

Pennsylvania’s Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP) provides health insurance for residents under 19 years of age
who are not enrolled in Medical Assistance. Nearly 13 percent of youth were covered by CHIP in 2011.
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Figure 1.27 Residents Under 19 Years Old Enrolled in Medicaid or CHIP, Pennsylvania, July 2008 to May 2013°¢
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Table 1.5 HealthChoices Enrollment, Pennsylvania, 2009°
Medicaid Enroliment Managed Care Percent in Managed Care

2,303,775 2,042,127 88.64%
Note: Data are based on federal fiscal year, not calendar year.

Private Insurance Coverage

Private health insurance is provided through an employer or union, or purchased by an individual from a health
insurance company. The percent of Pennsylvania residents with private insurance decreased between 2010 and 2011
from 54.7 percent to 54.1 percent. By comparison, national figures for private insurance cover were 50.2 percent and 49.7
percent, respectively.

The Pennsylvania Insurance Department identifies nine major private insurance and Blues providers: Aetna, Capital Blue
Cross, Coventry HealthAmerica, Geisinger, Highmark Blue Shield, United HealthCare, Blue Cross of Northeastern
Pennsylvania, Independence Blue Cross and Highmark Blue Cross. Table 1.6 shows the counties of operation for each.

Table 1.6 Private Insurance Providers by County, Pennsylvania’

Capital Highmark = United Blue Highmark
Blue Coventry Blue Health | Cross of Independence Blue
Aetna Cross HealthAmerica = Geisinger = Shield Care NE PA Blue Cross Cross
Adams X X X X X X
Allegheny X X X X
Armstrong X X X X
Beaver X X X X
Bedford X X X X
Berks X X X X X X
Blair X X X X X
Bradford X X X X X
Bucks X X X X
Butler X X X X
Cambria X X X X X
Cameron X X X X X
Carbon X X X X X
Centre X X X X X X X
Chester X X X X
Clarion X X X X
Clearfield X X X X X
Clinton X X X X X
Columbia X X X X X X
Crawford X X X X
Cumberland X X X X X X
Dauphin X X X X X X
Delaware X X X X
Elk X X X X X
Erie X X X X X
Fayette X X X X X
Forest X X X X X
Franklin X X X X X
Fulton X X X X X
Greene X X X X
Huntingdon X X X X X
Indiana X X X X
Jefferson X X X X
Juniata X X X X X
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Emergency Preparedness

Public health emergency preparedness means readiness to handle any type of emergency related to public health,
including: infectious disease outbreaks; natural disasters; biological, chemical, nuclear, and radiological events; and
disasters caused by terrorism. It is the ability of public health and healthcare systems, communities, and individuals to
prevent, protect against, quickly respond to, and recover from emergencies and disasters, particularly those whose scale,
timing, or unpredictability threatens to overwhelm routine capabilities. Pennsylvania residents need to know that
emergency response plans have been developed for all levels of government.

Individual and community preparedness are important to this effort. Federal, state and local officials have the
responsibility of protecting the life, health and safety of the citizenry, but individuals also have the responsibility of
knowing what to do when a disaster strikes. Educating individuals, families and communities on their roles for
preparation and response to a major public health incident is a must. While there is no way to predict what the next
emergency will be, there are steps that can be taken on all levels to be ready to respond to it.

Evaluating the public’s preparedness is challenging, but possible. Surveys (e.g., Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention’s Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System) and participating in volunteer groups (e.g., Statewide
Emergency Registry of Volunteers in Pennsylvania (SERVPA), Medical Reserve Corps) can give a sense of readiness for
disaster. State and local public health preparedness is often measured by the development, testing and revision of
written plans. These are essential for successful response to emergencies.

The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services has identified several capabilities necessary for public health
departments to ensure the most effective mitigation and/or response to public health emergencies.'? These are:

Community/Healthcare System Preparedness
Community/Healthcare System Recovery
Emergency Operations Coordination
Emergency Public Information and Warning
Fatality Management

Information Sharing

Mass Care

Medical Countermeasure Dispensing

Medical Materiel Management and Distribution
Medical Surge

Non-pharmaceutical Intervention

Public Health Laboratory Testing

Public Health Surveillance and Epidemiological Investigation
Responder Safety and Health

Volunteer Management

O 0 0O o 0O oo o 0O o o0 o o o o

Department of Health

To ensure that the health needs of Pennsylvania residents are met in the event of a public health emergency, the
Pennsylvania Department of Health receives funding annually through the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC), Public Health Emergency Preparedness and the Assistant Secretary for Preparedness and Response,
Hospital Preparedness Program to build capability and capacity to prepare for, respond to, and recover from natural and
manmade emergencies, including acts of terrorism.

This funding enables the Department of Health to plan, train, and practice responding to events. It also funds daily
activities and equipment procurement which enhance staff readiness. Preparedness funds directly impact the following:

Infectious Disease/Environmental Health—Epidemiological Surveillance and Investigation
Infectious Disease/Environmental Health—Public Health Laboratory

Healthcare Services Infrastructure

Injury and Violence

o O O O
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o Public Health Staff

Whether the people of Pennsylvania need vaccinations and precautionary information, or its healthcare providers need
generators and personal protective equipment, the Department of Health strives to be ready to respond. It is the
department responsible for coordinating services to meet such needs, in conjunction with the Pennsylvania Emergency
Management Agency (PEMA).

There are many potential hazards, and the Department of Health organizes them into two groups: natural or manmade.
For reference, the top five hazards of each type, for Pennsylvania, are noted below. (Note that county or regional lists may
be different.)

Table 1.7 Top Hazards, Pennsylvania, 2010°

Natural Manmade
Flood (including: flash flood, ice jam) Utility Interruption
Winter Storm Transportation Accident
Hurricane/Tropical Storm/Nor'easter Nuclear Incident
Wildfire Dam Failure
Extreme Temperature Environmental Hazard

As an indicator of the frequency of severe hazards in Pennsylvania which require governmental response, natural
disasters caused 12 presidential disaster declarations and 13 additional gubernatorial disaster declarations during the
period between 2000 and 2010.*

To assist the public and healthcare systems with the aftermath of disasters, the Department of Health:

Provides vaccinations, as needed (e.g., tetanus shots)
Provides staff to assist residents at Disaster Recovery Centers
Drafts and distributes informational materials relative to the public health implications of disaster (e.g., CO
poisoning warnings during cold months during power outages, West Nile Virus warnings during warm months
with standing water concerns)

o Provides staff to state and department Operations Centers and coordinates with PEMA to fill unmet needs, such
as in healthcare settings
Increases epidemiological surveillance and investigations, as needed
Provides staff (e.g., general staff, nursing staff, epidemiological staff) to assist with shelters for the general
population or those with special medical needs

Residents

Disasters increase demand on emergency response personnel, public health systems, and acute care hospitals, often
causing the disruption of services. Individual preparedness measures (e.g., stocking a three-day supply of food, water,
and medication; developing a written household evacuation plan) can improve a community’s ability to cope with
service disruption and decrease the number of persons who might otherwise overwhelm emergency services and health-
care systems.®

To estimate current levels of self-reported household preparedness by state and demographic characteristics, the CDC
analyzed Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System (BRFSS) survey data collected in 14 states from 2006 to 2010.
Preparedness data was collected with Council of American Survey and Research Organizations response rates indicated
from the following states during the indicated years:

2006: Connecticut (44.3 percent), Montana (54.8 percent), Nevada (50.1 percent), Tennessee (56.7 percent)
2007: Delaware (43.2 percent), Louisiana (41.0 percent), Maryland (31.4 percent), Nebraska (65.4 percent), New
Hampshire (37.7 percent)

o 2008: Georgia (55.1 percent), Montana (48.3 percent), Nebraska (65.5 percent), New York (40.0 percent),
Pennsylvania (45.6 percent)

o 2009: Mississippi (49.3 percent)

o 2010: Montana (65.4 percent), North Carolina (41.1 percent)
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Findings include:

o Eighty-three percent of participants reported having a three-day supply of food (Cl: 82-84). Pennsylvania ranked
second of the 14 in terms of preparedness on this indicator; 86 percent said they had a three-day supply (Cl: 85-
88).

o Fifty-four percent of participants said they had a three-day supply of water (Cl: 53-54). Pennsylvania ranked
ninth, with 53 percent responding positively (Cl:52-55).

o Twenty-one percent of all participants reported having a written evacuation plan (Cl: 21-22). Pennsylvania
ranked lowest among the 14 states, with 15 percent (Cl: 14-16).

These findings are largely in accord with those of the 2010 Pennsylvania Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System
survey.® In that assessment, 87 percent said they had a three-day supply of food, and 54 percent said they had a three-
day supply of water.

Additional findings include:

o Ninety-four percent of Pennsylvania adults reported they would evacuate if mandated.
o The percent of Pennsylvania adults who said they are not at all prepared to handle a large-scale emergency was
17 percent.

Another indicator of Pennsylvania’s level of preparedness is that the state successfully passed all Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention measures from the “State-By-State Report on Laboratory, Emergency Operations Coordination,
and Emergency Public Information and Warning Capabilities” (2012).” In addition, the state has approximately 11,550
residents enrolled in the Statewide Emergency Registry of Volunteers in Pennsylvania (SERVPA), and roughly 4,870
civilians in its Medical Reserve Corps.

Resources
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention—http://emergency.cdc.gov/bioterrorism/

Health Resources and Services Administration—http://www.hrsa.gov/bioterrorism/

American Medical Association (AMA) Center for Disaster Preparedness and Emergency Response—
http://www.ama-assn.org/ama/pub/physician-resources/public-health.page?

American Academy of Pediatrics--http://www.aap.org/en-us/advocacy-and-policy/aap-health-initiatives/Children-and-
Disasters/

Emergency Medical Services for Children (EMSC)—http://mchb.hrsa.gov/programs/emergencymedical

Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)—http://www.fema.gov

United States Department of Health and Human Services--http://www.phe.gov/preparedness/Pages/default.aspx
National Association of County and City Health Officials (NACCHO)—http://www.naccho.org/topics/emergency
Association of State and Territorial Health Officials (ASTHO)—http://www.astho.org/programs/preparedness/
American Academy of Family Physicians—nhttp://www.aafp.org/online/en/home/clinical/disasterprep.html
American College of Emergency Physicians—http://www.acep.org/disaster/

Infectious Diseases Society of America—http://www.idsociety.org

Medical Reserve Service Corps—http://www.medical reservecorps.gov/FindMRC

Pennsylvania Emergency Management Agency, “Hazard Mitigation Plan” (2010)—
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/programs_and_services/4547/hazard_mitigation_forms_pres
entations_and_other_documents/806856

Pennsylvania State Health Assessment, 2013 The Context of Health—Emergency Preparedness 1-32


http://www.cdc.gov/phpr/pubs-links/2012/index.htm
http://www.cdc.gov/phpr/pubs-links/2012/index.htm

Endnotes

! United States Department of Health and Human Services, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. (2011). Public
Health Emergency Preparedness Capabilities. Retrieved from http://www.cdc.gov/phpr/capabilities/

2 Assistant Secretary for Preparedness and Response. (2012). Healthcare System Preparedness Capabilities. Retrieved from
http://www.phe.gov/Preparedness/planning/hpp/reports/Documents/capabilities.pdf

3 Pennsylvania Emergency Management Agency. (2010). Hazard Mitigation Plan. Retrieved from
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/programs_and_services/4547/hazard_mitigation_forms_pres
entations_and_other_documents/806856

4 Pennsylvania Emergency Management Agency. (2010). Hazard Mitigation Plan. Retrieved from
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/programs_and_services/4547/hazard_mitigation_forms_pres
entations_and_other_documents/806856

5 United States Department of Health and Human Services, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. (2012, September
14). Household preparedness for public health emergencies—14 states, 2006-2010. Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report,
61(36), 713-719. http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/pdf/wk/mm6136.pdf

¢ Pennsylvania Department of Health. (2010). Pennsylvania Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System (BRFSS) [Data file].
Retrieved from http://apps.health.pa.gov/epigms/Asp/ChooseDataset.asp

7 United States Department of Health and Human Services, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. (2012). 2012
State-By-State Report on Laboratory, Emergency Operations Coordination, and Emergency Public Information and Warning
Capabilities. Retrieved from http://www.cdc.gov/phpr/pubs-links/2012/documents/2012_factsheets_PA.pdf

Pennsylvania State Health Assessment, 2013 The Context of Health—Emergency Preparedness 1-33


http://www.cdc.gov/phpr/pubs-links/2012/index.htm
http://www.cdc.gov/phpr/pubs-links/2012/index.htm
http://www.cdc.gov/phpr/pubs-links/2012/index.htm

